
  

I am so disappointed that I have missed the last two weeks of this term 
but I have heard so many wonderful stories of the Christmas plays; 
Bumblebee Class’ ‘Wriggly Nativity’ and Owl and Deer Class performing 
‘The Angel Who Nearly Missed It All’. I am so pleased you were able to 
attend. From what I am told, the singing was brilliant and the acting was 
first rate. 

For those of you who went to the pantomime at the Marlowe Theatre I 
want you to know I am very jealous, this is something I have been looking 
forward to since we booked it. I have been told that everyone’s behaviour 
was brilliant and that you all joined in well which I am sure the cast were 
grateful for. 

As we head into 2022 I have the strangest feeling of deja vu as I remember 
distinctly saying how much I was hoping that 2021 would have been better 
than the one before. Who would have known we’d still be having 
restrictions after all this time. I am sure we will all be hoping for a much 
better 2022. I am so pleased we have been able to come back towards a 
normal school. 

I would like to thank the staff who have worked incredibly hard this term 
especially considering all the precautions and restrictions that they have 
been working under and pulling together when someone has been unwell. 
Thanks to their dedication and hard work learning has continued at its 
Bethersden Best! 

Looking ahead to 2022, we are hoping to return in January as we are 
operating now. As you will appreciate this could change over the coming 
weeks so please do look out for any ParentMails (which I promise will only 
be sent should there be any important updates) over the break. Hopefully 
though, we look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 4th January 
2022. 

Finally, on a personal note, I would like to thank you all for your support 
and good wishes you have sent this year. I feel truly honoured and blessed 
to be part of such a wonderful school. 

With the very warmest Christmas wishes, 

 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Christmas message 
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What’s been happening in Bumblebee Class 
It has been a wonderfully busy term in Bumblebee Class and all the adults are so 
proud of how well the children have done this term and have loved seeing the 
children’s beautiful smiles when they run into class. This term we have been very 
busy learning our nativity, learning about our local superheroes, as well as learning 
new things in our Maths and Phonics lessons.  
In our Wider Learning, we have been learning about police, fire fighters, doctors and 
nurses. We have been very fortunate to have a number of wonderful visitors in to 
talk to us and show us their incredible safety equipment. We first learnt about fire 
safety with firefighter Archie and we loved pretending to be fire fighters and used 
our pipes to put out pretend fires. We then learnt all about the police and how they 
help us. We loved chasing our friends around the playground and putting them in 
jail. We had Richard from the army in who explained how he helps people and we 
loved looking at all the incredible survival gear. We were then lucky enough to have 
Mr Gawthorpe in to show us what happens in the opticians. We loved checking our 
friends eyes and we also loved being a doctor or nurse and bandaging our friends up.  
This term we have made so much progress in our Phonics lessons. We have finished 
learning our set 1 sounds and we have been focusing on blending CVC words and 
words that have our special friends in. We are now focusing on reading and writing 
sentences. When writing our sentences we have been focusing on remembering the 
words in order before we start to write them.  
In our Maths lessons we have been learning our number bonds to 5 and have been 
looking at positional and directional language. We have learnt how our fingers can 
help us to remember our number bonds and we know you can switch the numbers 
around and they will still make 5. When looking at directional language we created 
our own maps to help us to find different places in our classroom. Some of us even 
made a map so our friends could find our house.  
 
We would love to say a huge well done to all the children for their excellent 
performance in their nativity. You have blown us away with your incredibly beautiful 
singing and we have loved watching your confidence grow through each rehearsal. 
You should all be so incredibly proud with how fantastic you all were. 
  
Next term we are so excited to start our topic on ‘Imagination’.  We will be looking 
at castles, knights, princesses and dragons. We can’t wait to start this topic and see 
where the children’s imagination takes us.  
 
In our Phonics lessons we will continue to practise our sounds, focusing on blending 
words with our special friend sounds. We will also be learning and exploring reading 
short sentences and writing sentences. The children will also have plenty of 
opportunities to write during their child initiated times. 
 
In Maths we are going to be looking at numbers to 10, addition and measure. In our 
measure topic we will be looking at length, height and weight.  
 
In PE we will be looking at our new topic called ‘Fun and Games. Please can you 
make sure your child brings in a full PE Kit.  
 
