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What we are doing: 
 

The art and design projects are well sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that develops 

children’s skills and knowledge of visual elements, art forms, artists and art movements. 

Projects are placed alongside other subject projects where there are opportunities for making 

meaningful connections. For example, Flower Head has been placed in the same teaching sequence 

as the science project Plant Survival.  Linking curriculum areas allows children to make meaningful 

connections, e.g. Sow, Grow and Farm is taught alongside Nature’s Art so children can develop an 

understanding of the changing nature of arable landscapes. 

Where possible, projects with similar materials are spaced out to have as little strain on resources as 

possible. Building on children’s artistic skills is an important part of our art curriculum. The children 

will have the ability to revisit skills and build on their knowledge of different artists and artistic 

movements. Examples include: colour mixing (Mix It, Contrast and Compliment, Tints Tones and 

Shades), clay work (Prehistoric Pots and Taotie), art in the natural world (Rain and Sunrays, Beautiful 

Botanicals, Vista, Nature’s Art, Bees Beetles and Butterflies) as well as important artistic movements 

(Still Life, Expression, Trailblazers Barrier Breakers) 

How our Art curriculum builds over Key Stages: 
 

Key Stage 1 
 

In Key Stage 1, each autumn term begins with the colour project Mix It. The teaching of this project 

in Years 1 and 2 enables children to be introduced to and then revisit colour theory and provides 

plentiful opportunities for children to explore primary and secondary colours. 

Year 1 begins by exploring themes directly related to the children themselves, such as their facial 

features, the surrounding natural world and their local community. In Year 2, the projects expand 

children’s artistic horizons to study a more comprehensive range of artists, artistic movements and 

creative techniques. Key Stage 1 introduces our children to some of the core skills of the art 

curriculum such as: collage (Funny Faces and Fabulous Features), printing (Rain and Sunrays), 

observation (Portraits and Poses, Still Life) as well as the comparison between the natural and urban 

environments (Street View, Flower Head). 

Lower Key Stage 2 
 

In Lower Key Stage 2, each autumn term begins with the colour project Contrast and Complement. 

In Years 3 and 4, the teaching of this project enables children to build on their previous 

understanding of colour and further develop their expertise by studying theory. 

In Year 3, children expand their experiences to study a broader range of art forms, artists and 

genres. They also begin to study art from specific and diverse periods of history, including prehistoric 

pottery and Roman mosaics. Other genres studied in Year 3 build on previous techniques learned in 

Key Stage 1 and include more complex techniques in printmaking, drawing, painting and textiles. 

 



 

In Year 4, children develop more specialised techniques in drawing, painting, printmaking and 

sculpture. They explore ways in which ancient cultures have influenced art and crafts by studying, 

for example, medieval weaving techniques and the religious significance of Islamic art. Lower Key 

Stage 2 reinforces our children in some of the core skills of the art curriculum such as: collage and 

patterns (Mosaic Masters, Islamic Art), printing (Animal, Beautiful Botanicals), observation (Vista, 

Statues, Statuettes and Figurines) as well as the comparison between the natural and urban 

environments (Ammonite, People and Places). 

Lower Key Stage 2 also sees children take a deep dive into the work of LS Lowry. 

Upper Key Stage 2 
 

In Upper Key Stage 2, each autumn term begins with the colour project Tints, Tones and Shades. 

Teaching these projects in Years 5 and 6 enables children to build on their previous understanding of 

colour theory and develop further expertise with colour by studying tonal variations and more 

complex colour charts. 

In Year 5, children develop and combine more complex artistic techniques in a range of genres, 

including drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture. Children continue to build on their 

understanding of other historical periods and cultures by studying the ancient Chinese art motif of 

Taotie and the significance of the Expressionist movement. 

In Year 6, children are encouraged to work more independently in projects like Environmental Artists 

and Distortion and Abstraction. Such projects require them to consider more conceptual 

representations of personal, environmental, social or political messaging. Children explore diversity 

in art by studying the projects Inuit and Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers. 

 

 
What we do when: 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Reception Explore colour and colour- 
mixing. 

Develop their small motor 
skills so that they can use a 
range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently. 
Suggested tools: pencils for 
drawing and writing, 
paintbrushes, scissors, 
knives, forks and spoons. 

