
 

 

The start of spring always makes the school seem even brighter and fuller 
of life and this last two weeks have certainly been full of that. We have 
been delighted to welcome Tiger Troop back to school to work with 
Badger Class on building their teamwork, resilience and ** skills. They 
have really enjoyed their first two weeks and have certainly got stuck in 
to their drills. 

Last Friday, the House Teams carried out a spring clean around the school 
grounds collecting litter, putting away things blown around by the recent 
storm and organizing areas that had become untidy over the winter 
months. A huge thank you to them all for helping to show the pride we 
all have in our school. I know Mr Clark is planning to take ** House out 
into the community soon to do a litter pick around the churchyard. 

We have sent out a ParentMail inviting you to book an appointment for a 
Parent’s Evening appointment. We are offering a mix of face to face and 
telephone appointments. We hope this gives you the flexibility to chose 
what suits you best. Please do sign up for an appointment as teachers 
really enjoy sharing their celebrations of your child with you. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed towards our vision consultation.  
We had responses from ** families and we really are grateful for your 
thoughts. Over the remainder of this term I will be working with the 
House Captains on collecting the views of the children then the 
Leadership Group and Governors will look at the responses and draft a 
new vision which we will share with you at the start of Term 5. 

As ‘normality’ starts to return FOBS are busy planning our first ‘Summer 
Spectacular’ since 2019! For those of you who were with us then you will 
remember the fairground, ice cream, arena events and games that we 
all enjoyed. The event will be taking place on Saturday 25th June with 
further details to follow soon but please put the date on your calendar 
and in your diary and join us for a fun packed day. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
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Last week’s attendance 
95.17% 

 
This week’s attendance 

93.36% 
 

Year to date 
attendance 

93.39% 
 

We are aiming for 
excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

 
Bumblebees have absolutely loved exploring our new Nature Detectives 
topic. In our child-initiated time, we have made some incredible bug 
hotels out of our loose parts. We have enjoyed designing and then 
creating our insects, some of us made them from junk modelling, 
playdough or Lego. We have learnt about the different body parts and 
loved exploring how they move. We were all amazed with how 
dragonflies have legs but don't walk, they use their legs as a basket to 
catch insects when flying. We were also fascinated with how spiders use 
their spinnerets to create their magical webs. In our Maths lessons, we 
have been learning about measurements and how to weigh objects using 
balance scales. We have also been learning our number bonds to ten and 
have used our fingers and ten frames to support us. In phonics lessons, 
we have been working incredibly hard to learn our new sounds to enable 
us to read and write words with them in. We are also becoming 
confident readers and writers, each week we can write more and more 
independently. We were so impressed with all your wonderful book day 
costumes and loved hearing about your favourite books, we were also 
lucky enough to be read to by the year 6’s and we even read some of our 
books. This last week we also learnt about Shrove Tuesday and why we 
have pancakes, we loved mixing the batter, cooking them but the best 
part was eating them.  
 
 
Owl class have had a busy couple of weeks and particularly enjoyed 
dressing up for world book day. Thank you to everyone at home who 
helped organise and make their amazing costumes, they all looked 
fantastic! 
We read the really funny story “Pirates who love underpants” for book 
day, we went on an underpants treasure hunt, made pirate hats, wrote 
about our favourite part of the story and all helped to create a large 
copy of the front cover of the book for our classroom door. We had great 
fun guessing what all the teachers had dressed up as too. 
 
In Maths we have been learning about different ways to make 20, using 
our knowledge of number bonds to 10 to help us. Now we have moved 
onto learning about numbers to 50. We have been recognising, ordering, 
writing, finding missing numbers and problem solving. 
 
In Art we are developing our skills when using clay, we have learnt how 
to create a pinch pot and will be using our designs to decorate them next 
week. In Science we are continuing to name and learn about different 
animals.  We can now identify different birds, fish and mammals. 
 

