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1. Introduction 
 
At Bethersden Primary School we recognise the impact that Home Learning provides for children through 
shared experiences and skills of parents as backed up by Education Endowment Foundation1 research. We 
believe that through learning at home children are able to progress in their learning journey more 
successfully. We appreciate the importance of family and the special time families spend together on their 
hobbies and interests. We also understand that children will have other activities after school and at 
weekends and therefore we will ensure that children have a reasonable amount of time to complete Home 
Learning tasks. In all classes Home Learning tasks will be sent home on a Tuesday and should be returned 
to school no later than the Monday morning of the following week. This will allow families to plan their 
time accordingly.  
 
We understand that families have very different views about Home Learning and believe this policy offers 
a good balance. Above all we stress that Home Learning should never become a ‘battle’ between child and 
parent. 

 
 

2. Aims 
 
Bethersden Primary School provides home learning which: 

• Enables children to practice skills which have been taught in class and consolidates learning 

• Encourages children to take part in pre-learning tasks 

• Encourages children to develop independent learning and thinking skills 

• Promotes the partnership between home and school 

• Enables children to plan their time effectively and develop a sense of responsibility for their 
own learning 

• Provide opportunities, where possible, for pupils to use resources out of school such as 
computers and books 

 
At Bethersden Primary School we believe that home learning consolidates and reinforces skills in English, 
Maths and other curriculum areas. It raises levels of attainment in individual children, provides 
opportunities for parents and children to share learning experiences and supports the links between 
learning at home and school. 
 
We value the support of parents and believe that the Home Learning Policy will further strengthen the 
links between home and school learning.  
 
Research shows that: 

• Home Learning can boost learning by 3 months progress each year 

• Home learning linked to what is being taught in class has greater impact 

• When the purpose of Home Learning is made clear to children is has greater impact 

• The quantity of the task is not as important as the quality of the task set 

• Making links to Home Learning in class has a positive impact 
 
We recognise the importance of family and leisure time and this is reflected in the frequency and amount 
of home learning we set.  

 
 

3.  Frequency and Expectations of Home Learning Tasks 
 
Bethersden Primary School sets the following Home Learning expectations: 
 
Each week children in all classes will be set Home Learning via Google Classroom. This will link in with an 
aspect of what has been taught in school during the week and will usually be linked to the thematic unit 

                                                 
1 https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework


being taught. Children will be encouraged to respond in a range of ways including, but not limited to, 
written, ICT, physical and verbal responses 

 
4. Rewarding Home Learning 
 
All children who complete the Home Learnings will be rewarded with a House Token. Home 
Learning will also be celebrated in class each week, usually through the Class Assembly. We never 
sanction a child who has not completed the Home Learning but focus on the praise for those who 
have. Where children are not engaging with Home Learning the Class Teacher will initially 
approach the parent and offer support. If engagement with Home Learning continues to be poor 
the Class Teacher will approach the Lead for Inclusion and Families who will have a more in depth 
discussion around strategies to support completion. 

 

5. Expectations 
 
Teacher 

• To provide Home Learning tasks every Tuesday which complement classroom learning 

• To ensure home learning tasks are differentiated to ensure all children succeed 

• To provide feedback promptly and to celebrate completed Home Learning in the Class Assembly 

• To explain tasks clearly to pupils 

 

Child 
• To complete the Home Learning tasks on time and to a high standard 

• To plan enough time to complete all home learning tasks 

• To take pride in their Home Learning and any resources sent home 

 

Parents 
• To read with their child each day (10 minutes in Early Years and Key Stage 1 and 20 minutes in Key 

Stage 2) and to record this in the contact book 

• To practice number bonds in EYFS and Year 1 with their child each week. In Year 2 and KS2 to 
practice timetables with their child each week (Y2 should know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables, Y3 
3, 4, 6, 8 and in Y4 all times tables up to 12 x 12). In y5 and Y6 children should continue to practice 
so that they have instant recall of all facts. 

• To provide encouragement and support to allow successful completion of Home Learning tasks 

• To check that Home Learning tasks are completed on time 

• To provide a suitable environment for Home Learning to take place effectively or to attend the 
Home Learning Café with their child 

 
 

6.  Equal opportunities 
 
At Bethersden Primary School we aim to ensure that every child is able to complete their Home learning 
tasks successfully. Teachers carefully consider opportunities to differentiate tasks so that they are 
accessible for all learners. Differentiation can be through the tasks set or the resources used. For children 
who have difficulty completing Home Learning tasks at home we will offer a ‘Home Learning Café each 
week where parents are welcome to come in and complete the Home Learning with their child. Members 
of the Leadership Group and the Lead for Inclusion and Families will be available to support where needed. 
This café is designed to enable parents to support their child’s learning and is not an after-school 
enrichment opportunity. 


