
One of the highlights of the end of the school year for me is the privilege of reading 
the Celebration Reports which you will have received. The sense of pride I get from 
hearing how much progress each child has made, emotionally as well as academically, 
is always a joy and I hope you read your child’s report with the same sense of pride. 
I would like to thank the teachers for the hard work that goes in to writing these and 
the support staff who help to proof read them and get them ready for sending out. 

This year we have tried to get back to as much normality for our children as possible 
and it has been brilliant to see so many wonderful FOBS events return to the school. 
A huge thank you to everyone who has organised, helped run and supported events 
this year. The money raised through these events goes in to providing a range of extra 
opportunities for the children including paying for part of the whole school trip to the 
panto, the lovely leavers hoodies for year 6 and all the new playtime equipment the 
children enjoy during their breaks. 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to each of our families for the support they 
have shown as we have found our way back, with the odd bump along the way, to 
‘normal’ school life. We have lots of exciting plans for next year, Mrs Green is busy 
working on enrichment activities for children including a wider range of clubs, 
experiences and trips for children to enjoy.  

I would like to say a huge thank you to every member of the school team who have 
worked tirelessly this year to ensure that the children have had an incredible year 
despite the restrictions, staff absences and challenges we have faced. I consider 
myself very fortunate to work with such a dedicated group of professionals. We look 
forward to welcoming Miss Rockingham to Bethersden Primary School as our new 
Deputy Headteacher and to welcoming back Miss Young and Miss Robinson to our team. 
I am sure you will make them feel welcome in September along with the 21 new 
Bumblebee children and families who will be starting their journey with us. 

Whilst we look forward to welcoming new children, families and staff we are also sad 
to say farewell to many who are moving on. We are saying goodbye to 21 special young 
men and ladies from Fox Class who will leave, and hopefully take with them, many 
fond memories of their time at Bethersden Primary School. We will also be saying 
goodbye to Mr Clark and Mrs Phillips (more on page 10). 

I for one am looking forward to an exciting year next year with our new vision (see 
page 8 for details) and lots more opportunities for our children, families and staff to 
enjoy and experience. Until then, have a fantastic summer holiday and I look forward 
to seeing you all back on Monday 5th September at 8.30am. 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Bumblebee Class End of Year Reflection 

 
We have had a wonderful end to the year in Bumblebee class. Our final topic this 
year was ‘On Safari’ which we all absolutely loved. We started our topic by going 
on a journey to Africa. We built an incredible plane and designed our very own 
tickets and passports. We then learnt about the Savannah and how it is different 
to our countryside. We also looked at the ‘Big 5’ and learnt some facts about these 
incredible creatures. We spent a week looking at the story ‘Handas’ Surprise’, 
which we were able to retell beautifully using the finger puppets. We looked at 
some of the traditional clothes worn and learnt a little about their wonderful 
culture. We even created our own necklace inspired by the traditional wooden 
beads used. We finished the topic by looking at their traditional houses and 
designed one ourselves taking inspiration from the natural resources they use.  
In our Read Write Inc lessons we have been extremely busy learning new sounds 
and reading real and alien words with them in. We are now reading books that are 
a bit trickier as we have become super readers. We have been focusing on our 
writing resilience by practising writing sentences more independently. On Fridays 
we have loved our ‘Inspire to Write’ sessions and have shown off our incredible 
writing skills as well as our fantastic knowledge about Africa. We have also written 
some wonderful sentences about the beautiful creatures.   
In Maths we started the term by looking at measure and we now know the 
difference between full and nearly full etc. We have also recapped how to organise 
and sort items into different groups. We looked at time and why time is important. 
We discussed the different times of the day and what we do during these times. 
The last thing we did in Maths this term was remind ourselves of our number bonds 
to 10 and discovered different ways to work them out as well as learn how they 
can help us with our addition number sentences.  
During our Child-Initiated Time we have loved creating our own planes and jeeps 
to take us to and around Africa using our large outdoor construction resources. We 
have also loved designing our own obstacle course for our friends to enjoy and we 
turned our obstacle courses into a Safari hunt so we could discover different 
animals while we completed it. We have also love creating our own safari scene 
out of small world and loose parts, the children worked beautifully as a team to be 
able to create a lovely habitat for the animals. The children have also made some 
incredible fact books to share their wonderful knowledge on the different animals 
in Africa.   
 
