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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 4, I do hope that you had a lovely break and enjoyed the good weather! 
 
Headteacher Recruitment update 
Interviews for the Headteacher post are being carried out this week.   
 
Support for parents 
We have been working really hard to put together a page on our website which outlines our commitment 
to SEND and support that is available through school and also countywide.  Please do visit the school 

website Welcome to Bethersden Primary School - Bethersden Primary School and click on the support tab.  

Here you will find a wealth of information which we hope you will find useful. 
 
 
TERM DATES 

Term 4 – 20th February – 31st March 

Bank Holidays – Monday 1st May and Monday 8th May 

Term 5 – 17th April – 26th May 

Staff Development Day – Monday 5th June 

Term 6 – 6th June – 20th July  

Staff Development Day – Friday 21st July 

National Testing Dates 

SATS Testing for Year 2 will be carried out during May 

Tuesday 9th May – Friday 12th May – SATS TESTING Year 6 

Monday 5th – Friday 16th June – Multiplication Times Tables Check (MTC) Year 4 

Monday 12th June – Friday 16th June – Year 1 Phonic Screening Check 

 
Family Coffee morning - SEND at Bethersden  
 
We are holding a Family coffee morning this Friday 24th February from 9am-10.30am and we would love 
to see as many of you as possible.  
 
The purpose of the morning is to keep you updated with the progress and plans for improving our 
inclusive offer, and to share the support we have in place for our children with additional needs & their 
families.  
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/
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We will also be joined by external colleagues from the IASK parent advisory service who will talk to you 
about the support across Kent and there will be an opportunity to learn more about the SEND Parent and 
Carers Together group (PACT). 
 
We will provide refreshments and invite you to share any questions or worries you may have in an 
informal setting with our SENCO and family liaison officer. 
 
We welcome your little ones too and will have an area with toys to keep them busy, so you are able to 
chat to us and other families at your leisure! 
 
If you would like to join us, please do send through your name / names of family members to the SENCO 
Lisa McDonald via email:  lmcdonald@bethersden.kent.sch.uk  we can then be sure to have enough 
space, chairs and most importantly...cake! 
 
Online Safety 
How old is your child online?  

Has your child (or you on their behalf) signed up to access social media/or a game online but have said 

that they are older than they are so they can have an account? For example, did your 8 year old join 

TikTok and put their age as 13 or did you create their account and put your own age? If so, please read 

some of the implications outlined below that you should think about. If TikTok thinks your child is 13 

when they join but they are in fact 8, then by the time your child reaches 13, the app will think they are 

18. This puts your child at risk of viewing content that is not age appropriate and may mean your child 

will view adverts aimed at adults. In addition, now the app thinks your child is an adult, they will have 

access to all functionalities (whereas some apps place restrictions on access to under 18s for example to 

direct messaging). The following news article from Ofcom explains this in further detail as well as 

providing tips to help keep your child safe online: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/newscentre/2022/risks-of-

children-usingfalse-ages-on-social-media  

Age ratings  

Parent Zone provide some advice on age ratings and why they matter in this blog: 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/age -ratings 

Contact with Staff members 

I have been made aware that some children in Fox class have been emailing staff outside of school hours.  

This puts staff in a very difficult position as in line with our safeguarding policy and staff code of conduct 

staff are not allowed to have contact with children outside of school hours.  During lockdown, schools 

were operating slightly differently and many schools set up platforms, like Google Classroom, to enable 

children and staff to keep in communication.  However, now that the children are back in school, 

children have opportunities daily to raise their worries and concerns with staff.  If there is a concern or 

worry raised at home, parents can raise this through the families email.  Staff will not be responding to 

any emails sent by children.   

World Book Day 

We will be celebrating world book day on Thursday 2nd March, therefore, children are invited to dress up 

as a book character of their choice.  Miss Bennett is arranging a variety of different activities for that 

day; you will receive a parent mail this week with further details.  If your child does not wish to dress up 

as their favourite book character, then they should come to school in their uniform as normal.  

