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13/01/2023 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and managed to spend time with your loved ones. 
 
Attendance 
At the end of last term, I did inform you that every parent would receive a letter regarding their child’s 
attendance. The Department for Education updated their attendance guidance in September 2022, with 
higher expectations placed on schools to monitor children’s attendance and take robust action where 
attendance is not good enough.  Collectively the attendance at Bethersden Primary school is not at an 
acceptable level and this will be scrutinised by external agencies including Ofsted.  Bethersden has a 
history of being in the lowest 20% of schools regarding attendance and this needs to change.  There needs 
to be a collective drive to ensure that children are in school and on time, so that they have every 
opportunity to reach their full potential.  Research clearly shows that children with poor attendance, 
generally perform less well than their peers in statutory assessments due to their lost learning. This in turn 
impacts on their life chances. 
As a school we appreciate that there are times when children are genuinely unwell.  Of course children 
with diarrhoea and sickness have to stay away from school for 48 hours and children with temperatures 
should also not be in school.  However, some children are having time off school for minor ailments and as 
I have communicated previously, these children need to be in school and if we feel they are too unwell we 
will always call home.  Runny noses and sore throats are common during the winter season and not a reason 
for children not to be in school. 
I am also concerned about the number of holidays being booked during the school term.  The DFE guidance 
does state that schools are not able to authorise holidays during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  More concerning to me is parents who are phoning their children in sick when they are 
actually on holiday.  Lying is certainly not something we should be encouraging our children to do. 
Absence for holidays will not be authorised and where a child’s attendance is already a concern, penalty 
notices will be issued. 
Lateness of certain children is also a concern.  Children need to be in school by 8.45am at the very latest.  
  
Recruitment 
We are currently recruiting an additional Teaching Assistant for Bumblebee Class and will be interviewing 
several applicants for the post of SENCO the week beginning 23rd January. We will of course keep you 
updated. 
 
INTERIM SENCO 
I am sure you will join me in welcoming Mrs Lisa McDonald to the team as interim SENCO to take care of 
SEN provision and practice while Rebecca Simmonds is in hospital and the recruitment process for an 
additional SENCO is underway.  Mrs McDonald in an SEN advisor for Kent so knows her stuff!  Mrs McDonald 
is working 1.5 days a week at Bethersden but the days she is in school will change each week.  However, 
Mrs McDonald is very happy for parents to contact her via email lmacdonald@bethersden.kent.sch.uk  
 
Water Bottles  
A reminder that drinks bottles children bring into the classroom to keep them hydrated throughout the day 
must only contain water.  Water is of course a healthy option, but if it gets spilt it does not cause as much 
mess as squash.  Children can have squash/juice in their packed lunch boxes as these are drunk in the 
school hall where spillages are easily cleaned up and there is not any danger of work being damaged. 
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Break Time Snacks 
As I communicated in my newsletter before Christmas, we will only be allowing fruit and vegetables for 
snacks at morning break time.  Please do not send in cereal bars, YOYO Bears, fruit strings etc. as although 
the manufacturers may try to market these as healthy options, they are full of processed sugars!  Processed 
sugars have a massive impact on children’s ability to concentrate and therefore impact on learning.  
Schools also have a duty to encourage children to eat healthily and make healthy choices.  We need to 
have very clear guidance for parents and cannot be making exceptions for ‘healthy snacks’ that parents 
may wish to argue are healthy.  These snacks can be in children’s lunch boxes. Those having a school meal 
are given the option of a sweet treat at lunchtime, which has been carefully designed by nutritionists.  
Furthermore, many of the snacks that have been coming in, often have a plastic wrapper that doesn’t 
always end up in the bin, but also isn’t great for the environment!  Thank you for your support in this 
matter. 
 
CLUBS 
I know there have been a few teething problems with clubs, but please be patient while we iron these out.  
Mrs Green has worked really hard behind the scene organising external providers and timetabling all the 
clubs. Staff members are also running clubs in their own time and I thank them for their support in enabling 
our children to access activities which enrich their experiences at school. Clubs will change termly and a 
new club letter will be sent out at the end of each term to notify you of what is on offer the following 
term.  Booking for clubs is via parent mail and once you have booked and paid you have a place.  No 
further confirmation will be given.  If you are unable to book and pay for a place, it is because the club is 
full. 
If your child is doing a sports club, they will need their PE kit (brought in a bag).  Some clubs may also 
require some extra equipment and going forward this will be sent out in the initial club letter, so that you 
are aware of the requirements before you sign your child up. 
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. At Bethersden we have several Designated Safeguarding Leads – 
Mrs Henshaw, Mrs Green, Miss Rockingham and Mrs Browne.  If you have any concerns about your own 
child, or about another child in our school community, please report it to one of the named designated 
safeguarding leads. 
 
