
Spring is definitely here which always makes school feel even more 
exciting. We have had a busy couple of weeks with cake sales, tuck shops, 
Comic Relief and Parent’s Evenings. 

I would like to start by saying how incredibly proud of a group of our 
children I was this week who had approached me about organising a 
fundraising Cake Sale to raise funds for the families in Ukraine and our 
PTA. Lyla, Josh, Frankie, Evelet, Indiana and Lucy baked all weekend, 
created posters and bunting, set up and worked until well after 4pm on 
the day serving their delicious cakes. As a result, they raised over £300. 
This showed compassion for others as well as a huge amount of 
organisational skills, dedication and entrepreneurship. A massive well 
done and thank you to them all. 
It was lovely to welcome so many of you back into school for face to face 
Parents Evening appointments on Wednesday. We hope you found them 
useful and enjoyed hearing all the wonderful things we wanted to share 
with you about your children. For those of you with children in 
Bumblebee and Owl Class this would have been your first opportunity to 
meet with your child’s teacher at such an event and for those of you with 
children in Fox Class this would have been potentially your final time 
whilst they are at primary school. 

As we move into the warmer months we are working hard on a programme 
of events to welcome you back into school more, starting with our first 
family fundraising event in over two years, our Easter Egg-stravaganza. 
This will be held on Wednesday 30th March straight after school. You can 
read more about it on p7. If you are able to support our FOBS team, 
either setting up or supporting on a stall we would love to hear from you. 

Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you all for the support you 
show to us as a school. We were delighted with the response to our plea 
for help in organising our reading books with 30 volunteers stepping 
forward.  We had beautiful cakes donated for Monday’s Cake Sale and 
you have supported Comic Relief this morning. This level of support really 
is appreciated and not taken for granted. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

It has been a busy two weeks in Bumblebee Class. We have become 
insect detectives and explored insects and discovered where they live. We 
discussed where we thought we might find insects in our school grounds 
and then we headed out with our magnifying glasses to discover what 
insects we could see. We found worms, slugs, snails, a bumblebee and a 
butterfly. The next day we created a huge map as a class and drew the 
insects on the map where we found them. Using our knowledge of where 
we found the insects we discovered what habitats they like. We then 
gathered sticks, stones, mud and leaves to add to our own bug hotel in the 
hopes we might attract some inquisitive insects. This week we have also 
looked at the butterfly life cycle. We have looked at fiction and non-fiction 
books to support our understanding of how a caterpillar turns into a 
butterfly. We have also closely observed our growing caterpillars, while 
we are eagerly waiting for them to turn into pupa before we get to watch 
them turn into spectacular butterflies. In Maths, we have learnt our 
number bonds to 10 and we are now able to answer number bond questions 
and write them out in number sentences. We have also explored how our 
number bond knowledge will support us to be able to answer subtraction 
questions. In our phonics lessons, we have been working hard on improving 
our handwriting and increasing our independent writing skills. We have 
loved exploring some of our new activities in our outdoor area such as our 
restaurant and horse show area. In our indoor area we have been 
extremely busy created spectacular creation in our art area.  
 
Time is flying past in Owl class and the children are continuing to impress 
us with their independence and resilience in all areas of learning. In Art, 
we thought really hard about our designs for our clay pinch pots and 
decorated them carefully with paint, great job Owls! This week we have 
been developing our observational drawing skills by looking closely at 
videos and pictures of a variety of birds. We then chose different art 
mediums to recreate the colours and patterns we could see. In History, we 
have looked at pages from Samuel Pepys diary which we read together as 
a class to find out more about the Fire of London. Owl class still find it 
hard to believe they didn’t have mobile phones or the internet back then! 
We are continuing to work on the development of our phonic, reading and 
writing skills in our RWI lessons. A particular focus has been on letter 
formation and handwriting, we are very impressed with how incredibly 
hard they are working on the presentation of their work. In Maths we have 
continued with ordering and comparing numbers to 50, solving problems 
using addition and subtraction and have just started counting in 2s and 5s. 
We had great fun in Science going on an amphibian hunt around the school 
grounds, we were lucky to find other animals too! 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