Some of the highlights this year have been muddy puddle making and jumping, having a 
class wedding, performing our nativity, going to see Jack and the Beanstalk at the Marlow, 
going bug hunting, exploring our different sea creatures and making our very own safari. 
There are so many other wonderful activities and experiences we have enjoyed doing 
together there is not a piece of paper long enough to write them all down. However, what 
I have loved most this year is watching the childrens friendships blossom and how they 
always show each other kindness and compassion, as well as watching them become 
confident, happy learners and watching them flourish. 
 
This past year has been an absolute joy to teach Bumblebees. The Bumblebee class team 
are so proud of everyone and are blown away with how much Bumblebees have learnt and 
grown this year. It has been a joy to watch them grow in resilience and independence and 
see their personalities blossom over the year. We can’t wait to hear all about the 
adventures in year one as we know they will all do fantastically.  

 
 
 
 

We are practising how 
to measure. 

 

 
 

Small world and 
loose parts Safari 

scene 

 
 

Working together to 
paint the Savannah. 
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Owl Class End of Year Reflection 

Wow!  It is almost impossible to believe that our lovely Owls have nearly completed 
their time in year 1!  What a wonderful year it has been.  The progress made by 
each and every child, both academically and socially has been a joy to be part of.  
This term has seen us exploring nature in Science, taking tree rubbings and naming 
the parts of a plant.  In Geography we have been travelling around the world 
visiting lots of different continents and countries. One of our favourite countries 
was Brazil, we loved learning about the different landmarks you can go and see. We 
particularly enjoyed learning about the colourful carnivals and made our own 
amazing carnival masks to wear too! 
In R.E we have been learning all about special objects from a variety of religions. In 
RWI the children have continued to amaze us with their phonic knowledge and 
reading skills. They have all made such super progress with their writing too, well 
done Owls. 
 
In Art we have loved exploring different printing techniques and in D.T we finally 
finished our super sock puppets, which were a great success, the children worked 
extremely hard to make them and to follow their designs. 
Sports day was fantastic, the children behaved beautifully on such a hot day and 
they loved running their races, well done Owls. They loved watching the toddler 
and parent races too. 
 
Maths has been all about time and money for the last few weeks, the children are 
becoming more and more confident in reading the time to the hour, although half 
past is still a challenge at times! They have loved finding out how many times they 
can write their name or jump on the spot in a minute! 
We have worked hard on developing our computing skills this term and we can now 
use our coding skills to make things move in different directions, following different 
commands.   
 
Music has been great fun this term as we have learnt songs about Little Red Riding 
Hood, as well as listening to a range of musical pieces and discussing what we can 
hear. 
 
During the year, and particularly in this term – Owls have been experiencing a more 
formal, but still fun, way of learning in preparation for year two.  But that does not 
mean that choice learning has gone completely.  Owls have still had the 
opportunity to use the creative area, construction area, writing area and book 
corner as well as explore and learn in the outdoor area.  
What a wonderful year you have had Owls, we are proud of each and every one of 
you!  
 
While Mrs Green, Miss Hoogen and Mrs Joy must now bid you farewell – Miss Proctor 
is very excited to be moving into year two (Deer class) with the children for another 
fun and exciting year of learning. If you would like a challenge for the summer – the 
Library are running their annual reading challenge!  Read 6 books over the summer 
and receive a medal!  More information can be found at 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 
Have a wonderful summer Owls… or should we say Deers?! 
 

 
 

Fabulous Brazilian 
carnival masks made in 

our Geography 
lesson. 

 

 
 

Exploring their new 
outdoor area as they 

spend a morning as Deer 
class 

 

 

 
 
 

After a Science lesson 
learning all about the 
parts of a plant, we 

planted some flowers in 
our outdoor area, they 

look very beautiful! 
 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Deer Class End of Year Reflection 

 

What an incredible year we have had! From Nativity performances, a magical school 
trip and fun-filled lessons throughout the year, we have certainly been busy.  
 
In English this term we began exploring the traditional tale ‘The Elves and the 
Shoemaker’. We took inspiration from this classic story to plan and write our own 
alternative version. We had many versions including; The Elves and the Musician, 
The Elves and the Artist, as well as The Elves and the Technician. The final pieces 
were amazing and incredibly creative! In more recent weeks, we have been 
exploring poetry, focusing specifically on reading and performing poems. We read 
and performed The Owl and the Pussycat by Edward Lear, having learnt about the 
power of performance poetry.  
 
