
What a busy start to the term we have had! It has been brilliant to see 
our popular after school clubs restart this term with science, running, 
gardening, yoga and Creepy Claws all being offered. There has been a 
great take up but there are a few spots remaining. If your child would 
like to join a club please book them in using the ParentMail app. 
Bumblebee and owl Class were also visited by Mr Uebel who came to chat 
to them about the lifecycle of a bee and how important they are to us. 

We also enjoyed our first big fundraising event in over 2 years with our 
Easter Egg-stravaganza last week. The event was a massive success with 
games, food, bouncy castle and lambs. A huge thank you to all the 
volunteers who came along and helped with the event. It was so good to 
see families able to enjoy an event in school together after such a long 
break. If you were inspired to help out at the next event please let a 
member of FOBS know. If you are not sure who you are looking for ask a 
member of the school team and we will introduce you. 

Otter, Badger and Fox classes have started swimming lessons again, this 
time at Ashford school. The children have been great ambassadors for 
our school with their attitude towards the lessons and their behaviour 
both at the pool and in the minibuses. 

Over the coming weeks, we are restarting our popular Books and Blankets 
sessions where your children get the chance to show off their impressive 
learning and you have the chance to chat to the Class Teams. The dates 
for these events are on page 6. Further details will be sent out shortly. 

I hope I am not speaking too soon but does it feel like things are getting 
a little more normal? 

Enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

93.00% 

 

This week’s attendance 

93.43% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

93.03% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

Bumblebee Class has had a wonderful start to our summer term. We 
have started our new Under the Sea topic in our wider learning lessons. 
We started our term by reading 'Sharing a Shell' to introduce the first 
aspect of our topic which is all about rock pools. We learnt about how 
the tide brings the water onto the shore, which fills the rock pools with 
water and sometimes even some sea creatures. We then created our very 
own rock pools out of loose parts and we also made one from a variety of 
art resources. We have now moved onto learning about sea turtles and 
their life cycle. We were fascinated to learn that sea turtles talk to each 
other while in the shell to make sure they all hatch at the same time. We 
have all drawn and labelled the sea turtle life cycle and some of us have 
created a sea turtle from junk modelling. In our Maths lessons, we have 
been practising counting forwards and backwards and learning how to 
use a numberline. We have started to practise writing our own number 
sentences. In our Read Write Inc lessons we have settled beautifully into 
our new groups and have continued to learn some new sounds and have 
been practising reading them in words. We have also continued to 
increase our independence in our writing and have written some 
wonderful sentences based on our story, Sharing a Shell'.  
  
Owl class have bounced back after the Easter Holidays with their usual 
enthusiasm and excitement to learn.  We have loved hearing about all 
the Easter fun that they have had.  The children have settled into their 
new RWI groups and are busy revising their sounds for the upcoming 
phonics screening.  In Maths we have been exploring weight and 
capacity.  In Science we have begun the unit on plants – we went on a 
‘flower hunt’ around school and found lots of beautiful spring flowers!  In 
Computing we have been practising writing algorithms to move an icon 
around the screen.  Geography has seen us travel all around the world 
looking at the oceans.  In Art we have been thinking about printing – 
What print do different items make?  What an exciting term of learning 
we have ahead of us! 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

and Owl Class been 

learning? 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 3   

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

Deer Class have had yet another lovely start to a new term. Term 5 has seen 
some changes to our timetable, which can be found on our class webpage. 
This term we are developing our Geography skills in humanities and are focusing 
on the theme of 'food' in Design Technology. It was interesting to discuss foods 
we like and dislike in our class, identifying a wide variety of foods as we designed 
our own healthy meal.  
An important change to our timetable this term has been Guided Skills, where 
this term we will be focusing on maths skills and Guided Reading. The excitement 
around our Guided reading whole class text 'Alice in Wonderland' has been 
wonderful.  
In English this week we have been learning about subject/verb agreement, 
deepening our understanding of grammar. We are hoping to see these skills 
widely used within our writing, as we focus on recount writing next, where we 
will be writing all about our exciting outdoor activity that we did in our new 
outdoor area. In Maths our Year 2s have moved onto a new topic 'properties of 
shape', as we have begun identifying 2D and 3D shapes, including their properties 
counting sides and vertices. Our Year 3s have been developing their 
understanding of money in their new unit of learning. Our key focus has been 
working with pounds and pence, recognising ways to add and subtract amounts 
of money. PE sees us looking at two different activities - Wednesdays will see 
Deer Class developing their running, jumping and throwing in Athletics, and 
Thursdays will see the children looking at Handball, learning how to attack and 
defend and also, importantly working together as a team. In French, we will be 
looking at different activities and looking at how we can use these verbs in simple 
sentences. 
 