Explore, use and refine 
a variety of artistic 
effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 

Year 1 Mix It (y1) Funny Faces 
and 
Fabulous 
Features 

Rain and Sunrays Street View 

Year 2 Mix It Still Life Flower Head Portraits and Poses 

Year 3 Contrast and 
Compliments 

Prehistoric 
Pots 

Ammonite People and 
Places 

Beautiful 
Botanicals 

Mosaic 
Masters 



 

 

Year 4 Contrast and 
Compliments 

Warp and 
Weft 

Vista Animal Statues, 
Figurettes 
and 
Figurines 

Islamic Art 

Year 5 Tints, Tone 
and Shade 

Taotie Line, Light 
and 
Shadows 

Nature’s Art Mixed 
Media 

Expression 

Year 6 Distortion and 
Abstraction 
 

Bees, 
Butterflies 
and 
Beetles 

Inuit Environmental 
Artists 

Tints, Tone 
and Shade 

Trailblazers
, Barrier 
Breakers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What each unit entails: 
 

Year 1: 
 

Funny Faces and Fabulous Features: 
 

This art project is taught alongside the history topic Childhood and connects with children’s 

understanding of themselves and their identity. They will explore portraiture and look at examples 

from different artists and genres. They will be introduced to the term ‘collage’ and use fabric, paper 

and digital software to make imaginative portraits. They will explore how facial features and 

expressions make a portrait interesting and use a range of textural materials to create self-portraits. 

The core thread of identity permeates our art curriculum as seen in Year 4’s Statues, Statuettes and 

Figurines and Year 6’s Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers. 

 

 
Mix It (y1) 

 

In this project, children are introduced to colour theory. They revisit the names of primary colours 

and use them to make secondary colours. They explore ways of making hues by varying the amount 

of each primary colour that they mix. They will explore and describe the use of colour in various 

paintings from different artists and genres and describe them using colour related vocabulary. They 

paint a simple colour wheel and use primary and secondary colours to paint a colourful, patterned 

composition. This project is reinforced in Year 2 under the same name. 

 

 
Rain and Sunrays 

 

Children are introduced to the method of collagraph printmaking. They are introduced to the term 

‘motif’ and practise making simple weather motifs using transient materials. They learn about the 

visual elements of line and shape and their importance in printmaking. Children will use the 

collagraph method to make and design a simple print block on the theme of a weather symbol to 



 

make repeated patterns. Children will have the chance to build on the skills of printmaking in their 

Dairy Meadow career in Year 3’s Ammonite and Year 6’s Inuit. 

 

 
Street View: 

 

This art project is taught alongside the history project School Days and connects with children’s 

understanding of human features in the local environment. Children will be introduced to relief 

sculpture and mural making. They will observe local buildings and their features, taking photographs 

and making simple thumbnail sketches. They will explore and compare art on the theme of urban 

landscapes and discuss how they are similar or different. They are introduced to American artist 

James Rizzi’s work and are taught about his techniques and use of bright and lively colours. Inspired 

by Mix It they will work collaboratively to make a relief mural about their local community in the 

style of James Rizzi. Children will be looking at other significant artists across all year groups, most 

notably Lowry in Year 4 (People and Places) and Basquiat in Year 6 (Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers). 

 

 
Year 2: 

 

Still Life: 
 

This project is taught alongside the history project of Movers and Shakers and connects with 

children’s understanding of significance. Children will observe and make thumbnail sketches of 

famous still life artworks and discuss the use of visual elements including subject matter, colour, 

composition and texture. Children will explore work by Cezanne, Van Gogh and Braque and explore 

the use of colour in more depth by identifying colours in sections of painting and mixing and 

matching their hues. Children will also develop the skills of first-hand drawing, drawing outlines and 

making textured forms in clay. This will build up to organizing their own still life. The ideas of artistic 

movements will be revisited in Year 2’s Still Life and Year 5’s Expressionism 

Flower Head 
 

Children will build on their understanding of sculptural forms through the subject matter of flowers. 

They’ll build on the experiences of relief sculpture experienced in Street View. Children will draw 

from direct observation, both in and out of the classroom and study floral art from different artists 

and genres, focusing on how artists use visual elements to create interesting pieces. 

In practical activities, children explore the properties of shape, form, texture, colour and pattern to 

create simple 3d forms. Children are introduced to the Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama and her giant 

flower sculptures. They will use paper or clay to mimic her style. Children will revisit flowers as a 

motif in Year 5’s Nature’s Art and Year 3’s Beautiful Botanicals. 

 

 
Portraits and Poses 

 

This project is taught alongside the history topic of Magnificent Monarchs and connects with 

children’s understanding of monarchy and power. Revisiting the year 1 topics of portraiture in Funny 

Faces and Fabulous Features as well as monarchy in Bright Lights, Big City – children are introduced 

to Tudor portraits and study their style and symbolic importance. They’ll make simple sketches of 

each other holding a pose or prop to mimic symbolism in Tudor Art. They’ll use art software to 

create simple line drawings from their initial studies. Children will also learn about modern 



 

portraiture. Symbolism in portraiture is touched upon again in the Year 4-unit Statues, Statuettes 

and Figurines. 