In Maths this term both Year 2s and Year 3s have been learning how to tell and write 
the time. Year 2s have been focusing on telling the time using o’clock, half past, 
quarter past and quarter to. We also had the challenge of telling the time to the 
nearest 5 minutes. Whilst the Year 3s have been telling the time to the nearest 
minute, as well as learning about duration of time. 
 
Across this term we have completed our Geography topic ‘Regions across the world’. 
Having learnt about the South East of England and Sicily in Italy previously, we 
completed our geographical comparison learning about the human and physical 
geography of Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. Throughout this topic we carried out much of 
our own research and presented our findings, ready to spot the similarities and 
differences between them.  
 
In Art this term we have been exploring pattern. We learnt about various techniques 
including block repeat pattern, half drop technique and pattern within land art. We 
made our own stamps to create patterns in our sketchbooks, and even took our 
learning outside as we took inspiration from Andy Goldsworthy. The final products 
were beautiful!  
 
A recent change in Deer Class has been our whole class Guided Reading sessions, 
and they have been incredibly successful! We have enjoyed delving into Emma 
Chichester-Clark’s adaptation of Alice in Wonderland. These sessions have seen lots 
of wonderful discussions, supported by VIPERS. We spent time analysing vocabulary, 
exploring the characters and dialogue throughout.  We even had a go at performing 
certain scenes using role-play. These were a huge hit on our school Twitter page, 
and rightfully so!  
 
Next year Deer Class will become Otter Class. Not only will we become Year 3&4, 
but we will have new teachers (Miss Robinson and Miss Rockingham) and a brand 
new classroom! We are set for another wonderful year! 
 
 
Thank you for a fantastic year Deer Class! We hope you have a wonderful summer 
break, making the most of this glorious weather!  
Miss Hughes and Mrs Leggat 
 
 

Our KS1 Nativity 
performance, The 
Angel Who Nearly 

Missed It All 
 

Our class trip, 
making fairy 

houses 
 

Our land art, inspired 
by artist Andy 
Goldsworthy 

 



 

 
Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 5 

Otter Class End of Year Reflection 

 
 
  

Well, this term began slightly differently with Mrs Moss and Miss Webb teaching 
Otter Class with Miss Simpson. Although a change, the class took it all in their 
stride and hit the ground running.  
During Maths we have been looking at the topics of time and geometry. When 
learning about the time, we made sure we could all tell the time before we 
looked at converting between analogue and digital times as well as looking at 
units of time. This topic is an easy one that you can support your Otter with at 
home – why not get them to tell you what time it is at different times in the day? 
Or even work out what time the bus is from the timetable for your day out? We 
then moved onto our topic of Geometry where angles have been our focus. 
In English, we have been using an Anthony Browne text ‘Into the Forest’ to 
support our learning. Otters predicted what they thought the text would be about 
by studying the front cover and we have also loved looking at the illustrations 
that Browne has drawn, finding all the clues and hints to other tales that he has 
hidden within the text. We described a storm using our language creatively before 
we started using the text to support our answers to questions about the book. 
The Mayans have been our History topic this term and we have looked at how the 
Mayans still influence us today with inventions and ideas that they created. We 
also looked at the role of the priest and religion in the daily lives of the Mayans. 
Otters have  enjoyed their music lessons as we were lucky enough to learn about 
rhythm and composing, using the percussion instruments to compose our own 
rhythms. 
Our outdoor learning has also been a big success this term with Otters throwing 
themselves into all the challenges offered. It has given them the opportunity to 
showcase their team work and leadership skills and to enjoy learning in a 
different way. They have been very lucky to have been working in our new 
outdoor area and we hope to see this continue next year. 
As the end of the year approached, Sports day arrived and Otters have declared 
this ‘The best day ever’! 
We ended the term with our French café to celebrate the learning we have been 
doing in our French lessons. It was so lovely to see so many of you there. We were 
very proud of our Otters as they stood up in front of everyone to perform their 
conversations. Well done Otters! 
 
So, we can now look to the year ahead and ‘Otters’ becoming ‘Badgers’. Miss 
Rockingham and I are very excited for what is to come and we are already busy 
planning and organising. Year Five brings lots of exciting opportunities that we 
can’t wait to share. We will be linking with another school in the area to develop 
relationships whilst enriching the curriculum and also learning to play the 
‘Ukelele’ as part of our Music lessons and this is just to start! 
 