Otter Class have had a great start to the new term. We are on our 2nd week of 
swimming lessons and they have all taken to it like fish in water! We had our 
last session with Charlton Athletic Club and received some great advice on 
nutrition and ways to keep healthy. This term in Science, we are learning about 
Living Things and their habitat and in Music we are studying The Beatles song 
Blackbird...listen out on a Thursday afternoon!  
 

 
 
 

What have Deer 

and Otter Class 

been learning? 
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What have 

Badger and 

Fox Class 

been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

It’s the summer term, and the summer weather is with us, albeit for only some of 
the time. The Badgers started back where they had left off, with the delights of 
Beowulf and trauma of fractions.  We celebrated Earth Day 2022 at the end of the 
first week by calculating our personal carbon footprints and making pledges to help 
reduce them, and also looked at living healthy lifestyles with the Charlton Athletic 
team as part of their last session with us.  Swimming has also started for the first 
time in over two years and the children have been enjoying the hospitality of 
Ashford School and their amazing pool.  In DT, we have just started our ‘make a 
toy’ project which looks at taking an idea from concept, through design, building, 
testing, modification, and marketing – hopefully, this will engender an 
entrepreneurial spirit so please take time to talk to your child about this.  French 
sees us developing our vocabulary on animals, whilst really looking at sentence 
structure, so we can build up, develop and adapt our speaking and writing across 
all areas - key language skills. We continue to enjoy our Reading for Pleasure 
sessions on a Wednesday, where we all stop and read for 30 minutes. Please 
encourage your Badger to bring to school something they enjoy reading for this 
session, whether this be their school book, a book from home, fiction or non-fiction! 
 

It has been a busy start to Term 5 in Fox Class. In English, we have been writing 
our own detective stories. We have had to ensure our stories include: a clear 
crime, suspects, clues and a motive; this has proved more challenging than we 
first expected! The children have produced some great stories - there are 
definitely some budding crime writers amongst us! In Maths we have been 
learning about ratio, using cubes to help with representations. We have also 
started work revising our knowledge of angles. It has been an exciting few weeks 
as Foxes have also started their swimming lessons. It has been great to see their 
confidence in the water growing already. Having missed out at the end of Term 4, 
Fox Class were pleased to have been able to participate in their final session with 
Charlton Athletic. This has been a fantastic opportunity, learning about fitness 
and healthy lifestyle choices. As an introduction to our new Art topic, Fox Class 
went on a nature walk around the village and surrounding footpaths. We searched 
for different textures in the natural environment and took leaf and tree rubbings. 
We have also started learning the songs for our end of year production: Robin and 
the Sherwood Hoodies. 
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Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Danny, James 

Owl Class 

Freya, William 

Deer Class 

Daisy, Sophie 

Otter Class 

Rosemary 

Badger Class 

Joshua, Archie 

Fox Class 

Daisy, Kitty 

Excellence Awards 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the following members of our school: 
 
Harry K            Mrs Leggat  
Matilda M 
Harrison S 
Lyla 
Frankie S 
Kian 
Conor 
Vienna 
 
 
 

 

Healthy lunchboxes and snacks 

Please can we remind parents that children should only bring fruit or a plain biscuit to school for 
their mid-morning snack.  We would also ask that children do not bring chocolate or sweets in their 
lunch boxes. 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
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Diary Dates  

 
  

 

 

 

 

Can I please remind those of you who drive to park considerately. We have received 2 emails 
this week and had a neighbor come in to the school office due to parking issues around school.  
It is particularly important that you do not park on the junction at school road as this causes 
difficulties for people trying to turn in or out of the junction. 
There is a large car park in St Margaret’s Place, just a short walk down the road, which you are 
welcome to use at drop off and collection.   

Parking 

 

 

Congratulations 
We are delighted to share the news that Mrs Osborn will be having her first child, a baby boy, in 
the summer holidays. We are sure you will join us in wishing her every happiness. 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

May 

Monday 16th  School nurses in for Yr R & 6 Vision and NCMP screening 
Fox class Books and Biscuits – 2.30pm 

Tuesday 17th  Class Group Photos 
Bumblebee class Books and Biscuits 2.30pm 

Wednesday 18th  Deer class Books and Biscuits – 2.30pm 

Thursday 19th  Badger class Books and Biscuits – 2.30pm 

Friday 20th  Otter class Books and Biscuits – 2.30pm 

Monday 30th May until 
Friday 3rd June 

Half term holiday 

June 

Monday 6th Inset day – no children in school 

Wednesday 22nd – 
Friday 24th  

Year 5 and 6 Bushcraft Residential Trip 

Saturday 25th Summer Spectacular – more details to follow 

Monday 27th – 
Thursday 30th  

Homewood Transition  

July 

Thursday 14th  Year 6 production to parents 

Wednesday 20th  Last day for children in school 

Thursday 21st  Inset day – no children in school 

Friday 22nd July Bank holiday in lieu of Queens Jubilee 
 

Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

