
It is the end of another term and what a term it has been! Children in Years 
4, 5 and 6 have had their swimming sessions, the first we have been able to 
run in 3 years. I would like to thank the children as I have had several 
conversations with the staff at the pool who have all commented on their 
exemplary behavior and manners during the lessons. We were lucky enough 
to use the pool at Ashford School and I am pleased to say that, thanks to the 
success of this terms swimming, we will be able to look forward to using their 
facilities in the coming years. 

FOBS have been active this past term with a Jubilee Cake Sale and a Quiz 
night, both of which were very well supported. Thank you to everyone who 
either baked cakes, bought cakes or stretched their brains at the quiz. The 
support you gave has raised valuable funds for the children of our school. 
Their next event is the Summer Soiree, new for 2022, which you will find out 
more about shortly. 

A group of children from Badger Class represented our school at the Ashford 
Maths Competition at the beginning of May and did themselves credit, 
showing teamwork and determination to answer some challenging questions. 
Well done to Max, Delta, Evelet and William. 

Year 6 and Year 2 have each completed their SATS tests this term and we are 
all very proud of the way they have handled them, showing off everything 
they have learned both in school and with your support at home. No matter 
what the results are we can all be proud of them as they have had so much 
disruption over the last 2 and a bit years. Well done to each of them. 

We have also been lucky enough to have visits from Erik the Bee Man, clubs 
have returned, some classes have visited our outdoor learning space (more to 
come shortly), Books and Biscuits have returned (sorry about the lack of 
biscuits – I’ll correct that next time), and we are looking forward to the 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations later today. A huge thank you to Mrs Moss and 
Miss Bennett for their hard work in planning the day. 

Finally, I wish you all a restful half term break. Monday 6th June is a staff 
training day so we look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday 7th 
June for the final term of this school year and lots more exciting times ahead. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s message 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Headteacher’s message 

2 What’s been happening 
at Bethersden 

3 What’s been happening 
at Bethersden 

4 What’s been happening 
at Bethersden 

5    Excellence Awards 

5    Birthdays 

6   Diary dates 

 

 

 

 

Last week’s attendance 

94.22% 

 

This week’s attendance 

93.19% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

93.15% 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

We have had a wonderful term in Bumblebee Class and have 
absolutely loved learning all about under the ocean. We have gone to the 
depths of the ocean in our submarines and seen all sorts of wonderful sea 
creatures. After carefully designing and labelling all the different parts of 
submarine some of us made them from our junk modeling resources and 
from our large polydron. We have loved learning facts about the mammals 
living in the ocean such as the blue whale, dolphin and narwhal and I am 
sure the children have come home sharing their favourite facts. We went 
on to learn about how noise pollution in the 'Snail and the Whale' caused 
the whale to be beached so we made a map to try and prevent it happening 
again. We have looked at how dangerous pollution is to sea creatures and 
designed posters to help encourage people to recycle. The children's 
reading and writing has blown us away this term. The children are now 
reading more independently and are starting to make some excellent 
predictions about what might happen next. The writing the children have 
been producing during child-initiated time has been outstanding, showing 
off all the wonderful knowledge from their wider learning lessons. In 
Maths, the children have been working hard on being able to share through 
halving and being able to prove if a number is odd or even. 
  
It has been a busy few weeks in Owl class; we have enjoyed our new Art 
topic where we have been learning about different styles of printing. 
Following on from printing with classroom objects we moved on to learning 
the skill of mono printing with paint and then with carbon paper. We had 
great fun creating a wide variety of amazing prints.  The class have been 
really excited about our Geography topic this term; we have been learning 
about the seven continents and have looked closely at different countries 
around the world. We used the atlases to help us name and label lots of 
different countries on our own world maps. In Science we have been trying 
really hard to identify a variety of flowers and trees, we have been 
learning lots of rhymes to help us identify different tree leaves, ask us to 
sing some to you. We enjoyed a visit from a local bee keeper, who talked 
to us about bees and how they make honey, we even made our own 
pretend beehive afterwards! In Maths we have been finding totals of 
objects by grouping them into 2’s, 5’s and 10’s, we have been learning 
about arrays and practising our doubling of numbers. We have just started 
learning about halves and quarters and solving word problems too. We 
have all been working hard in our RWI groups and have had some extra fun 
phonics sessions practising sounding out and reading lots of real words as 
well as sounding out and reading a variety of nonsense/ alien words in 
readiness for our phonics screening test in June. We have also loved 
learning the Queen’s platinum jubilee song, painting portraits of her and 
finding out facts about her from the last 70 years. 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

and Owl Class been 

learning? 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 3   

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

What a fantastic term Deer Class have had! We have been extremely busy, from 

making our own fruit salads practising our cutting skills in Design Technology, to 

enjoying a class trip to our new outdoor learning area building fairy houses to 

support our recounts in English. We have also been busy writing explanations on 

how a seed grows, linking our Science learning on plants. In Geography we have 

been exploring regions across the world, focusing on South East, UK and Sicily, Italy. 