To help your Otter prepare for Year Five, please do encourage them to read over 
the Summer break. It would be great if they could take part in the Summer 
Reading Challenge run by the local libraries. This year it has a science inspired 
theme, Gadgeteers. As children read library books, they will collect special 
rewards along the way and there is a certificate and medal for everyone who 
completes the challenge. Let’s see how many Badgers can bring their medal to 
excellence assembly! Practising those timetables to ensure speed of recall is 
never a waste of time either. 
 
We wish you a restful and healthy Summer break full of memory making activities! 
 

Ready for the Jubilee 
celebrations! 

 

 
 
 
Otters have been making the 

most of the weather and 
enjoyed composing music in 

the outdoors. 
 

 

 
 
 

What a lovely way to finish 
our term with our French 

café. 
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Badger Class End of Year Reflection 
We’ve made it to the end of the year ……. and it only seems like a couple of weeks 
ago that Mr Clark was saying “Welcome to Year 5, and in what will feel like no 
time at all you’ll be preparing to enter Year 6!”. Well, here we are. 
It’s been another busy term, and the weather has been really kind to us (although 
possibly a little too summery in the last couple of weeks), allowing us to spend a 
lot of time outside using the field and surrounding area as a classroom.  After 
graduating from decimals in Maths, we moved on to geometry and were able to 
use the playing field to identify parallel and perpendicular lines, lines of 
convergence and divergence, and see how they apply to nature and human made 
objects.  In English, we worked outside in groups carrying out our role-play to 
support our study of Robert Louis Stevenson’s ‘Treasure Island’, filming scenes 
from the book, linking to film making as part of the computing curriculum.  
Treasure Island also linked to our study of smugglers in Kent/Sussex in the 18th 
century.  We were able to follow in the footsteps of the Hawkhurst Gang, who 
roamed the marshes evading King George’s Excise men, selling knockdown rum 
and French lace.  In the afternoon, we visited Rye nature reserve to see the local 
wildlife, linking to our humans and animals theme, in which we explored the 
lifecycle of mammals, as well as the differences in reproductive processes of 
plants and animals.   
In Design and Technology (DT), we followed the whole process of making a toy, 
from the basic idea concept through designing, refining and construction, ending 
with a customer feedback and evaluation session using the Year 2 and 3 children 
of Deer Class.  Both groups of children  
worked magnificently, and the children of Deer Class must be congratulated on 
their mature attitude to the task.  Some of the more successful designers even 
received genuine orders, which really engendered an entrepreneurial spirit in 
some of the Year 5 children, who will undoubtedly be great candidates for future 
episodes of Dragons’ Den. 
A highlight of this term, and indeed the year, must be our joint Year 5/6 bushcraft 
residential trip to Penshurst Place, near Tunbridge Wells.  The children build 
shelters, made fires, learnt camouflage and concealment and took part in archery 
and axe throwing (at targets, not each other!).  Despite a little Issue with a Covid 
outbreak, everyone had a great time and it was wonderful to see children who are 
not always so confident in the classroom really come to the fore and excel in a 
different environment.  The talent show on the last evening was particularly 
entertaining; disappointingly, Mr Clark’s stand-up comedy routine wasn’t 
appreciated as much as it could have been, although his wide-mouthed frog story 
was a success (mainly because it was his only new material). 

The Badgers are now morphing into Foxes, and will move on to the care of 
Miss Bennett and Miss Webb.  The children will be saying a sad farewell to 
Miss ‘all the girls want to be like me’ Mexter and Mr ‘I’m sixty-three, you 
know!’ Clark.  Miss Mexter is being thrown into the lion’s den of the little 
monsters who will be joining us next year in reception, while Mr Clark is 
kicking and screaming against aging by moving into a fourth career, training 
in the world of health and mental wellbeing.  You’ll soon find his M&S 
washable suits and a selection of ‘real’ bow ties on sale in a charity shop 
near you! 

Badgers role-playing the 
news that ‘Blind Pugh’ 
had been run over and 
killed by King George’s 
‘Revenue Men’ hunting 

down the pirates in 
Treasure Island’ 

 

Bushcraft residential 
course at Penshurst 
Place. 

 

Market research 
and customer 

feedback in Design 
and Technology. 
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Fox Class End of Year Reflection 

 

And just like that, Fox Class’ final year at Bethersden Primary School is 
complete! The last six terms seem to have flown by and the children have 
all achieved so much - both academically and socially. Miss Webb and I are 
incredibly proud of the mature young adults who are leaving us and wish 
them all the greatest success for the future. 
 
