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Specific Areas 

Physical 
Development 

Fine Motor 
Develop their small 
motor skills so 
that they can use a 
range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Fine Motor 
Develop their small 
motor skills so 
that they can use a 
range of tools 
competently, safely 
and confidently. 

Fine Motor 
Develop the 
foundations of a 
hand 
writing style which is 
fast, accurate and 
efficient. 

Fine Motor 
Develop the 
foundations of a hand 
writing style which is 
fast, accurate and 
efficient. 

Fine Motor 
Hold a pencil 
effectively in 
preparation for 
fluent writing – 
using the tripod 
grip in almost all 
cases. 
Use a range of 
small tools, 
including 
scissors, paint 
brushes and 
cutlery. 
Begin to show 
accuracy and care 
when drawing. 

Fine Motor 
Hold a pencil 

effectively in 

preparation for 

fluent writing – 

using the tripod 

grip in almost all 

cases. 

Use a range of 

small tools, 

including 

scissors, paint 

brushes and 

cutlery. 

Begin to show 

accuracy and care 

when drawing. 

 



Expressive Arts 
and Design 

-Construct simple 
structures and 
models using a 
range of materials. 
-Create 
collaboratively, 
share ideas and use 
a variety of 
resources to make 
products inspired 
by existing 
products, stories or 
their own ideas, 
interests or 
experiences. 
-Cut, tear, fold and 
stick a range of 
papers and fabrics. 
-Draw or paint a 
place from 
observation or 
imagination. 
-Explore, build and 
play with a range of 
resources and 
construction kits 
with wheels and 
axles. 
-Learn and sing 
songs and rhymes 
as part of a larger 
group. 
-Make simple prints 
using a variety of 
tools, including 

-Communicate their 
ideas as they are 
creating artwork. 
-Construct simple 
structures and 
models using a 
range of materials. 
-Create art in 
different ways on a 
theme, to express 
their ideas and 
feelings. 
-Create 
collaboratively, 
share ideas and use 
a variety of 
resources to make 
products inspired 
by existing 
products, stories or 
their own ideas, 
interests or 
experiences. 
-Describe what, 
why and how 
something was 
made and compare 
with others. 
-Explore ways to 
create simple 
rhythms and sound 
effects using found 
objects, percussion 
instruments and 
their voices. 

- Construct simple 
structures and 
models using a range 
of materials. 
-Create art in 
different ways on a 
theme, to express 
their ideas and 
feelings. 
-Create 
collaboratively, share 
ideas and use a 
variety of resources 
to make products 
inspired by existing 
products, stories or 
their own ideas, 
interests or 
experiences. 
-Explore, build and 
play with a range of 
resources and 
construction kits with 
wheels and axles. 
-Learn and sing songs 
and rhymes as part 
of a larger group. 
-Make simple prints 
using a variety of 
tools, including print 
blocks and rollers. 
-Manipulate 
malleable materials 
into a variety of 
shapes and forms 

- Adapt and refine 
their work as they are 
constructing and 
making. 
-Communicate their 
ideas as they are 
creating artwork. 
-Create art in different 
ways on a theme, to 
express their ideas and 
feelings. 
-Explore artwork by 
famous artists and talk 
about their likes and 
dislikes. 
-Explore, build and 
play with a range of 
resources and 
construction kits with 
wheels and axles. 
-Learn and sing songs 
and rhymes as part of 
a larger group. 
-Make simple prints 
using a variety of 
tools, including print 
blocks and rollers. 
-Manipulate malleable 
materials into a variety 
of shapes and forms 
using their hands and 
other simple tools. 
-Retell stories and 
narratives through 
role play and small 

-Communicate their 
ideas as they are 
creating artwork. 
-Construct simple 
structures and 
models using a 
range of materials. 
-Create art in 
different ways on a 
theme, to express 
their ideas and 
feelings. 
-Create 
collaboratively, 
share ideas and use 
a variety of 
resources to make 
products inspired 
by existing 
products, stories or 
their own ideas, 
interests or 
experiences. 
-Cut, tear, fold and 
stick a range of 
papers and fabrics. 
-Discuss similarities 
and differences in 
their own and 
others' work, linked 
to visual elements, 
such as colour, 
scale, subject 
matter, 

