
Another term over and unbelievably we are already half way through the 
year. This term we have been hit with many illnesses to both children 
and staff which has meant that classes have sometimes had a third of the 
children missing. I would like to thank all the staff who have shown great 
determination to keep the learning going, often either without a full 
Class Team or covering for absent colleagues in unfamiliar year groups. 
Let’s hope that over the coming break we start to see everyone feeling 
better so that we can have a more stable next term. 

One of the most exciting things this term is that we are almost ready to 
start our Outdoor Learning Area thanks to Miss Webb who has been 
working really hard. Although we may not have all the resources in place 
children will start to use the area from next term and we look forward 
to providing you with more information shortly. Then, over the coming 
months you will start to see an outdoor learning structure, an orchard, 
fire building areas to name some. This is an exciting project and a real 
opportunity for our children to have more rich opportunities to learn. 

Next term we will be having a big focus on comprehension skills in our 
reading lessons and will be sending home some information so that you 
can continue to develop your child’s reading at home. Reading really is 
the key to opening up the curriculum and is a key skill for life. 

With this bulletin you will receive the term dates for next year, including 
our planned INSET Days. Please make a note of these on your calendars 
and in your diary and avoid booking family holidays in term days. 

Have a great half term break and we look forward to seeing you all back 
on Monday 21st February at 8.30am. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
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Last week’s attendance 

94.45% 

 

This week’s attendance 

##% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

##% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

 
In Bumblebees we have thoroughly enjoyed ending our imagination topic 
with learning all about dragons. We have loved reading the book 'Dear 
Dragon' and discussing special skills we would like our dragon to have. We 
have also loved helping the princess get ready for her birthday party and 
helping her to look after her special dragon egg. We have enjoyed 
creating our own dragons and discovering different ways we can join the 
different body parts. We have completed some excellent work in our 
phonic lessons. We are now becoming super sentence writers, we have 
been focusing on how to sound out our words and to get our letters to sit 
on the line. In Maths we have been working hard with our addition and 
have used a part-part whole model to support us. We are now able to 
add numbers up to 10. We have also started to look at how to measure 
different items to discover which ones are longer and which are shorter. 
We have also loved discovering how many dragon feet long we are.  
 
 
Owl class have had a very busy few weeks. In our History lessons we have 
really loved learning more facts about the Great fire of London and even 
had a surprise time traveller visit from Mr Samuel Pepys himself! The 
children loved having the opportunity to ask him questions about the 
past and what happened during the fire of 1666. 
In Art we have continued learning all about collages, developing our skills 
further to create our very own beautiful landscape pictures using 
different types of paper.  
In RWI we are continuing to learn and consolidate our sounds and are 
focusing on improving our handwriting and remembering to use capital 
letters and full stops in our writing. We have also had fun learning what 
adjectives and verbs are, we went on a verb hunt and acted lots of them 
out to each other. 
In Maths we are now starting our subtraction unit. We have been learning 
how to use different methods to solve our subtractions. Sometimes we 
have counted back on a number line, crossed objects out, used a tens 
frame to take counters away or used Numicon to show how many are left 
each time. Well done Owls! 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

and Owl Class been 

learning? 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

What a lovely final week we have had in Deer Class! In English we have been 
busy writing narratives inspired by our key text 'Stone Age Boy'. We have been 
writing an alternative version, from a different character’s perspective. This 
has linked nicely to our History based topic, exploring what life was like in the 
Stone Age. Recently we have learnt about how homes changed from the Old 
Stone Age to the New Stone Age, as well as their diets as hunter-gatherers. A 
few of us had a go at creating our own Stone Age inspired dish using fruit and 
nuts. This term has been packed full of learning taking place outside of the 
classroom, as so many of us have been taking the time to continue and deepen 
our learning at home. This includes cooking, practising our Maths work and 
investigating rocks to support our Science learning. How amazing that so many 
of us have been inspired to do so in our own time. In PE we have thoroughly 
enjoyed dance, as we’ve been getting into character dancing along to ‘Thriller’ 
by Michael Jackson. We have learnt about counts of 8, whilst focusing on dance 
skills such as canon and unison. We have even been creating our very own 
choreography! Keep your eyes on Twitter for a glimpse of our performance.  