Year 3: 
 

Prehistoric Pots: 
 

This art topic is taught alongside the history project of Through the Ages to connect with children’s 

understanding of prehistoric civilisations and their technological capabilities. Children will learn 

about the cultural and artistic significance of the Bell Beaker pottery and make preliminary sketches 

of the form, shape and pattern of the pots. They’ll build on their previous learning about the 

properties of clay from year 2’s Flower Head to extend their clay skills to include rolling coils, making 

and using slip and joining clay. They’ll use these skills to explore ways to add decoration and 

embellishments to clay slabs in the style of Bell Beaker pottery. Clay work is a recurring theme in the 

curriculum, children will be making a bankura horse in the Year 4 project Animal. 

 

 
Contrast and Complement: 

 

Children will be building on their learning from the Mix It projects in years 1 and 2, revisiting and 

extending their learning of colour theory by learning about colour families, including analogous, 

complementary, warm, cool and tertiary colours. Children are introduced to watercolour paints and 

will explore the properties and techniques of watercolour painting. They will revisit the concept of 

the colour wheel from earlier learning and paint colour wheels for each colour family. They will also 

analyse a favourite painting to make and mix its colours correctly. This is the second part of a 

recurring theme on colour that incorporates Mix It and Tints, Tones and Shades. 

 

 
Ammonite 

 

This project is taught alongside the geography project Rocks, Relics and Rumbles to connect with 

children’s understanding of rocks and fossils. It also connects with the art project People and Places 

to cement ideas of landscape and place. In Ammonite, children will continue to use nature as a 

starting point to explore art as per year 2’s Flower Head. They’ll use fossils and other natural forms 

to create a suite of work that includes printmaking and clay sculpture. Children are introduced to 

drawing techniques, including simple line drawing, shading and crosshatching. They’ll build on the 

idea of motifs first introduced in year 1’s Rain and Sunrays. They’ll build on previous clay work by 

creating motifs. 

 

 
People and Places: 

 

In this project, children will revisit the genre of figure drawing first studied in Portraits and Poses. 

They’ll delve deep into the work of LS Lowry. They’ll learn to draw quick sketches and more detailed 

drawings of the human form and are introduced to the concept of narrative in art. They’ll study 

features of urban landscapes, first explored in year 1’s Street View and make exploratory studies 

using sketches, photography and digital collages. They’ll work outdoors in sketch books to capture 

the characteristics of their school in the style of LS Lowry’s ‘Coming out of school’. The thread of 

portraiture is also picked up again in Year 4’s Statues, Statuettes and Figurines. 



 

Beautiful Botanicals: 
 

In this project, children will revisit the idea of nature as a starting point for art as explored in Flower 

Head and Ammonite. They’ll explore the genre of botanical art using natural materials from the local 

environment to create a botanical weaving. They’ll investigate the botanical subject matter by 

making sketches and colour studies. Children will be introduced to botanical artists and make 

observations about the similarities and differences across the genre. They’ll use their drawings as 

inspiration for a two colour botanical print and use what they have learned throughout the project 

to create a botanical painting of fruit. Children will have already garnered skills in printing from Year 

1’s Rain and Sunrays, they will refine this further in Year 6’s Inuit. 

 

 
Mosaic Masters: 

 

This project is taught alongside the history topic of Emperor and Empires to connect with children’s 

understanding of everyday life in the Roman Empire and Roman arts and culture. Children will 

explore Roman mosaics and the artistic significance of mosaic making. They explore Roman mosaics 

and make sketches to record the pattern and colours typical of the period. They use mosaic making 

techniques to make small samples using pre-cut foam, foil or paper tesserae. Children will develop 

their ideas further by using pre-cut tesserae to create a simple border tile. The idea of repeated 

patterns in art is also seen in Year 4’s Warp and Weft as well as Islamic Art. 

 

 
Year 4: 

 

Contrast and Complement: 
 

Children will be building on their learning from the Mix It projects in years 1 and 2 as well as Contrast 

and Complement in year 3, revisiting and extending their learning of colour theory by learning about 

colour families, including analogous, complementary, warm, cool and tertiary colours. Children are 

introduced to watercolour paints and will explore the properties and techniques of watercolour 

painting. They will revisit the concept of the colour wheel from earlier learning and paint colour 

wheels for each colour family. They will also analyse a favourite painting to make and mix its colours 

correctly to use them in a design to create an imaginative colour composition. Children will complete 

work on colour in Year 5/6’s Tints, Tones and Shades. 

