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Dedicated to Excellence 



1. Aim 
 

At Bethersden Primary School we adhere to the guidance stated in The Statutory Framework for 
the Early Years Foundation Stage March 2021. As stated in the framework we are dedicated to 
the belief that ‘every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables 

them to fulfil their potential’. 
 

We are ‘an inclusive learning community Dedicated to Excellence’ and in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) we strive to support, nurture and inspire children to achieve their own 
personal excellence. We understand that for a child to make good progress we must ensure that 

their wellbeing is fostered and curiosity to learn is ignited. Each unique child will come into 
reception with an individual starting point. Despite this, we aim high and reach for the stars for 

every single child and encourage them to reach their own personal excellence. 
 
At Bethersden Primary School we aim to ensure that our continuous provision and learning 
environments both indoor and out provide opportunities for all three characteristics of effective 
teaching and learning identified by the EYFS Framework. These characteristics are: 
 
• Playing and Exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  
• Active Learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 
enjoy achievements  
• Creating and Thinking Critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things  
These characteristics underpin learning and development across all areas and support the child 
to become a curious, motivated and lifelong learners. 
We aim to ensure that children are provided with a learning environment that: 
• Is safe and celebrates independence and uniqueness. 
• Ignites curiosity and risk taking where a child knows that mistakes made can be turned into 
opportunities of learning and growth. 
• Enables children to explore previous and new learning whilst following their own interests and 
being introduced to new opportunities to broaden experiences.  
• In which staff do not control the play and learning but instead enhance through a thoughtful 
environment, child lead curriculum, caring ethos and high-quality adult interaction and 
questioning. 
 
In addition, we value outdoor learning as much as indoor. We aim to provide a nature inspired 
outdoor approach in the early years to support our vision as a school, provide meaningful learning 
experiences and allow children to engage with their ‘hands, hearts and heads’ - Juliet Robertson, 
Messy Maths.  
 
We also value and encourage parental engagement and we work in partnership with parents and 
carers to develop and nurture their children, to support them to flourish in everything they do 
with support from our online learning journal Tapestry. 
 

2. Curriculum 
 
According to the ‘Good Practice in Early Education’ Research Report, January 2017, good practice 
in relation to curriculum planning includes approaches that are: 

• Tailored to individual needs 

• Capitalise on children’s interests to achieve excellent learning outcomes 

• Flexible and responsive so that plans are changed or adapted to follow the interests of the 
children and respond to external events 

• Informed by on-going assessment 



• Grounded in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework 

 

All these approaches support our vision and values:  

‘A community where all members are valued equally and treated fairly according to their 
needs; cultural, religious or social background and are given the richest possible opportunities 

to develop their own personal excellence.’ 

 

The EYFS Framework 

The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development.  

 

Prime Areas: 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Self-Regulation, Managing Self and Building 
Relationships 

Communication and Language: Listening, Attention and Understanding and Speaking  

Physical Development: Gross Motor Skills and Fine Motor Skills  

 

Specific Areas: 

Literacy: Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing  

Mathematics: Number and Numerical Patterns  

Understanding the World: Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities and The Natural 
World 

Expressive Arts and Design: Creating with Materials and Being Imaginative and Expressive 

 
Cornerstone Curriculum  
 
Throughout out school including EYFS we follow the Cornerstones Curriculum which adheres to 
both the National Curriculum and the EYFS Framework. The Cornerstones Curriculum is ambitious, 
concept-driven and knowledge-rich and is built on a sequenced knowledge and skills framework, 
the curriculum is informed by the latest findings from cognitive science about how children learn 
best. In addition, it can be easily adapted to meet the unique needs of our pupils and our school. 
The Cornerstones Curriculum in the EYFS at Bethersden allow us to deliver impactful and engaging 
lessons through a variety of projects and companion projects including ‘Marvellous Machines’, 
‘Ready Steady Grow’ and ‘Animal Safari’. Each project is delivered through a series of well-
planned lessons built around Cornerstones’ four-stage pedagogy Engage-Develop-Innovate-
Express. 
 

 
 
Read Write Inc 
 

At Bethersden Primary school we dedicated to providing the high-quality teaching and learning of 
phonics through one of the most popular phonics scheme Read Write Inc. Our phonics teachers 



receive regular support and training to ensure we adhere to the programme accurately in in order 
to promote excellent outcomes for pupils in both reading and writing.  
 

 
 

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.”  
– Walt Disney 

 
“You can make anything by writing.”  

– C.S. Lewis 
 

Power Maths 
 
At Bethersden we following the maths scheme Power Maths. Power Maths is a curriculum mastery 
programme ‘designed to spark curiosity and excitement and nurture confidence in maths’. It is 
the only mastery programme that is aligned to the White Rose Maths progressions and schemes of 
learning. Power Maths Reception fully covers the 2021 Early Learning Goals. The materials bring 
the mastery approach of Power Maths together with beautiful new resources tailor-made for 
Reception children. In addition, Power Maths Reception is written by a team of Mastery Specialists 
and Early Years advisor and includes five cool characters that support your child on their 
mathematical journey. 