We have had another wonderful term and are now looking forward to Term 4!  

 

Otter class finished their excellent non-chronological reports in English and are 
now planning their own story based on Free Lance and the Lake of Skulls. It is a 
text we have really enjoyed studying and hopefully our sequels will be just as 
interesting! That work will continue into next term before we move on to a 
new text. In Maths we have finished our work on Area and are moving on to 
Fractions. We have investigated how to calculate area both by counting squares 
and by multiplying the length of a rectangle by its width. Our work on The 
Romans is focused around the Roman conquest of Britain, so this week we have 
been learning about the warrior queen who led the rebellion against the 
Romans: Boudica / Boudicca / Boadicea (she has almost as many different 
spellings of her name as she had soldiers in her army). Our Roman topic will 
continue into Term 4, as will our Science work on Electricity, which we hope 
will lead to us making our own working lamps or torches! Well done to Otters 
for all their hard work this term; I hope you all have a fantastic break. 
 

What have Deer 

and Otter Class 

been learning? 
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What have 

Badger and 

Fox Class 

been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

We are half way through Year 5 in Badgers! In Maths, we have been working through long 
multiplication and short division problems, culminating in a shift to fractions (everyone’s 
favourite!) just before we break up.  It would be a great help to children if parents could 
relate fractions to activities when at home, just so that the children understand their place 
in real life (e.g. a sixth of a pizza, or that 3 squares out of 15 in a bar of chocolate is 
1/5).   Science has involved the study of forces and has allowed us to conduct some very 
interesting experiments, ranging from dropping hammers and sheets of paper to 
demonstrate Galilei’s gravity experiment, constructing parachutes and chucking them out 
of the top floor to show air resistance.  In computing we have been learning about 
networks, the transmission of information, working on documents collaboratively, and 
coding using HTML and block code. In PE Mrs Moss has been teaching dance with Miss Mexter 
using the theme of the Olympic Games, with the children practising yoga followed by a 
field game of their choice on Thursday afternoons.  We have also started our historical 
enquiry into the Anglo-Saxon period of our history which has involved a study of the find 
at Sutton Hoo in 1939.  Rather than the children being fed on facts from the teacher, they 
had to investigate items found there to try to identify their origin and work out who was 
the mystery man buried there. We end the term by completing our work on Goodnight Mr 
Tom, with a very emotional look at the sensitive issues of poverty and child neglect; it 
never ceases to amaze us how insightful children of such a young age can be and the class 
discussions were very moving.  On a lighter note, we look forward to Mr Clark’s choice of 
class book for Term 4, which is Michael Morpurgo’s version of Beowulf – plenty of blood, 
guts and monsters there to cheer us all up! 

 
Term 3 has flown by in Fox Class! In English, we have continued to be inspired by our 

crime scene. We have used hot-seating activities to gather eye-witness testimonies, and 

then used these to create our own newspaper articles, reporting on the dreadful events. 

We have also continued to revise SPaG features, such as direct/indirect speech and 

prepositions. Our Maths work has focused on decimals. We have used manipulatives to 

revise the place value of decimal numbers and have learnt to multiply and divide 

decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. We have also learnt to multiply and divide decimals by 

whole numbers, using our times tables knowledge to support. The link between fractions 

and decimals has been established, and this continues to be a focus as we look at 

percentages. In Science, we have been applying our knowledge of light to learn how 

mirrors work. We have tested the impact of mirror angles on the number of reflections 

and have also built our own periscopes. We have also revised data presentation, creating 

bar graphs to represent the data gathered. Our knowledge of the Vikings has grown. 

