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Dedicated to Excellence 



This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of Phonics and Reading 

at Bethersden Primary School.  

1. Vision  

At Bethersden Primary School, we want all children to be able to confidently communicate their 

knowledge, ideas and emotions through their writing and reach their full potential. Through 

supportive teaching, each individual is guided on their journey towards becoming a successful 

writer. Children are inspired to write through engaging class texts and exciting writing 

opportunities, which enable them to become creative and innovative writers. 

 

2. Aims & Objectives  

At Bethersden, our aim is to ensure that all pupils: 

 Will be fully immersed in a productive and supportive writing environment, enabling them to 
become proficient writers 

 Will be able to write in a range of styles: including fiction, non-fiction and poetry 
 Will develop and improve their writing through engaging with challenging, high-quality texts as 

part of our reading and writing curriculum  
 Will be accurate writers, with a secure knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar 

conventions 
 Will take pride in their written work, ensuring it is presented to a high standard and in 

accordance with our school handwriting expectations 

 

3. Expectations  
 

Spelling 
Early spelling is taught through the use of RWI phonics lessons. The children’s daily spelling 
session, taught through the RWI spelling programme, ensure sequential coverage. To maintain 
continuity across the school, all classes have RWI resources in their classrooms to support 
writing and spelling. Complex Speed Sound charts are used by children in classrooms to 
support their spelling and independent writing. In Key Stage Two, classes follow progressive 
spelling teaching, which explores spelling patterns and rules. We aim to create confident and 
proficient spellers who are able to apply their word knowledge to challenging and unknown 
spellings. 
 
Children are also taught to: 

- Spell accurately and identify reasons for mis-spellings. 
- Proof-read their spellings 
- Recognise and use word origins, families and roots to build their skills 
- Use dictionaries and thesauruses. 

 
Our teaching of spelling is complimented by the use of Spelling Shed. The engaging games and 
activities provide opportunities to incorporate phonic knowledge with newly taught spelling 
rules and skills. Due to the online nature of Spelling Shed, children are about to continue 
practising their weekly spellings as part of their home learning.  
 
Punctuation and Grammar: 
To ensure all our children continue to develop their understanding of grammar and 



punctuation features, they are taught two discrete PaG (punctuation and grammar) sessions a 
week. This learning is then revisited and applied within extended writing lessons. 
 
Handwriting: 
At Bethersden, the teaching of handwriting begins in Early Years, where correct letter 
formation is taught using Read, Write, Inc mnemonics and memory pictures. Children are 
taught the correct posture for writing and holding the pencil in the correct way to allow for a 
legible handwriting style to develop. In KS1, handwriting continues to develop using RWI ‘sun, 
boat and water’ lines to teach the relative size and spacing of letters. In Year 2, the use of 
cursive handwriting is introduced using the RWI washing line and arm joins. Handwriting 
continues to develop throughout KS2, ensuring that the use of cursive is applied consistently 
and with accuracy. Where necessary, KS2 children participate in handwriting focused 
interventions to reinforce their prior learning. Teachers are expected to model the school’s 
handwriting style when marking children’s work, writing on the board and displays around the 
school. The teaching of handwriting is intrinsic in developing efficient writers. 

 
 

 

4.   Planning & Organisation 
At Bethersden, we strived for all our children to be proficient writers. In order to achieve this, 

lessons are carefully planned and designed to ensure progress is made for all.  

Early Years Foundation Stage: 

RWI is fully implemented in the EYFS class, but the class are not split into ability groups until 

the initial sounds have been taught. Once the sounds have been taught assessments take place 

to determine groupings. The formation of the letters is part of the RWI lesson and word time 

spelling takes place once the first 5 sounds are learnt. Children have the opportunity to mark 

make using a variety of mediums both the indoor and outdoor areas. Children are encouraged to 

use their phonic knowledge when writing independently through the availability of sound cards 

and RWI displays. Opportunities for writing across the curriculum are seized to encourage 

children to write for a purpose and to find pleasure in writing. 

