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Vision 

Here at Bethersden we understand the importance of handwriting and how this essential 

tool requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. It is important that we enable 

children to master this skill of writing legibly and neatly in order for children to 

communicate their ideas clearly. Therefore a whole school approach to the teaching of 

handwriting is crucial to ensure that the style and method of teaching is consistent across 

the school for all pupils.  

 

 

Aims  

We aim for our children at Bethersden to: 

- Understand the importance of neat presentation in order to communicate their 

ideas clearly. 

- Take pride in the presentation of their work and to gain a sense of achievement. 

- Use the correct letter formation 

- Develop fluency and speed whilst writing, so that they are able to write in a neat 

joined style by the end of KS2 

 

We will teach our children to:  

- Correctly hold a pencil or pen 

- Write from left to write and from the top of the page to the bottom of the page 

- Start and finish letters correctly, ensuring correct letter formation  

- Use spaces between words  

- Correctly form both lower and upper case letters in proportion to the height of the 

lined paper 

- Write legibly and fluently  

 

 

Whole School Approach 

Handwriting is a crucial skill that is led by example and here at Bethersden we understand 

the importance of modelling good, neat handwriting to the children. Adults across the 

school will be good role models for handwriting style when writing in school, whether that 

is in the form of marking or comments made in books or writing on the board during 

lessons.  

 

 

EYFS 

Handwriting is a physical process and the gross and fine motor development is considered 

when providing the various activities to develop these skills. Gross Motor Skills are 

developed via PE lessons, the use of climbing equipment and the use of bikes. Additional 

activities are provided to support the development of fine motor skills such as threading 

activities and tweezers.  

 

Letter formation is taught in a pre-cursive style in line with the Read Write Inc. scheme, 

whereby each lower case letter has its own unique rhyme to reinforce correct letter 

formation.  



Children in Reception and Year 1 have daily dedicated handwriting sessions to practise 

such skills. Children in Early Years will learn and practise letter formation identifying the 

letter families:  

- around; c a o d g q  
- down; l t b p k h i j m n r u y  
- curly; e f s  
- zigzag; v w z x  

 

 

Year 1 

Following their Reception year, children in Year 1 will continue to have daily dedicated 

handwriting sessions, incorporated into their English curriculum. Children will focus on 

forming letters of the correct size and orientation, ensuring correct placement sitting on 

the line. Children will learn and practise these groups of letters:  

- sun letters; b d k h l (f and t are just a bit smaller)  
- boat letters; a c e i m n o r s u v a x z 
- water letters; g j p q y  

 

Children will also learn how to form capital letters correctly, exploring the difference 

between upper case and lower case letters.  

 

 

Year 2 

Children in Year 2 continue to have dedicated handwriting sessions at least 3 times a 

week. Here children learn to join lower case letters, whilst identifying and recognising the 

rule that capital letters are not joined. In order for children to adopt a joined handwriting 

style, they will identify and learn two types of letter joins:  

 

- arm join (diagonal)  
 

- washing line join (horizontal)  
 

Children will explore the variations of these joins, depending on the types of letters that 

are joining, such as boat or sun letters.  

  

 

Key Stage 2  

Handwriting practice sessions take place at least twice a week across KS2. Teachers 

continue to monitor every child’s letter formation skills ensuring that all children are 

forming letters correctly - skills explored across KS1. Children who still need monitoring at 

this stage will be those with specific difficulties with hand or pencil control. These 

children will have planned intervention sessions to support this. Most children will be able 

to continue to develop the cursive style and to keep their letters uniform in size.  

 

 

 



Use of writing equipment  

Children across Early Years (Reception), Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) and Lower Key Stage 2 

(Years 3 and 4) will use a pencil across all areas of their learning, including dedicated 

handwriting sessions. Children in Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) will use a pen to 

record their work, with the exception of Maths and Art & Design where children will 

continue to use a pencil.  

 

 

Assessment and monitoring  

Things to consider when assessing an individual's handwriting are;  

- Is the child holding a pencil correctly?  

- Does the child use the correct movement when forming letters?  

- Does the child write fluently?  

- Is the writing legible?  


