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Dedicated to Excellence 



This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of Music at Bethersden 

Primary School.  

1. Vision  

At Bethersden we are committed to developing a curiosity for music, as well as an understanding and 

acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role 

that music may wish to be expressed in any person’s life.  

We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the wider 

community and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge and experiences to involve themselves in 

music, in a variety of different contexts. 

2. Aims  

• For pupils to gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, 

evaluating, analysing, composing and performing across a wide variety of historical periods, 

styles, traditions, and musical genres. 

• To support pupils to grow as kind, curious, and open-minded young people, who are sensitive and 

knowledgeable about music and the arts. 

• For pupils to enjoy music in as many ways as they choose – either as listener, creator or 

performer. 

3. Purpose of Study  

The Charanga scheme of study we follow at Bethersden supports children to learn through units of work 

reinforced through the interrelated dimensions of music. This will allow children with each new song, 

always start again with the foundation of pulse, then rhythm, then pitch, adding new dimensions at the 

children progress.  

 

Children will also have access to music opportunities across other subjects in the curriculum and 

throughout their time with us at Bethersden including weekly singing assemblies, music lessons from 

experienced professionals, opportunities to listen to and experience music and after school clubs. 



4. Expectations  
 

The expectation is that the majority of pupils will move through the programme of study at broadly the 

same pace. However, decisions to reteach music skills and knowledge within the scheme maybe taken to 

support the needs required within a particular class at a particular time. As a result of this our children 

are expected to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon within the 

music curriculum. Our pupils will develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to 

children individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world and can dissect music and comprehend 

its parts. They can sing and feel a pulse. They understand how to further develop skills less known to 

them, should they ever develop an interest in their lives. 

 

5. Teaching and Learning  

A typical lesson using Charanga will last from 45 minutes to an hour.  

‘The units of work enable children to understand musical concepts through a repetition-based approach 

to learning. Learning about the same musical concept through different musical activities enables a more 

secure, deeper learning and mastery of musical skills.  

Musical teaching and learning is not neat or linear. The strands of musical learning, presented within the 

lesson plans and the on-screen resources, are part of the learning spiral. Over time, children can both 

develop new musical skills and concepts, and re-visit established musical skills and concepts. Repeating a 

musical skill doesn’t necessarily mean their progress is slowing down or their development is moving 

backwards! It's just shifting within the spiral. Mastery means both a deeper understanding of musical 

skills and concepts and learning something new.’ - Charanga 

6.   Planning  

Each unit of work in the Charange scheme encompasses the strands of musical learning which correspond 
with the national curriculum for music: 
 

• Listening and Appraising 
 

• Musical Activities 
a) Warm-up Games 
b) Optional Flexible Games 
c) Singing 
d) Playing instruments 
e) Improvisation 
f) Composition 

 
• Performing 
 

7.   Assessment  

At Bethersden we use the Charanga assessment templates to measure which children will be working at 

the expected standard and to identify any music curriculum areas which may require further focus.  

8.    Monitoring and Evaluation  

The music subject leader will be responsible for ensuring the quality of teaching and learning in music 

across the school. This music subject leader will:  

● Work to raise the profile of music at Bethersden Primary School through best practice.  



● Ensure classroom environments are conducive to learning, through effective use of displays 

where appropriate and ensure the accessibility and availability of musical instruments. 

● Involve the school in ‘celebrations’ of music including singing assemblies and organising 

experiences from professional musicians. 

● Monitor recording, progression and continuity of music throughout the school through lesson 

observations, pupil voice interviews, floor book scrutiny, staff audits and music funding. 

● Ensure that all staff have access to year group plans and the relevant resources which 

accompany them. 

● Monitor children’s progress through the analysis of whole school data. They will use this data 

to inform the subject development plan which will detail how standards in the subject are to 

be maintained and developed further. 

● Organise, audit and purchase central and class-based music resources. 

●  Keep up to date on current developments in music education and disseminate information to 

colleagues. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