- Adapt and refine 
their work as they 
are constructing and 
making. 
-Construct simple 
structures and 
models using a range 
of materials. 
-Create art in 
different ways on a 
theme, to express 
their ideas and 
feelings. 
-Cut, tear, fold and 
stick a range of 
papers and fabrics. 
-Draw or paint a 
place from 
observation or 
imagination. 
-Explore artwork by 
famous artists and 
talk about their likes 
and dislikes. 
-Listen to a variety of 
music, rhymes and 
songs, paying 
attention to how 
they sound and 
sharing their 
opinions. 
-Manipulate 
malleable materials 
into a variety of 
shapes and forms 



print blocks and 
rollers. 
-Manipulate 
malleable materials 
into a variety of 
shapes and forms 
using their hands 
and other simple 
tools. 
-Name and explore 
a range of everyday 
products and begin 
to talk about how 
they are used. 
-Represent 
different parts of 
the human body 
from observation, 
imagination or 
memory with 
attention to some 
detail. 
-Retell stories and 
narratives through 
role play and small 
world play, using 
some key 
vocabulary. 
-Talk about stories 
that have been 
read to them and 
retell them through 
role play and small 
world play. 

-Explore, build and 
play with a range of 
resources and 
construction kits 
with wheels and 
axles. 
-Identify products 
that use electricity 
to make them 
work. 
-Make simple prints 
using a variety of 
tools, including 
print blocks and 
rollers. 
-Manipulate 
malleable materials 
into a variety of 
shapes and forms 
using their hands 
and other simple 
tools. 
-Select appropriate 
tools and media to 
draw with. 
-Use natural 
materials and loose 
parts to make 2-D 
and 3-D art. 
-Use writing to 
communicate 
thoughts, ideas, 
experiences and 
events. 
 

using their hands and 
other simple tools. 
-Represent different 
parts of the human 
body from 
observation, 
imagination or 
memory with 
attention to some 
detail. 
-Retell stories and 
narratives through 
role play and small 
world play, using 
some key vocabulary. 
-Sing well-known 
songs and nursery 
rhymes in a group or 
on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch 
and following the 
melody. 
-Talk about stories 
that have been read 
to them and retell 
them through role 
play and small world 
play. 
-Use primary and 
other coloured paint 
and a range of 
methods of 
application. 
-Use writing to 

world play, using some 
key vocabulary. 
-Use primary and 
other coloured paint 
and a range of 
methods of 
application. 
-Use writing to 
communicate 
thoughts, ideas, 
experiences and 
events. 
-Use writing to 
support their play. 

composition and 
type. 
-Draw or paint a 
place from 
observation or 
imagination. 
-Learn and sing 
songs and rhymes 
as part of a larger 
group. 
-Make simple prints 
using a variety of 
tools, including 
print blocks and 
rollers. 
-Manipulate 
malleable materials 
into a variety of 
shapes and forms 
using their hands 
and other simple 
tools. 
-Observe how 
activities are going 
and adapt their 
ideas if necessary. 
-Select appropriate 
materials when 
constructing and 
making. 
-Select appropriate 
tools and media to 
draw with. 
-Share their 
creations with 

using their hands and 
other simple tools. 
-Observe how 
activities are going 
and adapt their ideas 
if necessary. 
-Retell stories and 
narratives through 
role play and small 
world play, using 
some key vocabulary. 
-Share their creations 
with others, 
explaining their 
intentions and the 
techniques and tools 
they used. 
-Use digital devices 
to take digital images 
or recordings of their 
creations to share 
with others. 
 



-Talk about the 
characters, events 
and settings in 
stories they have 
listened to, using 
props and materials 
for role play. 
-Use natural 
materials and loose 
parts to make 2-D 
and 3-D art. 
-Use writing to 
communicate 
thoughts, ideas, 
experiences and 
events. 

communicate 
thoughts, ideas, 
experiences and 
events. 

others, explaining 
their intentions and 
the techniques and 
tools they used. 
-Use writing to 
support their play. 

 


