
School continues to be a busy place with lots of exciting learning taking 
place in the classrooms. We have welcomed several visitors in to school 
this week who have all commented positively on the children’s learning 
behaviours and attitudes. 

As mentioned in the last bulletin, we have started looking at the school’s 
vision and work has continued on this in the staff team. Next week I will 
be sending home a ParentMail form asking for your thoughts and 
comments on what attributes you would like your children to leave 
Bethersden Primary School with. After the February half-term break I will  
be inviting you in to discuss the suggestions made. We will also be 
consulting with the children over the coming weeks to make sure we are 
taking everyone’s opinions in as we carry out this important piece of 
work. 

Parent’s Evenings will take place in the week beginning 14th March with 
the choice of face to face or telephone calls depending on your 
preference. A ParentMail will be sent out nearer the time for you to sign 
up. As always, we strongly encourage you to book an appointment so that 
your child’s teacher can celebrate their successes and to also let you 
know if there is any support you can give as we work together. Please 
look out for this at the start of next term. 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be returning this year from 7th February. We 
will be sending out a letter next week explaining how you can visit with 
your child to choose books they are interested in. The arrangements will 
understandably be different to previous years and as always, I thank you 
in advance for your support in making the event successful.  

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
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Last week’s attendance 

94.30% 

 

This week’s attendance 

92.50% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

94.67% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

In Bumblebee Class, we have loved learning more about castle 
life. We discovered that the royal family wore spectacular crowns 
and had magnificent dances and feasts. We learnt about the food 
they ate and how their food was different to the food we eat at 
our parties. We loved the idea that they ate their sweet treats 
with their dinner but were shocked that they ate turtle soup. We 
loved pretending to have our own dances by dressing up and 
making play dough food to eat. We loved rolling and shaping the 
play dough to create all different types of food for the princes and 
princesses. We have also started to learn about dragons through 
the book 'Dear Dragon' by An Vrombaut. We have made our own 
dragon focusing on different ways of joining, built a dragon cave 
out of a variety of different resources such as bricks, sand and 
logs. We also discussed how to overcome our own fears like the 
princess did in the story.  
In Maths, we have learnt what more and less means and how to 
discover how many more or less items we have. We have also 
learnt how to use our part-part whole model to support us with 
our addition.  
We have been working really hard in our Read Write Inc lessons to 
think and write our own sentences. We have also started to learn 
our set 2 special friend sounds which is supporting us in being able 
to read new sounds and write new words.  
 
 
 
Owl class are continuing to work hard in RWI and it is lovely seeing 
those skills transfer to their independent writing.  Recently we 
have been focusing on adjectives as well as basic punctuation.  In 
Maths we have moved onto ‘teen numbers.’ Owls have been 
learning how a teen number can be partitioned into tens and ones.  
In Science we have just started our new unit ‘Animals including 
humans’ many owls were surprised to hear that humans are 
animals!  But when we look at the common characteristics of 
animals – we realised that we had all of them!   
In Art, Owl class have been exploring manipulating paper by 
tearing, rolling, folding and scrunching to provide some wonderful 
textures for their collages! 
They have also been enjoying the new things in choice learning, 
such as the Twit Twoo café, the carwash and the new writing 
zone! 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

and Owl Class been 

learning? 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

What a fantastic couple of weeks we have had in Deer Class. We have been 
looking at instructional texts and reading all about 'How to wash a 
Woolly Mammoth'. We have designed our own cleaning kits, looked at the 
features of instructional texts and then we wrote our own set of instructions! 
They make for fabulous reading. 

In Maths, Year 2 have been finding the correct amounts of money and then 
progressing to looking at how much change we need to give, In Year 3 times 
tables have been the focus, particularly their 4s and 8s. 
Our new Science topic, Rocks, has been a big hit and the children have been 
very enthusiastic in their learning - keen to learn and desperate to use the 
magnifying glasses to study the rocks. They have been keen to share and we do 
love to see how their learning in school inspires them at home. 
As we have been exploring the Stone Age in History, we discussed ways we can 
learn about the past, identifying that artefacts are tricky to come by when 
focusing on prehistoric periods! We did however learn that cave paintings have 
been a crucial artefact to investigate what life may have been like during the 
Stone Age. We were so inspired by them, that we had a go at recreating our 
own cave art using soft pastels and tried our best to mimic the style. The 
finished pieces are absolutely beautiful and have taken pride of place on 
display in our classroom! You can also take a look on Twitter to see a few 
examples, you won't be disappointed! 
 
 
 

Otters have continued learning about Free Lance and The Lake of Skulls in 
English over the last two weeks. We are currently focusing on using formal, 
technical language to write a non-chronological report, as opposed to using 
"story language" and description. We are writing as if we are experts on the 
vicious hags that attack Free Lance! In Maths we are dividing two-digit numbers 
by a single digit, using a combination of partitioning and the compact (bus stop) 
method of division. We have used manipulatives to help us understand that 
division is sharing into equal groups and sometimes we will have something left 
over (a remainder). In Science we are beginning to build our own electrical 
circuits and recognise whether these are complete or incomplete. Our DT topic 
for Terms 3 and 4 involves mechanical systems and we are going to be designing 
and creating our own moon rover for exploring the surface of strange planets! 
Hopefully they will work more effectively than our cams and followers did! 
 