While we have continued to work hard on English, Maths and all our other 
subjects, a real focus this term has been placed on wider learning 
opportunities. Many of the children attended Bushcraft. This was a special 
experience, for many being the first time staying away from home for two 
nights. The group camped together in bell tents and ate around a 
campfire. They tried new foods and got very dirty! The children were 
taught basic first aid, tried archery and axe throwing and learnt to make 
traps. 
 
A priority this term has been the rehearsal of our end of year play: Robin 
and the Sherwood Hoodies. A story of heroes and villains, song and dance 
and a few ‘Men in Tights’, it has been a fun-filled few weeks for us all! The 
children have worked incredibly hard at learning their lines, practising 
their performance skills, developing costumes and using their Computing 
knowledge to produce tickets, posters and programmes. We have had a 
great time producing the play and we are so proud of their efforts. 
 
This term, Fox Class have also participated in a competition run by Visit 
Kent and Reconnect Kent. Having received our ‘treasure chest’ in the post, 
we set to work expanding our knowledge of six of Kent’s most popular 
heritage sites. Full of new knowledge, we then became marketers 
producing promotional adverts about these locations. All the children’s 
entries were wonderful, but we were thrilled to find out last week that 
Tillie and Dakota’s television advert about Leeds Castle won the 
competition! Well done, girls! 
 
Fox Class have had a lovely last few days at school spending time with 
their friends - memories I hope they will keep with them forever. I am 
incredibly sad to say goodbye to the Foxes after a fantastic two years, but I 
know they will all go on to achieve great things at secondary school. 
 
Keep working hard, keep being kind and keep being happy! 
 
Love, Miss Bennett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Enjoying a sunny 
day of Bushcraft. 

 

Robin and the Sherwood 
Hoodies 

 

Kent’s Hidden Treasure 
television advert 
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Bethersden Primary School’s Vision from September 2022 

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed your ideas and opinions on our new school vision. 
We were absolutely overwhelmed by the responses we received. We have listened to the 
feedback from children, parents, staff and governors in the first stage and put together a draft 
vision with 3 possible endings. We received 88 responses to the draft vision with two statements 
being the preferred option so we have included both. Here is the vision we will be working 
towards from September 2022. 
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Inset days next year 

Our final Excellence Awards of the year have been presented to: 
 
Bumblebee Class – Buzz, Wally, Emily, Teddy, Annabelle, Hardy 
Owl Class – Sam, Owen, Ava, Callum, Alex, Rex 
Deer Class – Oliver, Hamza, Phoebe, Dolly, Faye, Marine 
Otter Class   Charlie, Ivy, Owen, Edward, Arlo, Lilly-Anne 
Badger Class – Violet, Archie, Jayden, George, Frankie, Lucy 
Fox Class – Thomas, William, Erica, the whole class for the wonderful end of year performance 

 

Excellence Awards 

To help you plan your holidays for next year we are publishing our INSET days now. Please do 
arrange holidays outside school time as your children miss out on learning if they are not here: 
 
Thursday 1st September 2022 - Staff Development Day 
Friday 2nd September 2022 – Staff Development Day 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – Staff Development Day 
Monday 5th June 2023 – Staff Development Day 
Friday 21st July 2023 – Staff Development Day 
 
 

 
 

All term dates are all on the school calendar 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

 

Learners of the Year 

Each year, the Class Teams select one child who has excelled across the year in their class to be 
recognised as the ‘Learner of the year’. 
 
Bumblebee of the Year is Teddy 
Owl of the Year is Ava 
Deer Class of the Year is Phoebe-Jane 
Otter Class of the Year is Harrison 
Badger Class of the Year is Albert 
Fox Class of the Year is Thomas 
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/
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Uniform and jewellery 

Over the summer I am sure that you will be purchasing new uniform and shoes for your child. Please 
could I remind you that we do have a uniform policy that clearly sets out the expectation for all 
children to wear the correct uniform. Shoes should be plain black with no logos or decorations 
please and have Velcro where children are not yet able to tie shoe laces.  Wearing a school uniform 
sets a clear expectation that everyone is equal, and it also prepares children for secondary school 
and later life when many professions have a uniform or dress code that must be followed.  
 
Our uniform consists of: 
 
Royal Blue sweatshirt 
Pale blue or white polo shirt or cotton shirt 
Dark grey/black trousers or dark grey/black shorts 
Dark grey/Black skirt or dark grey/black pinafore  
 
In addition pupils may choose to wear: 
Royal Blue cardigan 
Blue gingham dresses, in warmer weather  
Royal Blue fleece for outdoor use 
 
Leggings are not a suitable alternative to trousers but may be worn underneath appropriate skirt or 
pinafore. 
 