After researching the human and physical features, we spent time comparing the 

two. During our whole class Guided Reading sessions, we have enjoyed delving into 

Emma Chichester Clark’s adaptation of Alice in Wonderland. These sessions have 

seen lots of wonderful discussions about the text. In PE we have been developing 

our skills in handball; practising throwing and catching, as well as moving with the 

ball and working collaboratively as a team.  

Whilst all members of Deer Class have worked tirelessly across Term 5, our Year 2’s 

need a special mention. They have been busy taking part in our special ‘quizzes’ – 

opportunities for them to showcase all they have learnt. We have had lots of fun 

and may have enjoyed a biscuit or two along the way to celebrate all our hard work 

and perseverance. 

Well done to all of Deer Class! It’s now time to enjoy your half term break, ready 

for our return to Term 6 – our final term as Deer Class! 

Otter Class have had a fabulous term and have enjoyed their learning in many 
different areas. 

The highlight for many has been our swimming lessons. It has been lovely to see so 
many happy, smiley faces in the pool as they have pushed themselves and surprised 
themselves with what they have managed to achieve in this 6-week block of 
learning. From non-swimmers feeling confident enough to put their head in the 
water or even jump in the deep end to those who have developed their stamina for 
swimming. English has seen a focus on instruction writing and story writing. To help 
with our instruction writing, we planted some sunflower seeds so we could 
experience what we were going to be writing about. We then went on to revise the 
imperative and write out instructions. Our sunflowers are growing with varied 
success and we will be sending them home for you to cultivate and grow! We then 
moved on to story writing being inspired by some illustrations about a dragon. We 
have looked at how to structure a story, with our own detailed planning and we are 
enjoying writing these stories, making sure to include expanded noun phrases. 
In Maths, we continued with our topic of decimals and used our knowledge of place 
value to help us. This can then be easily transferred into our next topic of money 
where we are making sure we recognise all the coins and notes, can understand 
pounds and pence and then solve problems involving money.  
As the term ends our Jubilee celebrations are taking place. To help us with our 
school celebrations, Otter class were chosen to perform and so have been practising 
their maypole dancing. This has been great fun and has taxed the brains of all of 
us!  
We wish you a happy half term and look forward to the term ahead! 
 

 

 

What have Deer 

and Otter Class 

been learning? 
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What have 

Badger and 

Fox Class 

been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

Badger class - Even though it is still spring, the summer term is living up to its 
name.  We’ve had some roasting days, which have given us the opportunity of working 
outdoors, although we have still needed our raincoats for the occasional chilly day and 
intermittent downpours, some of which caused damage to one of the main buildings 
(not ours, fortunately).  We have ended the term by completing our work on Beowulf, 
which produced some great descriptive writing by all the children (it’s amazing what 
imagination a bit of blood and guts will stimulate). In Maths, we moved on to decimals 
much to the relief of everyone, especially the teachers. PE has involved weekly 
swimming lessons at Ashford School on a Wednesday which the children have 
really enjoyed. These PE lessons have been supplemented by a range of indoor and 
outdoor activities on a Thursday, including tug of war and using the indoor climbing 
equipment in the hall.  Mr Clark became very excited when he discovered he could still 
climb to the top of a rope, although not quite as elegantly as in his old commando 
days.  In Geography, we have been looking at the water cycle on the formation of 
rivers, while in Science we have been following the life cycle in humans and animals, 
from conception through gestation all the way up to adulthood and the effects of old 
age. French has seen us using the topic of 'les animaux' to really develop our writing 
skills and build up our stamina. We can all write about our pets now and some of us 
are even starting to use conjunctions in our writing! We have also enjoyed our 'Reading 
for Pleasure' sessions when we stop everything and spend time simply enjoying reading. 
It was so lovely to take this session outside last week and enjoy the outdoors whilst 
reading - bliss! 
 We are now looking forward to the last day of term and the excitement of the Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations. 
 
Fox Class have had another busy few weeks! In Maths, we have spent time revising our 
knowledge of angles. We have practised grouping angles visually, learning the characteristics 
of- acute, right, obtuse and reflex angles. We have also reviewed how to use a protractor to 
measure angles as well as to draw our own. We have also continued work on ratio, focusing 
specifically on scale factors and scaled drawings. Inspired by our ‘Secret Treasures’ box from 
Visit Kent, we have been researching and writing biographies in English. We have learnt lots of 
interesting information about Henry VIII, Anne Boleyn, Winston Churchill and Lady Baillie. In 
Science, we have been learning about classification. Having revised our knowledge of animal 
groups, we have moved focus to develop our understanding of plants. We have had a go at 
pronouncing the Latin names of plants and have learnt about Linnaeus’ “Binomial System.” We 
then made the most of a lovely, sunny morning to conduct our own data collection of flowering 
and non-flowering plants around the school. We are very much enjoying our art lessons this 
term, as we learn to make our own dreamcatchers. Having conducted a nature walk around the 
village (with a focus placed on native trees) we have since made our own willow frames and 
have created intricate patterns out of different coloured garden string. This term, Fox Class 
have also completed their SATs tests. We would like to express how proud we are of you all. 
After a strange few years, you have all worked so hard and should be incredibly proud of your 
efforts! As a special treat for their hard work we had a celebratory barbecue, which was 
enjoyed by all! 
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Below are the children who received Excellence Awards recently. 