Excellence Assembly 
It was lovely to see so many of you at the first Excellence Assembly of the year.  Parents are welcome to 
join us every Wednesday at 2.45pm to celebrate our wonderful children’s achievements. 
 
PE Kits 
We have decided that in order to make PE lessons run more smoothly, children will come to school dressed 
in their PE kits on their PE day.  PE days are as follows:- 
Bumblebees – Friday 
Owls – Thursday 
Deer – Wednesday 
Otters – Tuesday 
Badgers – Monday 
 
Staffing For Term 3 
 
Bumblebees – Miss Young and Miss Mexter 
 
Owls – Miss Hughes, Mrs Green, Miss Hoogen and Mrs Joy 
 
Deers – Ms Proctor, Miss Simpson, Mrs Munday (will be starting this term) 
 
Otters – Miss Robinson, Miss Williams, Ms Leggat 
 
Badgers – Mrs Moss, Miss Rockingham (Thursday), Miss Webb 
 
Foxes – Miss Bennett, Mrs Kirk 
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Headteacher Recruitment update 
The advert for the substantive Headteacher post at Bethersden is now live; the closing date is 31st January. 
 
 
Suitable Clothing and school uniform 
At Bethersden Primary School, we believe that wearing a school uniform sets a clear expectation  
that everyone is equal, and it also prepares children for secondary school and later life as many professions 
have a uniform or dress code that must be followed. 
 
Uniform seems to have caused a few grumbles this week.  I would like to make it very clear that I have not 
changed the uniform policy, I am simply reinforcing the policy that appears to have slipped.  Leggings have 
never been allowed as part of the uniform policy and neither have trainers (other than for PE). 
Schools in this country have a uniform to avoid any worries or concerns about children being different, 
uniform is also about taking pride in our appearance and the school we belong to.  The school’s uniform 
policy isn’t any different to most schools in terms of what it expects.  Children should look presentable 
and as parents, when your child joined the school you signed a home school agreement which states that 
you will follow the school’s uniform policy. 
 
Our uniform consists of: 
Royal Blue sweatshirt 
Pale blue or white polo shirt or cotton shirt 
Dark grey/black trousers or dark grey/black shorts 
Dark grey/Black skirt or dark grey/black pinafore 
In addition, pupils may choose to wear: 
Royal Blue cardigan 
Blue gingham dresses, in warmer weather  
Royal Blue fleece for outdoor use 
 
Leggings are not a suitable alternative to trousers. 
 
For PE all children need: 
White PE t-shirt (available with a school logo) 
Black PE shorts 
A pair of trainers or plimsolls 
A plain dark coloured tracksuit (without fashion logos) for outdoor use 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT CHILDREN MAY ONLY WEAR TRAINERS ON PE DAYS, AT ALL OTHER TIMES CHILDREN 
SHOULD BE WEARING SENSIBLE BLACK SHOES. 
 
Please make sure that during the winter months your child brings a coat to school every day. 
 
Admission to Primary School September 2023 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 16TH JANUARY 2023. 

If your child is 4 years old by 31st August 2023, then you need to apply for a school place for them via the website 

below. 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places 

Please do not assume that because you already have a child in school you do not need to apply via the official 

route. 
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TERM DATES 

Term 3 – 4th January – 10th February 

Term 4 – 20th February – 31st March 

Bank Holidays – Monday 1st May and Monday 8th May 

Term 5 – 17th April – 26th May 

Staff Development Day – Monday 5th June 

Term 6 – 6th June – 20th July  

Staff Development Day – Friday 21st July 

National Testing Dates 

SATS Testing for Year 2 will be carried out during May 

Tuesday 9th May – Friday 12th May – SATS TESTING Year 6 

Monday 5th – Friday 16th June – Multiplication Times Tables Check (MTC) Year 4 

Monday 12th June – Friday 16th June – Year 1 Phonic Screening Check 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

 
 
Mrs Toni Browne 
Interim Executive Headteacher 
  