 

 
Warp and Weft: 

 

This project is taught alongside the history project of Invasion in order to connect with children’s 

understanding of Celtic culture. Children will revisit the method of loom weaving studied in year 3’s 

Beautiful Botanicals. They explore the craft of weaving through time and learn about the properties 

of yarn and how they vary in texture, colour and type. They sort yarns into colour groups, such as 

warm or cool colours and record their findings in sketchbooks. They’ll make mini loom weavings and 

progress to learn how to weave shapes. Children will use their weaving skills and knowledge of yarn 

properties to design and create a wall hanging. The idea of crafts being used for a specific time in 

history is echoed in Year 3’s Ammonite and Year 5’s Taotie. 



 

Vista: 
 

This art project is taught alongside the Geography project Misty Mountain, Winding River to connect 

with children’s understanding of physical features in the landscape. Children will build on the theme 

of landscapes from year 3’s People and Places. They’ll explore and discuss examples of famous 

landscapes and learn how to use a viewfinder to isolate a viewpoint. They work outdoors to practise 

their technique, finding interesting perspectives to sketch. They will study mountainous landscapes 

through drawings and paintings and discuss their differences. Children will be introduced to 

atmospheric perspective and will explore the technique by making sketchbook studies using pen, 

pencil and ink. Children will also use their knowledge about warm and cool colour families 

introduced in Contrast and Complement. Children create a landscape using a photograph as a 

starting point. The comparison between natural and man-made environments has been touched 

upon Year 1’s Street View and reinforced in Year 3’s People and Places. 

 

 
Animal: 

 

In this art project children continue to use nature as a basis for art. They learn how animals have 

inspire artists to create artworks in various forms such as sculpture and compare examples from 

different times and cultures. Children are introduced to drawing animal forms and studying the 

patterns, textures and colours observed on animal coverings. Children will revisit clay skills as seen in 

year 3’s Prehistoric Pots. They use their skills and knowledge of animal forms to create a 3d clay 

sculpture in the style of a Bankura horse. Further examples of nature in art within our curriculum can 

be found in Year 6’s Bees, Beetles and Butterflies. 

 

 
Statues, Statuettes and Figurines: 

 

This art topic is taught alongside the history topic of Ancient Civilisations to connect with the 

children’s understanding of the importance of sculpture to ancient civilisations. Children will revisit 

figurative art, last see in year 3’s People and Places. They will explore 3d representation of the 

human form including statues, statuettes and figurines. They’ll learn about the purpose and 

characteristics of each type of sculptural form and study examples from ancient Egypt, Sumer and 

the Indus Valley. They’ll use their clay-skills and knowledge of Sumerian sculpture to create a Sumer 

style figurine. 

 

 
Islamic Art: 

 

This art topic is taught alongside the history topic of Ancient Civilisations to connect with the 

children’s understanding of the interconnections between art, craftsmanship and religion. This 

project will build on the ideas of motifs seen in year 1’s Rain and Sunrays and year 3’s Ammonite. 

Children explore geometric shapes used in Islamic art, circles as the basis for patterns and make 

motifs and patterns using a traditional pencil and compass technique. They build on their clay skills 

to create relief sculptures based on geometric motifs. 



 

Year 5: 
 

Tints, Tones and Shades: 
 

This art project sees children revisit and extend their understanding of colour theory previously 

studied in Contrast and Compliment. They are introduced to the terms tint, tone and shade and how 

learn how to mix tints, tones and shade of colour with systematic accuracy. They study how artists 

use tints, tones and shades in landscape painting, building on their understanding from the year 4 

project Vista. They will explore ways that tints, tones and shades can be used in paintings to 

represent light, shadow and perspective. 

 

 
Taotie: 

 

This art project connects with children’s understanding of the Shang Dynasty through Dynamic 

Dynasties and its significant technological and artistic advances. Children will explore the cultural 

significance of the Taotie motif in ancient Chinese culture and learn about the process of bronze 

piece mould casting. They build on their understanding of malleable materials and learn casting 

techniques with silicone, paper and clay. They will use their knowledge of casting methods to make a 

Taotie relic using a clay mould and plaster cast. Children will also revisit the medium of watercolour 

introduced in Contrast and Complement to add colour to their Taotie pieces. 