Bumblebee Class 

Amiah, Piers, Zara, Amelia 

Owl Class 

Lucy, Thomas, Matilda, Phoebe 

Deer Class 

Matilda, Ozzy, Harley, Marine, Dolly, Osman 

Whole class for 100% attendance week beginning 16th May – the first class since 24th September! 

Otter Class 

Jack, Amelia, Indie-Rae, Harvey 

Badger Class 

Evelet, Max, William, Delta, Albert, Violet, Florence, Frankie 

Fox Class 

Whole class for SATS, Erica, Daisy 

Excellence Awards 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the following members of our school: 
 
Rosemary          Mrs Rutherford 
Brooklyn         Mrs Brignall 
Esta               Mrs Wearmouth 
George S         Miss Hoogen 
Archie D          Mr Clark 
Ivy                 Mrs Phillips 
Alexis             Ms Finn 
Freya   Mr Sears 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
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Diary Dates 

Mr Clark, who has been such an important part of Bethersden Primary School for the last 8 years, 
has decided that he will be taking early retirement from teaching at the end of this school year 
to pursue other interests. Over the years I am sure that Mr Clark has had an impact on every child 
in the school either through directly teaching them, leading assemblies and clubs or just being 
heard around the school with his ‘enthusiastic teaching’. Mr Clark has also had a huge impact on 
the leadership of the school and I am sure you will join me in thanking him and wishing him every 
happiness in his early retirement. 

Early retirement 

 

Welcome to Bethersden Primary School 

 
I am delighted to announce that in September we will be welcoming Miss Rockingham to 
Bethersden Primary School as our new Deputy Headteacher. Miss Rockingham has lots of 
experience in teaching and a passion for Maths, English and children’s well-being. Miss 
Rockingham will combine her role of Deputy Headteacher with some teaching responsibility. We 
look forward to welcoming her to the school in September. 

From FOBS 

 
On Friday evening we held our first family quiz and movie night.  
The night was a great success raising £332 for our school. 
We also held a raffle on the night, with the money raised from this being split between FOBS and 
the crowd funding collection for Sophie Clarks’ family. With some added donations from the 
attendees on the night we raised £111. If anyone else would like to donate to this crowd funder, 
the link is www.justgiving/crowdfunding/for-girl-in-the-green-dress 
 
Our winning team on the night were ‘The Bethersden Bumpkins’ who very kindly gave their prize 
money back to be added to the collection for Sophie’s family.  
 
Thank you very much to everybody who came along and supported the evening. We hope it was 
enjoyable for everyone. 
 
Thank you to Mr Gawthorpe, Mrs Moss and Mrs Mexter for staying behind and taking control of the 
movie room and allowing the children to have lots of fun on the field while we were finishing the 
quiz. 
 
Lastly a huge thank you to the children for behaving so well and coming along to the event. 
We look forward to seeing as many of our school community as possible at our next event, The 
Summer Soirée on the 6th July. More details to follow soon. 
 
Many thanks, from all at FOBS 

 

http://www.justgiving/crowdfunding/for-girl-in-the-green-dress
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Can we please remind you that uniform is a very important part of school, especially as children 
draw nearer to secondary school. We have a clear uniform statement on the school website which 
we try our best to uphold in a supportive way. Please take the opportunity over the break to 
name all uniform so that if it is left around the school it can easily be returned to the right 
person. Our school uniform is inexpensive but if you need support with the cost please let Mr 
Gawthorpe know. When purchasing school shoes please ensure they are plain black. Sandals are 
not appropriate for school. Thank you for supporting the school by ensuring your child wears the 
correct uniform each day. 

Uniform 

  

Dates for your diary 
 

May 

Monday 30th May until 
Friday 3rd June 

Half term holiday 

June 

Monday 6th Inset day – no children in school 

Tuesday 7th Children return to school 

Wednesday 22nd – 
Friday 24th  

Year 5 and 6 Bushcraft Residential Trip 

Saturday 25th Summer Spectacular - Cancelled 

Monday 27th – 
Thursday 30th  

Homewood Transition  

July 

Wednesday 6th  Summer Soiree afternoon 2pm – 4pm details to follow 

Thursday 14th  Year 6 production to parents 

Wednesday 20th  Last day for children in school 

Thursday 21st  Inset day – no children in school 

Friday 22nd July Bank holiday in lieu of Queens Jubilee 
 

Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/info/uniform/
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