For PE all children need: 
White PE t-shirt (available with a school logo) or blue Bethersden sports top 
Black PE shorts 
A pair of trainers or plimsolls 
A plain dark coloured tracksuit (without fashion logos) for outdoor use 
 
Please Note:  PE kits should be kept in school all week, fully named and in a named drawstring 
bag which should be kept in their locker. 
 

Uniform can be purchased from My clothing: www.myclothing.com. or Phone 08000 699949 

or County Print & Embroidery - 2 Chapel Mews, Ashford, TN24 8JN.  They also offer a Click 
and Collect service from their website: www.countyprintandembrodiery.co.uk.  The shop 
telephone number is 01233 367867.   
 
Thank you for supporting the school by purchasing the school uniform. 
 
Jewellery 
 
On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery in our school; stud earrings 
may be worn but should either be removed on PE days to avoid injuries or covered with ‘micropore’ 
tape. 
 
If you are planning to get your child’s ear pierced over the holidays, please try to do this at the 
beginning of the holiday so that there is time for the ear to settle before coming back to school. This 
is to ensure that your child’s ear is fully recovered and less likely to cause them discomfort and so 
the earring can be taken out during PE lessons for the safety of your child and the rest of the class. 

http://www.myclothing.com/
http://www.countyprintandembrodiery.co.uk/
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News from FOBS 

We would like to thank everyone that has participated in our events this year. It has been 
nice to be able to bring the community together again. Jointly we have raised a fantastic 
amount of money for the school and have been able to sponsor things such as the school 
panto trip, the year 6 leavers hoodies and Year 6 Safety in Action, we have been able to 
give each class a £100 to spend on new playground and classroom equipment etc...and will 
be looking at things to help provide in school in the near future. 

 
We would also like to thank all the volunteers and everyone that has kindly donated items, 
money or their time in order to be able to run the events throughout the year. 
 
Our next big event will be the much-missed Fireworks night which we are in the process of 
organising at the moment. 
 
Being part of FOBS has been a great way of being involved with the school and our children, 
we would love to welcome new members in September.  If you would be interested in 
helping on the day at specific events or getting involved in the pre-event planning, please 
let us know. 
 
Have a lovely Summer. 
 
FOBS 
 
Advance notice 
Uniform sale: Tuesday 6th September from 2.30pm 
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News from the Governors 

Goodbye and thank you 

As we reach the end of the academic year the governing body would like to express our thanks to the 
dedication of the staff team at Bethersden. We are very lucky to have such enthusiastic and committed 
staff and we all hope you have a well-deserved summer break. 
 
We would also like to thank the FOBs team who have organised some fantastic fund-raising events this 
year – it’s always a painstaking task to put these occasions on but they are essential to raise much 
needed money for the school. We look forward to some more amazing events next year. 
 
It’s been a delight to see the children enjoy their school trips, performances and sports day this year 
and lovely to see so many parents and carers back in school.  
 
Thank you to our fellow governors for generously giving your time and knowledge to the school. Your 
volunteer role is hugely appreciated by the entire school community. 
 
Good luck to our year 6’s that are all moving on to secondary school, enjoy it, you’ll be amazing. 
Remember to come back to visit us to tell us all about your experiences. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Clark for his enthusiastic teaching over the 
years and wish him lots of joy in his early retirement and with his new ventures.  
We wish you all a peaceful summer break. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jenn Read, Sam Buckman and Kate Kirk 
Co-chairs and Vice Chair 
 

After 8 years of dedicated service to the children, families and 
staff of Bethersden Primary School we say goodbye to Mr Clarke 
who is heading off on early retirement to pursue other interest. 
Mr Clark is well known to everyone in the area with his 
enthusiastic teaching style, passion for children’s well-being and 
getting stuck in attitude. We have all been very lucky to learn 
and work alongside him and we will all miss his booming voice 
around the school. I am sure you will join in wishing him every 
happiness in his new adventures. 

Goodbye and good luck 
We say goodbye to Mrs Phillips who has been a huge part of the Bumblebee Team this year giving 
the children starting school lots if support and encouragement. She has been a huge support to 
children across Key Stage 1 who she has supported at lunch and breaktimes. We wish her every 
success in the future. 