We will continue to have book change days on Monday, Tuesday and Friday.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘A Wriggly Nativity’ 

Building a survival 
shelter 

All dressed up as 
‘superheroes’ 
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What a wonderful term we have had in Owl Class!  The children continue to grow 
and learn every day and we are proud of the progress they are making.  Our small 
groups and expert teaching in Read Write Inc. has supported children in year 1 on 
their journey to become competent readers and writers.  We have also been 
completing writing tasks to build our stamina and were particularly proud of Ava 
for winning the school writing competition!  
This terms Maths has been number focused, we have been developing skills in 
addition and subtraction!  Science has seen us exploring materials, a highlight was 
the whole class working in groups to conduct an experiment which involved 
predicting, testing, collecting data and analysing results!  We have continued to 
collect data on the weather and will soon have enough data to start drawing 
conclusions. 
Tall towers was the name of the game in Design Technology, we have been using 
different materials and techniques to develop our understanding of effective and 
strong structures.  In PSHE we have been thinking about being a good friend and 
the qualities that a good friend has.  In Art we have been thinking about colour 
and learning how to mix different colours.  In ICT we have been programing using 
simple algorithms.  In music we have been focusing on pattern and sound in 
different musical pieces. 
In PE we have been working on our gymnastics’ skills, we have been thinking 
particularly about balance and coordinating our movements. 
 
Children continue to have time for choice learning, this gives children the 
opportunity to develop interests and skills of their own choice. We have discovered 
some budding artists and determined problem solvers during this time.  We have 
also been busy with our Christmas preparations, the Nativity went very well and 
we are very proud of our Christmas owl hoops.  We have been busy writing our 
Christmas stories for the Rotary Club competition, there have been some very 
interesting ideas!   
 
In Owl Class next term there will be a slight change in the teaching team – Miss 
Proctor will continue to teach Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  Mrs Green will 
now teach all day Thursday and Friday.   
PE will continue to be on a Tuesday but we encourage you to send your child’s PE 
kit into school and for them to be kept in their locker so we can grab any 
opportunity to be physical! 
Reading will continue to be of great importance and the routines for changing 
books will not change. Thank you for commenting on your child’s reading in their 
contact book, it is very much appreciated. Please continue to read with your child 
at home every day. 
A quick overview of things to come – In Maths we will complete a unit on shape, 
then move on to working with numbers to 20. Art will have a focus on texture.  In 
DT we will be moving onto our food tech unit.  In History we will be thinking about 
significant historical events including the Great Fire of London.  We will be thinking 
about mood and effect in Music and what helps us stay healthy in PSHE. In PE we 
will be dancing, thinking about learning and coordinating dance moves to music.  
In Science we will be finishing the unit on materials and moving onto animals 
including humans.  
We look forward to another fun filled term! 
 
                        

 
 
 

What’s been happening in Owl Class 

 Colour mixing in art 

 
A wonderful tower to help 

rescue Rapunzel! 
Great team work Owls. 

 

 

Budding Scientists – Which 
paper towel is the most 

absorbent? 
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Deer Class have had a tremendously busy term as we have been juggling our 
curriculum learning with this year’s nativity. Not forgetting all of the Christmas fun 
to be had!  
In English we have been exploring a variety of genres, including creative writing, 
newspaper reports, narratives and poetry. From mythical creatures, flying frogs and 
naughty elves, our writing has certainly been interesting this term packed full of 
creative characters. Our Christmas narratives have been sent off to enter the Rotary 
Christmas story competition.  
In Maths we have continued to develop our learning on addition and subtraction, 
exploring a range of methods to solve such calculations. The methods we have been 
using are the column method, the part-whole model, number lines and tens frames. 
The Year 2’s have been working with 2 digit numbers, whilst our Year 3’s have been 
working with 3 digit numbers. Whilst we have enjoyed working on addition and 
subtraction, we are certainly looking forward to a fresh Maths topic next term, as 
our Year 2’s will begin learning about money and the Year 3’s will be focusing on 
multiplication and division.  
In History we have been learning about our local town and the history of Ashford 
market. We spotted links in our learning as we found out a normal Nobleman, Hugo 
de Montfort, was given lands from the Archbishop of Canterbury which was later to 
be known as ‘Ashford’. We were able to link this to our previous learning on 1066, 
the Battle of Hastings. We have true historians in the making!  
In Design Technology we have completed building our model bridges and spent time 
evaluating them. We were able to reflect on the materials and methods used, as 
well as making suggestions on what we could do next time to improve them. We also 
continued this theme of craft as we created 3D spring reindeer for our class hoop 
contribution. It’s been lovely to see our work proudly hung on display in the hall for 
all to see.  
Our topic of animals, including humans has sparked many a Deer’s interest as we 
have been looking at the diets of different animals, talking about what animals need 
to survive and also exploring the human skeleton! Our French has linked in nicely 
with this as we have been learning the names of some animals in French, and Deer 
Class are really beginning to develop into little linguists! We are often greeted in 
French in a morning!  
To top off a fantastic term, the children have worked so hard to put on a wonderful 
Nativity performance. Well done Deer Class!  
 