 
 

Our parents and families are too encouraged to be part of their child’s learning journey through 
the use of Tapestry our online learning journal and through termly events such as ‘Books and 
Biscuits’ where families are invited into the classroom to take part in activities, celebrate their 
child’s learning and be part of the Bethersden family. 
 

3. Continuous provision and outdoor learning 
 
Also, at Bethersden we carefully plan for both our indoor and outdoor classrooms that ignite 
curiosity and risk taking where a child knows that mistakes made can be turned into opportunities 
of learning and growth. It is important that our learning environments enable children to explore 
previous and new learning whilst following their own interests and being introduced to new 
opportunities to broaden experiences. We also ensure our EYFS team do not control the play and 
learning but instead enhance through a thoughtful environment, child lead curriculum, caring 
ethos and high-quality adult interaction and questioning. Children at Bethersden will be given the 
opportunity to play and learn outside of the classroom every day, no matter the weather. 
 



“In nature, children learn to take risks, overcome fears, make new friends, regulate emotions 
and create imaginary worlds.” – Angela J. Hanscom, Balanced and Barefoot 

 
“Nature offers us something wonderful and unique that we cannot experience inside. There is 
richness and a diversity to what we can experience outside as we go through the flow of the 
seasonal year and working outside can allow every area of our early years curriculum to be 

met.” – Kimberly Smith, Bringing Hygge into the Early Years 
 

4. Transition from Nursery to Reception 
 

We aim to ensure children have a smooth and happy transition from nursery to reception. In Early 
Years we value parents and families as essential in their child’s education and so provide many 
opportunities for them to be involved in their child’s learning journey. This is something we 
continue throughout their child’s year in reception providing many opportunities for families to 
join us in our learning environment. 

We provide an induction meeting for parents, families and staff to assist with all of the necessary 
information and support needed when taking the big step of starting school. We also provide 
parent sessions for children and their families to come into school and spend time with their new 
teacher and learning support staff and through play in our environment. In addition, we provide 
stay and play sessions in which children come, play and learn with their new teacher and staff 
whilst their parents have a cup of tea or coffee in another part of the school supporting the 
children with their independence when starting school. Furthermore, we provide one session at 
the end of the summer holidays where the children and their families are invited to a Teddy Bear 
picnic at the local park to allow time with their teacher and staff after the long summer break.  

All these sessions take part before the September start to ease the transition, build confidence 
and relationships and prepare children and families in the very best way possible. At Bethersden 
Primary School we also do home visits to support this transition. Home visits are an important 
induction for families and staff and allow us to find out about the needs and interests of the 
children who will be joining the Bethersden Primary School family. If the child is part of our 
neighboring playschool our transition begins in January where the playschool rising 5s come over 
one afternoon as week to begin their transition. 

As well as all our transition opportunities before September we also adopt a staggered approach 
to starting school. The children will attend school only in the mornings and then will move onto 
whole days after a few weeks. We do this based on the needs of the children starting school and 
to minimalise any inconveniences caused to normal family life 
 

5. At the end of EYFS 

The national expectation is for children to achieve a ‘Good Level of Development’ (GLD), at the 
end of EYFS. GLD is when a child achieves ‘expected milestones within all strands within the prime 
areas of learning as well as all strands within literacy and maths’. 

Each unique child will come into reception with an individual starting point. Despite this, we aim 
high and reach for the stars for every single child and encourage them to reach their own personal 
excellence. 

At the end of the EYFS at Bethersden we expect most children to have made GLD. In addition, we 
anticipate that in addition to GLD our children will be curious, confident and independent 
learners. Of whom are prepared for their transition into year one. 

 

6. Tapestry 
 
At Bethersden Primary School we use the online learning journal Tapestry to capture the learning 
of our children. Tapestry is a secure online learning journal to record photos, observations and 



comments, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to build up a record of your 
child's experiences during their time with us. Each child’s leaning journal on Tapestry can be 
accessed from home for families to see and celebrate. Families are also expected to capture 
learning at home to help create a whole learning journal profile of their child which supports the 
assessment of each child and build evidence towards the end of year Early Learning Goals.  
 

 
 

 

7. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

The EYFS leader will be responsible for ensuring the quality of teaching and learning in the EYFS at 

Bethersden Primary School. This EYFS leader will:  

● Work to raise the profile of EYFS at Bethersden Primary School through best practice.  

● Ensure indoor and outdoor environments are conducive to learning, through effective use of 

high quality and well-planned displays, provision, resources and provocation. They will also 

ensure the accessibility of the provision to ensure accessible opportunities for all.  

● Monitor recording, progression and continuity of high-quality teaching, learning, questioning, 

observing and the environment in the EYFS. 

● Ensure that all staff in the EYFS have access to planning and the relevant resources which 

accompany them. 

● Monitor children’s progress high-quality observations and summative assessment. They will use 

this data to inform the subject development plan which will detail how standards in the 

subject are to be maintained and developed further. 

● Keep up to date on current developments in music education and disseminate information to 

colleagues. 

 