Already, we have learnt about their raids (specifically the raid of the monastery at 

Lindisfarne) and how and why the Vikings invaded and settled in Britain. In Art, we have 

created our own sculptures, inspired by Alexander Calder’s stabiles. We have worked in 

an abstract style, using geometric shapes, colour and patterns. Having learnt about 

automata in DT, we have pitched and voted on a design theme for our interactive shop 

window display. In preparation for construction, we have also learnt about accurate 

marking and measuring as well as how to use a hacksaw safely. Our PE lessons have had a 

gymnastics focus this term. Inspired by Cirque du Soleil, we have been creating group 

balances, testing not only balance and flexibility but also teamwork.    
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Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Daisy, Emily, Autumn, Amelia 

Owl Class 

Elijah, India, Russia, Alex 

Deer Class 

Lexi, Alexis, Oliver H, Annabelle 

Otter Class 

Harry, Lilly-Anne, Freddie, Amelia 

Badger Class 

Tommy, Delta, Esta, Vienna 

Fox Class 

Jamie, William, Billy, Kitty 

The Rotary Club ran a Christmas story competition for local schools. We are delighted to announce that 
Ava came 2nd and Rosemary achieved 4th place.  Well done, this is a wonderful achievement as so many 
schools took part. 

Excellence Awards 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the 
following members of our school: 
 
Tommy                Mrs Osborn 
Amelia  
Mia 
Indie-Rae 
Annabelle B 
Chloe  
Kitty 
 

 

 

Birthdays 
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Diary Dates 

If your child is off school due to an illness or cannot attend school for any other reason please can 
we remind you to contact the school office by phone (not email) before 9am on the first day of 
absence.  During periods of illness, and after the initial first day of absence, we would ask that you 
speak to the office every other day so we can offer support if required.   

If your child is going to be off school for an absence such as holiday, family wedding etc. we politely 
ask that you contact the school office for a Leave of Absence form.  These absences may not be 
authorised but have to be recorded accurately for KCC attendance monitoring. Please remember 
to arrange holidays outside of school term time. 

 

What to do if your child is unwell and can’t come to school 

FOBS Tuck Shop 

Thank you to everyone who came to the FOBS Tuck Shop 
this evening. It was a great success with tuck bags selling 
out. Thank you to all the helpers who made the bags up and 
to those volunteering on the stall this evening. Also, a very 
big well done to all the children (and mums, dads ad 
grandparents) who waited so patiently. It looks like the 
event will have raised around £70 which is a great start to 
our 2022 fundraising. Look out for information about our 
Easter event after half term. 

 

Goodbye and thank you 

Today we say goodbye to Mrs Henshaw after 6 years of service to Bethersden Primary School. Mrs 
Henshaw has been Family Liaison Officer for 5 of those years supporting children and parents as well 
as organising Breakfast Club, the lunch hall and many other things. She will be taking up a role with 
Young Carers supporting children finding it hard to engage with school. We would like to thank her 
for everything she has done for the school and we wish her every success in her new role. 
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FOBS 

First of all we would like to thank the parents, children and staff for participating in, and helping run, 
our fundraising activities and helping us raise money for the school. With the money raised we have 
paid £1,080 for the panto coaches and have been able to donate £400 towards new playground 
equipment for all the children which we presented this Monday in assembly. We hope they enjoy playing 
with their new equipment! 
 

We are pleased to announce that we launched our first tuck shop this Friday, the children enjoyed a 
range of treats such as pick and mix, chocolate, lollipops, drinks, fruit and vegan options. We are 
planning on running a few different activities soon so please keep a lookout for our next events.  
 

Lastly, we would like to thank Morgan who has recently stepped down as our vice chair of FOBS. We 
would like to wish Dannie, our new appointed vice chair, the best of luck in her new role. 
 

Thank you 
FOBS  
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

February 

 Half term holiday from Monday 14th to Friday 18th 
February 

Monday 21st Children return to school 

March 

Week beginning 14th  Parent’s Evenings – further details to follow 

April 

Friday 1st  Last day of term 

Tuesday 19th Children return to school 

May Half term holiday from Monday 30th May until Friday 3rd 
June 

Tuesday 17th May Class Group Photos 

June 

Monday 6th Inset day – no children in school 

Wednesday 22nd – 
Friday 24th June 

Year 5 and 6 Bushcraft Residential Trip 

July 

Wednesday 20th July Last day for children in school 

Thursday 21st July Inset day – no children in school 

Friday 22nd July Bank holiday in lieu of Queens Jubilee 
 

 

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