In Deer Class next term our wider learning topic will focus on the Stone Age. This 
history based topic will help us develop our understanding of chronology as we travel 
back to prehistoric times learning about what life was once like.  
We will also be taking a break from our DT learning to focus on our learning and skills 
in Art and Design. We will begin focusing on drawing. Over the holidays you could 
experiment with different pencils and media. You could also try drawing from 
observation.  
Next term we will be moving away from animals in our French lessons and will be 
focusing on Les Fruits (fruits). We wonder if you could find out the names of any 
fruits in French… 
 
More importantly, have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
We hope you have a lovely break, take some time to rest and we look forward to 
seeing you all again in 2022!  
Miss Hughes, Mrs Moss and Mrs Joy  
 
 

What’s been happening in Deer Class 

Hard at work building our 
model bridges in DT, 

using junior hacksaws and 
clamps. 

 

Creating timelines of 
Ashford, as we learnt 

about key events from our 
local town. 

 

Our nativity ‘The Angel 
Who Nearly Missed It All’ 
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What a busy and hectic term it has been! I’m sure Otter Class are exhausted and 
looking forward to a restful Christmas break. 
         
In English this term, we finished our work on The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan and 
began to study The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. To create an original piece of 
descriptive writing, we imagined that we were out at sea in a storm and we 
witnessed The Iron Man stepping off the edge of the cliff and tumbling towards the 
ground... Here is an extract from Rosemary’s work: 
 
My wooden boat was rocking much more violently this time. The waves roared like 
Zeus was mad and taking it out on me! The worn-out rope made my muscles throb 
with pain already. Salt water splashed in my face and found its way into my mouth 
as my boat started to capsize, but I didn’t let it. The weather still was rough so I 
ran back inside my little hut and started to gut the fish. 
 
In Maths we have studied how to calculate the perimeter of squares, rectangles 
and other rectilinear shapes by adding up the lengths of all the sides, or by taking 
a “journey” from a starting point in one corner and travelling around the shape 
until we get back to where we started. In recent weeks we have moved on to 
multiplication and division. This has included learning rules for how to multiply 
and divide by multiples of 10 and 100, and also by 0 and 1. We have also worked 
on the 6, 7 and 9 times tables, so these are the key ones for children to be focussing 
on at home (if they are comfortable with the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables). 
 
Our Science work has involved learning about states of matter including The Water 
Cycle, whilst in Geography we have studied the features of mountains, including 
their appearance, their climate and how they are formed. Our moving window 
display models for DT didn’t quite work in the way we had intended, but at least 
we had plenty to evaluate! In French we have learnt vocabulary relating to 
vegetables, whilst in Art we have explored colour in detail. In PSHE we have learnt 
about identity, belonging and discrimination. In PE we have developed Netball 
skills to play small-sided competitive matches. 
 
Next term we will be studying an exciting History topic about The Romans! What 
did they ever do for us? In stark contrast we will be learning about electricity in 
Science. Our English work will again focus around a class text, this time called Free 
Lance & The Lake of Skulls… In Maths we will continue to develop our 
understanding of multiplication and division, before moving on to topics such as 
Area, and Fractions. Thankfully, our next PE unit takes us away from the cold 
weather as we will be developing our skills in Gymnastics. 
 
Our timetable for next term is not yet set in stone, so please ensure your child’s 
PE kit comes into school on the first day of term and remains in school all week 
until it needs to be washed - children should have their full kit in school every day. 
Thank you for all of your support and understanding so far this year. On behalf of 
the class team we wish you a very Merry Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s been happening in Otter Class 

We enjoyed a visit from 
Fantastic Fred, who 
explained to us the 

importance of looking after 
our mental health. 

 

We conducted Science 
experiments relating to the 
properties of solids, liquids 
and gases, including how 

they change. 
 