 

 
Line, Light and Shadows: 

 

In this project, children explore the visual qualities of line, light and shadow. They build on their 

previous knowledge of the visual elements of line to explore how significant artists such as Pablo 

Picasso and Rembrandt use line to create exciting and innovative art. Children are introduced to a 

range of shading techniques, including crosshatching, scribbling, ink wash and contouring. They’ll 

use digital equipment to take black and white photographs and use pencils, pens and ink washes to 

reimagine their photographs in a shaded drawing. Children meet other significant artists, most 

noticeably in Year 3’s People and Places (Lowry) and Year 6’s Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers 

(Basquiat). 

 

 
Nature’s Art: 

 

This art project is taught alongside Sow, Grow and Farm to connect with children’s understanding of 

natural materials, the environment and the seasons. By revisiting themes of nature and natural 

forms studied in year 3’s Ammonite and Beautiful Botanicals, children are introduced to the genre of 

land art and learn about the materials used by artists. They work outdoors to sketch and photograph 

natural forms and explore the artistic potential of natural and seasonal materials. They work 

collaboratively to create art in the outdoors and record their work using photography. Children use 

their knowledge and experience to develop small scale gallery installations. 

 

 
Mixed Media: 

 

In this art project children revisit the art of collage from Year 1’s Funny Faces, Fabulous Features. 

They explore paper collage and learn how this technique can represent the visual elements of 



 

texture, line, colour and shape. Children progress to fabric collage and use stitching to join pieces. 

They explore mixed media artworks and then use their learning to create a small-scale mixed media 

collage. 

 

 
Expression: 

 

Again, children visit the theme of portraiture, previously studied in Funny Faces and Fabulous 

Features, Portraits and Poses and People and Places. They learn about the characteristics of 

Expressionist art movement and explore the work of Edvard Munch to find out about the 

techniques, features and significance of his work. Children will explore different ways to portray 

feelings and emotions in art, including sketching self-portraits, portrait photography and colour 

theory. They apply their learning to create an imaginative self-portrait that expresses an emotion or 

feeling. 

 
 
 
 

Year 6: 
 

Distortion and Abstraction: 
 

This art project is taught alongside the history project of Britain at War to connect with children’s 

understanding of emotional messaging and political commentary. This art unit sees children revisit 

portraiture, exploring how artists portray political and social messages through their art. They 

discover how the distortion of shape, composition and colour can add emotion or narrative to 

artwork and study significant examples. Children develop a suite of work, including photography, 

sketching and digital collage. The idea of art as a media for protest and social change is also echoed 

in Year 6’s Inuit. 

 

 
Bees, Beetles and Butterflies 

 

In this art project, children revisit the theme of nature and the natural world. They are introduced to 

the work of significant illustrators and will make links with scientific drawings. Children sketch the 

visual elements of insects and combine materials to create detailed decorations. This unit provides a 

culmination of natural representation in art. 

 
 

 
Inuit: 

 

This art project is taught alongside the geography project Frozen Kingdoms to connect with 

children’s understanding of Inuit culture, in particular their relationships and beliefs about the 

natural world. Children will revisit the theme of animals in art, previously studied in year 4’s Animal 

and observe the style and methods used by Inuit artists and craftspeople. Significant artists include; 

Kenojuak Ashevak, Jessie Oonark, Karoo Ashevak, David Reben Piqtoukun and Pitseolak Ashoona. 

Children will build on their experience of reduction printing previously studied in year 3’s Ammonite 



 

to create detailed drawings of traditional carvings. Children will carve simple lines into soap blocks. 

They will be introduced to stenciling techniques and study the significance and artistic elements of 

the famous print The Owl. 

 

Tints, Tones and Shades: 
 

This art project sees children revisit and extend their understanding of colour theory previously 

studied in Contrast and Compliment as well as the corresponding year 5 module of the same name. 

They are introduced to the terms tint, tone and shade and how learn how to mix tints, tones and 

shade of colour with systematic accuracy. They study how artists use tints, tones and shades in 

landscape painting, building on their understanding from the year 4 project Vista. They will explore 

ways that tints, tones and shades can be used in paintings to represent light, shadow and 

perspective. 

 

 
Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers: 

 

This art project is taught alongside the history project Maafa to connect with children’s 

understanding of black history and equality. In this project children will explore the work of barrier 

breaking black artists. They research the pieces of a favourite artist the create and present a digital 

mood board about their works and significance. The children explore how artists portray narrative 

and meaning in their work and make replicas of a piece of art in the style of a specific artist. Children 

will use a sketchbook to develop sketches based on their ideas about human rights, equality and 

race represented in the artwork studied. 

 



 

 