What have Deer 

and Otter Class 

been learning? 
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What have Badger 

and Fox Class been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 

Primary School 

The Badgers are flying through term 3, and we can’t believe we are 
already approaching the half-way point of this academic year.  The 
weather has been kind recently and allowed Mr Clark to take them for 
their weekly yoga session on the playground followed by an outdoor 
mud bath, cunningly disguised as field games.  Fortunately, Mrs Moss 
has provided a sensible counter balance by teaching dance on 
Wednesdays, ably supported by Miss Mexter.  The effort of all the 
children has been admirable and even those who would normally be 
reluctant to take part have excelled in their interpretation of the 
Olympic Games through movement and music.  In science, the 
children have been demonstrating the effects of air resistance, 
replicating Galileo’s famous experiment by dropping hammers and bits 
of paper from a great height (did you know the Apollo astronauts did 
almost the same experiment on the moon?), then designing and 
constructing parachutes.  We have also been working on a linking 
program with a school near Maidstone, but more of that in our next 
bulletin. 
 
What a busy few weeks Fox Class have had! In English, we have had a 

terrible crime to solve. Chocolate was stolen from the classroom 

cupboard, and it was down to Fox Class to catch the culprit. We 

applied careful observation and inference skills to analyse the crime 

scene and then conducted interviews with the prime suspects. Each 

day more and more evidence was revealed until the class were 

eventually able to identify the criminal. We then learnt about 

recounts in order to write a crime report of these events. In Maths, we 

have been revisiting decimals, revising the place value of different 

digits in a decimal number. We then moved on to multiplying and 

dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. We used counters to model the 

process and then practised our use of mathematical language to 

explain what was happening and why. In Science, we have been 

learning about light. We have conducted tests and created models to 

show how we see and have also learnt about the parts of the eye. We 

then revised our knowledge of shadows, working in groups to identify 

the best position of an umbrella throughout the day to ensure shade is 

always present. Our new History topic has started with a focus on 

chronology. We reviewed last year’s learning on the Anglo-Saxons and 

how the Vikings fit in this timeline. We have also started to investigate 

who the Vikings were and why they were in Britain. In Art, we have 

learnt about Alexander Calder’s abstract stabiles and mobiles. We 

discussed their characteristics and have started planning the form of 

our own stabiles, inspired by his work. We are very much looking 

forward to building them in the coming weeks! 
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As many out of school activities have restarted please do remember to send certificates, badges 
and awards in to school so that we can celebrate excellence and achievements from outside school. 
Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Teddy, Piers, Annabelle, Maevi 

Owl Class 

Owen, Rex, Mason, Levi 

Deer Class 

Faye, Dolly, Marine, Alfie 

Otter Class 

Jesse, Charlie, Indie-Rae, Arlo 

Badger Class 

Vienna, Albert, Evelet, Joshua 

Fox Class 

Violina, Daniel, Daisy, Lola 

Excellence Awards 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the 
following members of our school: 
 
Tillie                Sam B - Governor 
Buzz 
Joshua 
Teddy 
Matilda 
Wally 
 

 

 

Birthdays 
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Diary Dates 

 

Uniform 

Can I please remind you that, although we have made some relaxation of the uniform code to allow for 
additional layers to be worn whilst extra ventilation is being used in the classrooms, we still expect 
children to wear the full uniform as well. Recently, we have seen many children wearing sweatshirts 
rather than uniform. Also, leggings are not part of our school uniform and girls should wear skirts or 
trousers. Finally, shoes should be plain black, ankle boots are suitable. Below is a copy of our uniform 
statement: 

Our uniform consists of: 
 
Royal Blue sweatshirt 
Pale blue or white polo shirt or cotton shirt 
Dark grey/black trousers or dark grey/black shorts 
Dark grey/Black skirt or dark grey/black pinafore  
Plain black shoes, ankle boots are suitable. 
 
In addition, pupils may choose to wear: 
Royal Blue cardigan 
Blue gingham dresses, in warmer weather  
Royal Blue fleece for outdoor use 
 
Leggings are not a suitable alternative to trousers. 
 
For PE all children need: 
Plain white or blue PE t-shirt (available with a school logo) 
Black PE shorts 
A pair of trainers or plimsolls 
A plain dark coloured tracksuit (without fashion logos) for outdoor use 
 
We have also added a sports top to our PE kit more details to follow. 
 
Please Note:  PE kits should be kept in school all week, fully named and in a named drawstring bag 
which should be kept in their locker. 
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Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

February 

Monday 7th to 11th Scholastic Book Fair week 

 Half term holiday from Monday 14th to Friday 18th 
February 

Monday 21st Children return to school 

March 

Week beginning 14th  Parent’s Evenings – further details to follow 

April 

Friday 1st  Last day of term 

Tuesday 19th Children return to school 

May Half term holiday from Monday 30th May until Friday 3rd 
June 

Tuesday 17th May Class Group Photos 

June 

Monday 6th Inset day – no children in school 

Wednesday 22nd – 
Friday 24th June 

Year 5 and 6 Bushcraft Residential Trip 

July 

Wednesday 20th July Last day for children in school 

Thursday 21st July Inset day – no children in school 

Friday 22nd July Bank holiday in lieu of Queens Jubilee 
 
 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