What have Bumblebee, 
and Owl Class been 

learning? 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

What a fun start to Term 4 for Deer class! A highlight for us has to be our World 
Book Day celebrations. It was so wonderful to see all of the amazing costumes 
inspired by our favourite characters and books. It was also entertaining trying 
to guess each staff member's character based on their costume for the day. As 
Miss Hughes came dressed as Matilda, we spent some time exploring and 
enjoying our school library, in the style of the main character. We chose some 
books to read and enjoy during our Reading for Pleasure session. It was lovely 
to see so many enjoying new books.  
In English we have been focusing on punctuation and grammar, brushing up on 
our SPaG knowledge as we have delved into apostrophes, commas and 
conjunctions. We had to watch out for apostrophes and commas in particular as 
they looked exactly the same and were trying to catch us out! We have also 
been working incredibly hard on improving our handwriting, as we have been 
learning how to join letters. It's been lovely to see such focus and 
perseverance, taking pride in the presentation of our work.  
 
Otters have started the term really well and it's great to have a full class back 
in school! In English we have been focusing largely on reading comprehension 
based on our new text, Who Let The Gods Out? by Maz Evans, although we have 
just started to use the experiences of the main character to plan and write a 
diary entry. Our Maths work has continued to look at fractions, including 
improper fractions and mixed numbers. On Wednesday of this week we 
celebrated World Book Day and the theme of the day for Year 4 was Oliver 
Twist. We read a simple version of Dickens' original tale and watched clips from 
the musical Oliver! to see how actors chose to portray each scene. We then 
chose our favourite character to draw and write a description about. Well done 
to the whole class for their great costumes and joining in well with the day. In 
PSHE we have started our learning about anatomy and puberty, and the 
children have shown a really positive, mature attitude to these subjects. I hope 
the children are excited about doing some outdoor learning with Miss Webb 
next week (or attending the Quicksticks Hockey tournament) and I look forward 
to what the rest of the term holds. 
 

What have Deer 
and Otter Class 
been learning? 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 4   

What have 
Badger and 
Fox Class 

been 
learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

We’re over half way through the school year!  The Badgers bounced back from half 
term, which seemed like a great reunion of long-lost friends as Covid had resulted 
in several overlapping absences.  In fact, last Tuesday was the first day for over a 
month that everyone who should have been in school was in school, including the 
teaching staff.   We’re hoping this trend will continue as the country learns to ‘live 
with Covid’, and we can once again provide the children with a full, rich learning 
experience.  This term, the whole school is taking part in ‘reading for pleasure’ 
every Wednesday morning, which is led by Mrs Moss (although Mr Clark sneaks in to 
join the class with his favourite book, ‘Biggles takes a nap’).  Miss Mexter 
disappeared for a few days to perform her jury service so the children were 
supported by other members of the Bethersden team, but fortunately she returned 
earlier than expected, which was a real bonus.  Probably the highlight of the last 
couple of weeks has been ‘Tiger Troop’, where the children have worked amazingly 
hard under the direction of the training staff, who they have already impressed 
with their positive attitude and team spirit.  Photographs will be placed on the 
class Google Classroom page for children and parents to view. 
 
 
It has been a busy start to Term 4 in Fox Class. Having been detectives in English 
last term, we have started this term with an introduction to our new text; a 
Sherlock Holmes detective story called The Hound of the Baskervilles. We have 
made inferences based on the book cover, have used the opening chapters to 
revise word classes and comprehension skills and have even created our own 
newspaper warning message (as in the book) to inspire writing. In Maths, we have 
completed our work on percentages. We have learnt to find percentages of 
amounts and have then applied this to problem solving. We have explored the 
relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages by converting and 
finding equivalents. Our Science work has a biology focus this term as we learn 
about the human body. Having considered what good health and fitness might 
look like on the outside as well as on the inside, we then explored the circulatory 
system. We have monitored our heart rates when resting and then after exercise 
and have considered why our heart needs to work harder after physical activity. 
We have then modelled the circulatory system, becoming blood on its journey 
from deoxygenation to supplying the body with oxygenated blood. In History, our 
learning about the Vikings continues. We have learnt about Anglo-Saxon 
resistance to Viking invasion and have written a speech as Alfred the Great as he 
readies his men for battle. Our Art lessons this term focus on printing. So far we 
have explored the work of Japanese author and lino-printer Kazuno Kohara. We 
have also been very lucky to welcome Rich and Christian from Charlton Athletic, 
who will be visiting us throughout the term to teach us about the importance of 
physical activity as part of the ‘Joy of Moving’ programme.   
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Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Evie, Amiah                      