Key Stage One: 

In Year 1, all children participate in a daily (x4 weekly) RWI reading lessons, which is a 30 

minute session. As part of this session, spelling is taught within their daily ‘Speed Sounds’ 

practise. For children in Year 2 who still require discrete daily phonics teaching, they too 

participate in these lessons. To ensure full coverage of our writing curriculum, KS1 children are 

also entitled to an hour-long English lesson. These lessons work alongside our reading 

curriculum’s class texts to inspire and motivate writing. Class teachers follow our writing 

progression document to ensure all PaG features of their year group are introduced, practised 

and developed across the course of the school year. Using teacher modelling, children begin to 

recognise the value of reflecting on their written work. We employ the use of ‘Purple Polishing 

Pens’ as an editing tool. In KS1 these are used to adult-support to recognise writing errors and 

correct them. Children are taught the necessary skills of writing composition and through the 

use of high-quality adult models and shared writing begin their extended writing journey. 

Key Stage Two:  

In Key Stage Two, English lessons run for an hour and 15 minutes. Within each lesson, children 

engage with a discrete SPaG session. The taught content of these sessions is determined by the 

school’s writing progression document to ensure all age-expected content is introduce, 



practised and developed across each year group. Our writing lessons work cohesively alongside 

our reading curriculum to ensure all children become fully immersed in high-quality literature 

and the genres of which they are writing. Children participate in a writing journey, working 

through the stages of: text immersion, planning, writing and editing. In Key Stage 2, we strive 

to make our children more independent writers. To do this, children become part of the editing 

process. They participate in peer and self-assessment and use their ‘Purple Polishing Pen’ to 

self-correct errors and up-level their written work. In accordance with our reading and writing 

progression documents, children engage with and write in a variety of styles, developing their 

knowledge of composition in fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  

 

5.   Assessment  

Formative assessment happens throughout every writing lesson where teachers ask questions and make 

observations to gauge their classes’ understanding. Teachers also complete reflective marking at the end 

of each lessons, to track next steps in learning for the whole class and any additional support needed for 

individuals and small groups.  

Formal assessment takes place at the end of each term (six times a year) using Balance. Here children 

are assessed as to whether they are: working well below, not yet secure, secure and greater depth. For 

children not yet working at the expected standard, additional assessment using the ‘All on One Page’ 

tracking grids are used. This to ensure small-step progress is identified and monitored across the year. 

Teaching staff participate in collaborative writing moderation to ensure their judgements are an 

accurate representation of each child’s writing ability. 

Children in EYFS are assessed using the development matters statements and a best fit age 

banding is recorded each term. 

 

6.    Inclusion  

SEN pupils are fully involved in phonics lessons as all pupils work in ability groups and teaching is 

geared to the speed of progress of each group. 1:1 phonics intervention is available for those 

who require it via the means of Fast Track Tutoring. This follows and continues the typical 

features of a RWI session, with opportunities that aim to boost phonic knowledge. Able children 

are catered for as groups are based on ability, with flexibility to accommodate gifted younger 

pupils within groups of older children.  

In writing lessons, all children engage with the whole class text, participating in class 

discussion, modelling and collaborative writing. Children requiring additional support within 

writing lessons receive differentiated activities and small group support from a class teacher or 

learning support assistant. Where difficulties in specific learning have been identified (for 

example in spelling), children will become part of 1:1/small group interventions in order to 

address misconceptions and accelerate their progress. 

 

 



7.    Monitoring and Evaluation  

The writing subject leader will be responsible for ensuring the quality of teaching and learning 

across the school. The writing subject leader will:  

 Conduct lesson observations of the teaching of English taking place throughout the year 

and any problems are addressed immediately. 

 Monitor that the school’s writing curriculum is implemented by all teachers across the 

school.   

 Lead the moderation of writing throughout the school year.  

 Conduct book scrutiny sessions throughout the year and action points are discussed and 

reviewed.   

 Be available to support teachers through staff training delivery and individual planning 

support where requested/required.   

 Is responsible for reporting to the governors about the quality of the implementation of 

writing strategies and the impact on standards.  