and Owl Class been 

learning? 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 3   

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

It has been another fantastic couple of weeks for Deer Class. We have been 
exploring different styles of letter writing in English, both formal and informal, 
through two different texts. Using 'The Day the Crayons Quit', we wrote our own 
letters to Duncan, in a very informal style. We then used ‘Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears' to write a more formal, apology letter. We had lots of fun exploring 
these styles.  
In Maths, Year 3 have been learning all about division and Year 2 are looking at 
statistics - learning all about tally charts and pictograms. We even had a visit to 
Fox Class to gather our own data on their eye colour within the class. Having 
interpreted the data, we were able to identify that blue was the most common, 
while green was the least common.  
There was much excitement in our PE lessons, as Deer Class explored Gymnastics 
and used all the equipment, including the Wall Bars. We have been exploring 
balancing and jumping and many of us pushed ourselves to do things that we 
didn't think we could. 
In Science, we have started the topic of plants and we will be looking at the 
different parts of the plant and what their function is. Our experiment about the 
roots, wasn't as successful as it could have been, another lesson learnt! 
In Art this term we have begun to explore shape and form, developing from our 
previous unit on drawing. We had a go at creating our own artwork using shape 
inspired by notable artists such as Kandinsky and Matisse. We used a range of 
media, including watercolour pencils, soft pastels and collage.  
In PSHE we have been learning about stereotypes, exploring what they are with 
the notion of challenging them. It was so lovely to hear such positive affirmations 
set by the children such as ‘anyone can do anything they want to’. What an 
amazing class we have!  

You may have also spotted another friendly face with us outside on the playground. 
We are joined by Miss Robinson, a student teacher on her journey in the teaching 
profession. Miss Robinson will be with us full time across Term 5 helping us on our 
journey to becoming fantastic learners! 
 

Otters have had a very busy two weeks! Last week, most of the class enjoyed 
some outdoor learning with Miss Webb, whilst the others took part in an inter-
school Quicksticks tournament at Ashford School. It was great to see the children 
enjoying themselves and interacting with people from other schools again after 
so much Covid disruption, and they represented the school brilliantly. In English, 
we have used our text ‘Who Let The Gods Out?’ to write diary entries and our 
SPaG focus has been on varying our sentence structure using subordinate clauses. 
Our Maths work has continued to surround fractions, including how to add and 
subtract fractions from mixed numbers and solve problems using this knowledge. 
In pairs, children have started to build a motorised chassis for their "Mars rover" 
in DT, whilst in Science we have continued to explore electricity, using switches 
to affect the flow of an electric current. 
 
 
 

What have Deer 

and Otter Class 

been learning? 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 4   

What have 

Badger and 

Fox Class 

been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

Spring is definitely here and we have made the most of some cracking weather in 
Badger Class.  The children have been excitedly learning about vegetable 
gardening, planting tomato seeds in the greenhouse and climbing bean seeds in 
tyres in the garden we share with Deer Class.  We are so lucky to have a lovely little 
garden right next to the classroom and we have agreed with Mrs Moss that she will 
lead on planting flowers when she is with Deer Class, so hopefully our activities will 
compliment each other.  The weather has also made the Tiger Troop exercises all 
the more enjoyable, as well as the Charlton Athletic health lessons (although it did 
suddenly rain during one, which nearly ended the life of Mr Clark’s laptop as he 
was tweeting class photos).  In English, the class worked hard to create their 
‘breaking news’ television reports based on the class book, Beowulf, and have also 
looked at the environmental issue of using palm oil. We are looking forward to 
working with our linking school, Madginford Primary, Bearstead, who also share our 
passion for environmental security, and are planning a video link lesson with them 
in the coming weeks. 
 

Fox Class have had a busy few weeks. In English, we have continued work on the 

Hound of the Baskervilles, following Dr Watson as he investigates the strange 

goings-on at Baskerville Hall. We have considered new descriptive vocabulary and 

have written setting descriptions. We have also written our own play scripts, 

taking time to perform them with a particular focus on the effectiveness of stage 

directions. In Maths, we have been learning about metric and imperial measures. 