In Art, each child created a 
mood board to demonstrate 

their understanding of 
colour and how it can be 
used to create different 

effects. 
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What’s been happening in Badger Class 

We’ve had a very unusual term in Badger Class.    The children came back fully 
refreshed after the half term holiday, raring to go, only to discover Mr Clark was 
absent with the dreaded Corona virus.  Miss Mexter, Mrs Moss and other teaching 
staff immediately stepped in and seamlessly filled the void to ensure learning 
continued without interruption.  The children started the term with a historical 
enquiry into a local figure who was remarkable in many respects – Walter Tull 
was not only one of the first black professional footballer but also the first black 
British Army infantry officer, who was killed leading his troops at the end of 
WW1.  Walter faced obstacles and discrimination throughout his short life and 
was a great role model for showing what can be achieved whatever barriers exist.  
Studying this remarkable character also set the scene for Remembrance Day, for 
which the children researched the names of all of the fallen from Bethersden 
who appear on the village war memorial. The class then attended a short service, 
led by the Rev Mike Rose, at the memorial at 11 O’clock on 11th November, where 
they read out all of the names and laid a wreath on behalf of the school.   The 
Humanities subject for this term has been WW2, where the children have 
researched life on the home front.  We looked at the experiences of child 
evacuees, rationing, the blackout, threat from gas attacks and the Blitz.  The 
children learnt how Ashford was bombed (it played a significant role in the 
railway system), and where the bombs landed in relation to modern locations 
they can relate to (next to Matalan, the old Ashford Hospital and near the 
designer outlet).  The class book, used for English writing lessons, has been 
‘Goodnight Mr Tom’, which follows the story of a young evacuee from London 
who experiences a very different life in the relative safety of the countryside.  
In French, we have been looking at the weather and have been practising the 
weather using lots of different skills including singing (Did you see us on 
Twitter?). We impressed the owners of the resource website so much that they 
sent us some 'Superstar" stickers. We have also been busy writing French weather 
reports, using all the language we have learnt. Science involved experiments to 
demonstrate the changing properties of materials; this has required children to 
use heat sources and it has to be noted that all of the Badgers acted sensibly, 
safely and maturely which was a great credit to them all.  In PE the children 
have been learning the rules of Hockey.  It has been really encouraging to see 
the effort and enthusiasm all of the Badgers have put into this game and, despite 
flailing hockey sticks and hard balls, casualties were light. 
We now have our eyes set firmly on Term3, which we hope will give us a fresh 
start after some disruption in school due to the pandemic.  We will carry on with 
the class book in English, but our humanities focus will change to Anglo-Saxons, 
for which we have quite a local connection; our Science subject will be ‘forces’ 
where we will use our knowledge of gravity and Newton’s laws of motion to 
identify the effects of air and water resistance, and friction.  Mrs Moss will 
continue to hone the French skills of the children, also helping Mr Clark to repair 
the damage done to his language proficiency by learning it from the French Army 
many years ago.  We will be revisiting electrical circuits in DT so that we can 
design and build electrical models and expand our knowledge of coding and 
network architecture in computing.  Buster will carry on teaching the children 
to play the ukulele, which has proved very popular and also quite therapeutic; it 
helps to support the mental fitness of everyone, which is especially important in 
current times and which we will continue to promote throughout next year.  
 
 
 
 

‘Jolly Hockey-sticks’ in Badger 
Class. 

 

Badgers experiment with 
changing properties in Science. 

 

Badger Class commemorate 
Remembrance Day on 11th 

November with a 2 minutes 
silence and a reading of the 

names of names of 
Bethersden’s fallen. 
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What a busy term we have had in Fox Class! The children have worked 
incredibly hard in all their lessons and are becoming increasingly mature role 
models for the school. 
 
Our English text of Moby-Dick has proved popular throughout the term, 
resulting in some fantastic pieces of writing being produced. We have placed 
focus on the complex skill of text analysis, using PEE to structure an argument. 
We have searched for evidence within a text and have learnt how to embed 
quotations in our own writing. We have also written creatively, writing our own 
backstories for the long-standing feud between Captain Ahab and Moby-Dick. 
We also spent time exploring different poetry styles, before creating our own 
shape poems inspired by a sea storm.  
 
Fox Class have impressed throughout this term’s Maths work. Our work on 
fractions has proved challenging but successful. We have converted between 
improper fractions and mixed numbers, learnt to add and subtract 
(increasingly complex) mixed numbers and have even started learning to 
multiply and divide fractions. Alongside this, we have consolidated our 
understanding of what fractions are, how they can be represented and finding 
equivalents. 
 
In Science we have been learning about electricity. We have learnt how to use 
electricity safely and have revised how to draw electrical circuits using 
symbols. We conducted a test to see how the voltage (number of batteries) 
affects the brightness of the bulb, and were able to discuss reasons why our 
results may not be reliable. Most excitingly, we have designed and built our 
own scarecrows with electrical components. We have used bulbs, buzzers and 
motors to scare away the farmer’s unwanted birds.   
 