 

 

mailto:lmcdonald@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Hats for Headway 

On Friday 19th May we will be taking part in ‘Hats for Headway’.  Staff and children are encouraged 

to wear a hat for the day and donate money for Headway, a charity who look after people who have 

suffered a brain injury.  Headway will be doing an assembly before the event to raise awareness. 

Safeguarding  
 
We thought it might be helpful to explain to parents/carers the safeguarding duties that schools hold.  
Every year in September, the DFE update the Document ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’, the latest 
version is September 2022.  Schools are legally bound by the document and all staff and governors are 
expected to read it as part of their employment terms/appointment.  People often think that safeguarding 
is about children being physically hurt and abused, but safeguarding goes far beyond that.  As a 
Headteacher and Designated safeguarding lead, I have a legal duty to keep the children at Bethersden safe 
from harm – physical and emotional.  Staff at Bethersden have a duty to ensure that they raise any concerns 
that children might bring to their attention or changes in children’s presentation and general well-being 
to the designated safeguarding leads at Bethersden.  Designated safeguarding leads, who have had higher 
level training, will decide on any action that may need to be taken, which may include a conversation with 
parents to establish facts or highlight the concerns raised.  Through these conversations the school, with 
the parents/carers, may discuss any support that may need to be put in place.  Where schools have 
significant concerns the designated safeguarding lead may consult with the Education Safeguarding Team 
or Children’s services.   
Safeguarding practices and policies are constantly updated nationally as a result of serious case reviews, 
which are carried out when children have been seriously harmed.  
Please do not be offended or upset if Miss Rockingham, Mrs Henshaw, Mrs Green or I phone to discuss any 
concerns that have been raised by a child or third party; we are following our safeguarding policies to 
ensure that all the children in our care are safe and happy. 
Attendance also falls under safeguarding, which is why we carry out first day calling when we haven’t 
heard why children are not in school and ask for evidence to be provided when children have missed a 
significant amount of their schooling. 
 
Parent Governor 
 
Sadly we did not have any nominations for our parent governor vacancy.  If you are interested in becoming 
a parent governor, please contact Mrs Browne via email:- headteacher@bethersden.kent.sch.uk 
to discuss the vacancy further.  
 
New Reading Books 
 
We are very fortunate that FOBs recently funded a large order of reading books for our children here at 
Bethersden, of which we are very thankful for. All of these resources have now arrived and are labelled 
ready for the children to enjoy from Term 4. 

Please refer to a letter sent out via ParentMail regarding reading at home and the resources your child 
will have access to. 

Fit Fence 

All classes will be taking part in a Fit Fence workshop on Wednesday 1st March, it will be an opportunity 
for the children to learn some fencing skills!  ALL children will need to wear their PE kit to school on 
that day. 

Books and Biscuits 

We will be relaunching our Books and Biscuits events, which is an opportunity for parents/carers to come 
and look at your child’s work and enjoy a biscuit at the same time!  The dates and times for each class 
are below:- 

Bumblebees – Monday 13th March at 2.30–3.00pm 

Owls – Wednesday 8th March at 2.15–2.45pm (you are then welcome to join Excellence Assembly) 

mailto:headteacher@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Deers – Thursday 9th March at 2.30-3.00pm 

Otters – Friday 10th March at 2.30-3.00pm 

Badgers – Tuesday 14th March at 2.30-3.00pm 

Foxes – Tuesday 7th March at 2.30-3.00pm 

 

Dates for the diary 

Friday 24th February 9.00am – Parent Coffee morning with Mrs McDonald and Mrs Henshaw 

Thursday 2nd March – World Book day 

Friday 19th May – Hats for Headway – children to wear a hat to school to raise money for Headway. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

 
 
Mrs Toni Browne 
Interim Executive Headteacher 
  