We have learnt to convert between units and have used this skill for problem 

solving questions. We have also started work on area and perimeter, using models 

and diagrams for compound shapes, parallelograms and triangles. Having learnt 

about the circulatory system, in Science we have been testing the impact of 

different exercises on heart rate. We have designed and conducted our own tests 

and have revised data presentation methods. Our knowledge of the Vikings and 

their role in British history continues to grow. We have spent time exploring how 

leadership changed during the time period as a result of the relentless conflict 

between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. The manufacturing stage of our DT topic is 

well underway. Already, we have created the moving character for our 

automatas. We have applied valuable Maths skills for careful measure and 

marking and have used the hacksaws to create the automata frame. Term 4 

continues to be an exciting term for Fox Class as we welcome more fish to our 

fish tank. Our own mini-habitat is beginning to form as we learn how to care for 

our new classmates. 
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Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Violet, Teddy, Wally, Evelyn 

Owl Class 

Brooklyn, Maks, Sam, Alex 

Deer Class 

Mya, Mia, Albie, Phoebe Jane 

Otter Class 

Indie-Rae, Harrison, Shelby, Arlo 

Badger Class 

Vienna, Indiana, Florence, Riley 

Fox Class 

Daniel, Lola, Tilly, George M 

Excellence Awards 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the 
following members of our school: 
 
Amelia            Mrs Rowson  
Thomas W       Miss Simpson     
Dolly     Keith Brannan 
Amiah 
Evelyn 
 

 

 

Birthdays 
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Diary Dates 

A huge thank you and well done to Lyla, Josh, Frankie, 
Evelet, Indiana and Lucy who organized this week’s 
hugely successful cake sale to raise money for the 
families caught up in the crisis in Ukraine. We had 
queues stretching the length of the playground to buy 
the delicious cakes they had made (and those donated 
by families – thank you to you too).  

They have made us all incredibly proud with their 
compassion for others as well as the dedication and 
skills shown to make it happen. They raised over £300 
which has been split between the DEC Emergency 
Committees Appeal fund and FOBS. 

 

Ukraine Cake Sale 

Comic Relief – Silly Socks and Shoes 

Thank you for your donations this morning for this year’s Comic Relief. It was great to see 
the children dressed in their ‘Silly Shoes and Socks’. A total of £102.89 was raised which 
will be donated on your behalf. Thank you for your support. 
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FOBS news 

 Easter Extravaganza! 
  
We are very excited to announce that we will be holding an Easter event at the school this year 
on the 30th of March after school. The kids will have the opportunity to join our Easter boiled 
egg decorating competition which will be judged on the day. We will also have various games 
for all ages, bouncy castle, BBQ, a cake sale, real lambs and much more! We would kindly like 
to ask if anyone would be available to volunteer at this event to help us run things smoothly, if 
you are interested in volunteering please let the school office know. More information about 
this event will follow soon. 
 
Cake sale 
  
We would like to thank everyone who donated the delicious cakes, volunteers who took part on 
the day and everyone that brought anything at our cake sale. We would like to give a special 
thank you to Josh, Frankie, Lyla, Evelet, Indiana and Lucy who came up with the idea and spent 
all weekend baking with their parents as well as selling the cakes on the day. Together we have 
managed to raise over £300 for Fobs and for Ukraine which is an amazing amount and will not 
only help people in need but will also go towards our children's education at the school. 
 
 Tuck Shop 
  
Lastly, we would like to thank all the parents, children and volunteers who have attended our 
tuck shop today. We hope everyone enjoyed their sweeties and chocolate and we look forward 
to seeing you all at our next event! 
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Dates for your diary 
 
 
 

March 

Wednesday 30th 
3.10pm 

 Easter Egg-stravaganza 

April 

Friday 1st  Last day of term 

Tuesday 19th Children return to school 

May 

Tuesday 17th May Class Group Photos 

Monday 30th May until 
Friday 3rd June 

Half term holiday 

June 

Monday 6th Inset day – no children in school 

Wednesday 22nd – 
Friday 24th  

Year 5 and 6 Bushcraft Residential Trip 

Saturday 25th Summer Spectacular – more details to follow 

July 

Wednesday 20th July Last day for children in school 

Thursday 21st July Inset day – no children in school 

Friday 22nd July Bank holiday in lieu of Queens Jubilee 
 

Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