Our DT lessons have continued with a ‘sea’ theme, completing construction of 
our whaling ships. The children worked incredibly hard on their boats, and the 
final products demonstrate a good understanding of the features of whaling 
ships and pulley systems. We have also been at sea in PE, where we have 
created dance motifs inspired by the theme music of The Pirates of the 
Caribbean. 
 
Congratulations Foxes on another great term. Have a lovely Christmas, and I 
look forward to welcoming you all back in January.  
 
In Fox Class our Science lessons will be investigating light. We will be learning 
about how light travels, how we see and how shadows are formed. Have a look 
around your house, are any shadows created? What shapes are they? Where are 
the shadows in relation to a light source? In History we will be learning about 
the Vikings. Think back over our History learning so far, where do you think 
the Vikings might fit on our timeline? Can you think of anything you might like 
to know or find out? 
 
Please continue to practise time tables. There is a Boys vs Girls TTRockstars 
battle that will run throughout the holiday. Please also spend some time 
revising our Sir Linkalot spelling lists: Anxious Austen, Diamond Dickinson and 
Spaghetti Shakespeare. 
 
 

What’s been happening in Fox Class 

Science: Testing the effects of 
adding batteries to a circuit to 

increase bulb brightness. 
 

DT: A whaling ship equipped with a 
pulley system to raise and lower the 

smaller whaling boats. 
 

PE: Creating a dance motif inspired 
by the Pirates of the Caribbean 

theme music. 
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Christmas Raffle Winners 

Thank you to everyone who either bought tickets or donated prizes for this year’s Christmas Raffle. 
The draw was made on Wednesday afternoon and we are pleased to announce the winners: 
 

Santa’s Sleigh of Sweets P Potocvak 

Chocolate Hamper D Bennett 

Chocolate Hamper O Davison 

The Reindeer Center- family ticket (2 adults 
and 2 children) 

M Mira 

4 Gates riding school - Half an hour horse riding 
lesson 

R Chapman 

Bright Commercial Cleaning - 3 hour clean of 
your home/workplace 

B Chaplin 

Lovelace Fishery - 12 hour fishing session. B Oliver 

For the road - £150 voucher towards a car 
service. 

L Ford 

Merchants of Bethersden - £10 voucher J Wilmshurst 

Ripleys Garden Centre - £20 gift voucher R Fell 

Harrington Beauty - Free manicure voucher K Smith 

Vibez - £20 voucher  S King 

The Pig and Sty - £20 gift voucher S Coombs 

The Swan Inn - £25 gift voucher K Woodley 

Images Unlimited - 5x 7x5 print voucher K Wood 

My lovely Maison - £25 voucher  S Hadley 

 

Christingles 

On Wednesday all classes made a Christingle 
with materials donated by The Children’s 
Society and St Margaret’s Church. These were 
then taken home at the end of the day to bring 
a festive feel to homes. We held a collection 
on the gate in the morning raising just under 
£25 for The Children’s Society. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed. 

 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate?gclid=Cj0KCQiA5OuNBhCRARIsACgaiqUnuM1rS_UuV0wBq7pTz7cUYeyx-ZLnz0MFxeFRBp6DG12xzuJdAAcaAsuLEALw_wcB
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate?gclid=Cj0KCQiA5OuNBhCRARIsACgaiqUnuM1rS_UuV0wBq7pTz7cUYeyx-ZLnz0MFxeFRBp6DG12xzuJdAAcaAsuLEALw_wcB
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Dates for your diary 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

December 

Friday 17th Dec Last day of term 

January  

Tuesday 4th Jan First day of Term 3 - Children return to school 

February Half term holiday from Monday 14th to Friday 18th 
February 

 

Governor message 

On behalf of the whole governing body, we would like to extend our thanks to all parents and carers 
for their continued support of Bethersden `school in what has been another difficult year. 

 
As we near the end of 2021 we would also like to thank our dedicated staff team who have again, 
gone above and beyond for our children. 
 
To our fellow governors, thank you for all your hard work and support. 
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas with best wishes for a very happy and healthy 2022. 
 
Jenn Read and Kate Kirk  
Chair and Vice Chair of Governors 

 
Do you want to know more about our Governors. Take a look at https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/governors/ 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at the Marlowe Theatre 

Yesterday, most of the school were lucky enough to 
visit the Marlowe Theatre to see this year’s 
pantomime, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. There was a lot 
of excitement on the coach heading to Canterbury and 
once there it grew. Throughout the show the children 
behaved impeccably and were great ambassadors for 
the school. The children massively enjoyed the show 
and joined in with the panto in the true spirit of 
Christmas. 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