Owl Class 

Lucy, Thomas 

Deer Class 

Orion, Chloe 

Otter Class 

Charlie, Edward 

Badger Class 

Lyla, Tommy 

Fox Class 

Kian, Harry 

Excellence Awards 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the 
following members of our school: 
 
Dakota                    Jenn Read 
Freddie 
Poppy 
Skylar 
Lucy 
Orion 
Daisy 
Samuel 
Levi 
Sebastian 
 

 

 

Birthdays 
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Diary Dates 
If your child is off school due to an illness or cannot attend school for any other reason please can 
we remind you to contact the school office by phone (not email) before 9am on the first day of 
absence.  During periods of illness, and after the initial first day of absence, we would ask that you 
speak to the office every other day so we can offer support if required.   

If your child is going to be off school for an absence such as holiday, family wedding etc. we politely 
ask that you contact the school office for a Leave of Absence form.  These absences may not be 
authorised but have to be recorded accurately for KCC attendance monitoring. Please remember 
to arrange holidays outside of school term time. 

 

What to do if your child is unwell and can’t come to school 

Congratulations to Miss Hughes 

Please join us in congratulating Miss Hughes who recently got engaged! Mr Young popped the 
question over the half term break and we wish them every happiness in the world. 

 

World Book Day 
This week, we celebrated World Book Day in school. It was wonderful to see so many children dressed 
up as their favourite book character and engaging with the day. We started by sharing our fantastic 
costumes as a school during Excellence Assembly. Each class then completed a range of book-themed 
activities throughout the day. Part of this included creating a door display, taking inspiration from 
class teams’ characters. The children all worked incredibly hard and the school corridors have been 
brightened by their beautiful work. We took advantage of a book-themed day to enjoy some reading 
for pleasure time – some classes even joined forces to share stories together. Well done to the staff 
and children who made this year’s World Book Day such an exciting event! 
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Comic Relief 
On Friday 18th March we will be taking part in Comic Relief again. This year our theme will be ‘Silly 
Shoes and Silly Socks’. Children are invited to come to school wearing their brightest, funkiest, silliest 
footwear in return for a donation to the charity work of Comic Relief. 
 
As a special treat, FOBS will also be holding a ‘Red Tuck Shop’ at the end of the day so that you can 
stock up on treats for whilst you watch the show in the evening. 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

February 
 Half term holiday from Monday 14th to Friday 18th 

February 
Monday 21st Children return to school 
March 
14th – 17th   Parent’s Evenings  
Friday 18th Comic Relief ‘Silly shoes and socks’ 

FOBS Red Tuck Shop 
April 
Friday 1st  Last day of term 
Tuesday 19th Children return to school 
May Half term holiday from Monday 30th May until Friday 3rd 

June 
Tuesday 17th May Class Group Photos 

June 

Monday 6th Inset day – no children in school 
Wednesday 22nd – 
Friday 24th  

Year 5 and 6 Bushcraft Residential Trip 

Saturday 25th Summer Spectacular – more details to follow 
July 
Wednesday 20th July Last day for children in school 
Thursday 21st July Inset day – no children in school 
Friday 22nd July Bank holiday in lieu of Queens Jubilee 

 

 

 

 

 

 


