
As we end our first term, I am so proud of the way the children have shown 
excellent learning behaviours all term and have settled back in so quickly 
after the summer break. Our new Bumblebee Class has settled extremely well 
and have already started attending our Excellence Assemblies. Not only have 
they settled well into the school they have also taken part in their first village 
walk showing fantastic behaviour. 

This year is starting to feel like a normal school year and I am so excited we 
are all going to the Marlowe Theatre this Christmas, our first whole school 
trip since we went to Wildwood back in the summer of 2019. This event 
promises to be a magical Christmas experience and a chance for some 
children to go to the theatre, some will remember when we went as a school 
4 years ago. More information can be found on page 10. 

I would like to thank FOBS, our Parent and Teacher Association, who met 
earlier this month to plan events for the rest of the school year. It was 
encouraging to welcome some of our new parents to the meeting and onto 
the board of trustees. The first event of the year will be the Halloween Film 
Night on Thursday 4th November. Children in Bumblebee, Owl and Deer 
Classes have chosen ‘Hotel Transylvania’ while children in Otter, Badger and 
Fox Classes chose ‘The Addams Family’. Further details can be found on page 
10. I would also ask that you put Saturday 11th June in your diary as we are 
hoping to hold our first ‘Summer Spectacular’ since 2019. This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year and every penny raised goes into providing the children 
with exciting opportunities and resources.  

Next term is my favourite in the school year when the sound of children 
rehearsing Christmas plays begins. I am sure your children will be starting to 
sing them at home soon as well. This year we are holding 2 different Christmas 
plays as Bumblebee Class will be putting on their own show. Owl and Deer 
Class will be putting on their performance giving Year 2 and 3 the chance to 
perform in front of parents which is such an important milestone for children 
in a primary school. 

All that remains is for me to wish you a restful break, please have a read of 
the Term 2 information on page 9. I look forward to welcoming you all back 
on Monday 1st November at 8.30am. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

92.57% 

 

This week’s attendance 

93.46% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

95.56% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 

 

Deer 97.48% and 

Badger 96.23% Classes 

have the best 

attendance for the 

term. Well done to 

both classes! 
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What’s been happening in Bumblebee 
Class this term? 

We are so proud with how well our new Bumblebee class have settled into school 
life. We have had a wonderful term and can’t wait for all the new adventures and 
memories we will make during the rest of the school year. In the short time we have 
been at school the children have already come so far and are able to do so much 
already. We have been extremely busy developing our role play skills and inventing 
new games. It has been delightful to watch the class grow closer, watch friendships 
develop and play together as a class. A couple of highlights this term have been 
exploring our play equipment on the field, releasing the frogs into the pond and 
baking and tasting our own bread.  
In our Read Write Excellence lessons, we have learnt to recognise and write our new 
sounds and we already know around 20 sounds. We have also been looking at how to 
blend our words to read them. We have worked so hard with our pencil control and 
we can now write our letters clearly and we are beginning to write some words. 
Our Maths work has really taken off, as we can now recognise, write, count and 
compare numbers up to 5. We are also able to state if a group of objects is fewer or 
more than another group of objects. In the last weeks of this term we have started 
to look at 3D shapes and we discovered some are best for rolling whereas others are 
best for stacking.   
In wider learning, we have finished our topic on ‘Once Upon a Time’ where we loved 
listening to the different stories and retelling them using stick puppets. We enjoyed 
making porridge for Goldilocks, we built a house for the Three Little Pigs and explored 
how team work is best just like in the ‘Enormous Turnip’. We have also looked at 
'The Gingerbread Man' and made some gingerbread playdough and created and retold 
the story through our playdough characters. Then we helped the 'Little Red Hen' to 
make some bread as a team to help the Little Red Hen, as teamwork makes the dream 
work.  
 
 
Next term, we are so excited to start our topic on ‘Hero in Me’, where we will be 
looking at who are superheroes, people who help us and what kind of hero we want 
to be. We will be looking at fictional superheroes, vets, doctors, police and 
firefighters. We will end the topic by looking at what hero we might want to become. 
We will also spend some time celebrating Christmas and practising our Nativity.  
 
To start our new topic off with a bang, on the first day of next term (1st November) 
can your child please come dressed as their favorite superhero. It could be a family 
member, Spiderman, doctor or vet. 
 
In our Read Writing Excellence lessons, we will continue practising and recapping our 
sounds, focusing on blending CVC words and words with our special friend sounds. 
We will also be learning and exploring reading short sentences, writing lists and 
captions.  
 
In Maths, we are going to be looking at 2D shapes, number bonds to 5 and 
prepositional language.   
 
We will still continue to do P.E on Mondays, where we will be looking at dance. 
 
Next term, the children will come through the main gate in the mornings. There will 
be a member of the Bumblebee Class to greet them and walk them to their class. 
After school the children will be collected by the undercover section on the main 
playground by the big wooden gate.  
 
 
 
 

Our first class photo. 

Sitting around our 

campfire 

Gem counting 
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What’s been happening in Owl Class 
this term? 
 

What a wonderful, fun filled term we have had in Owl Class! Maths has seen 
us on a journey of number exploration with numbers to ten including more 
and less than, part whole models and ordinal numbers.  We have been so 
impressed with Owl’s progress in Reading, Writing Excellence sessions. 
They have risen to the new challenges of learning new sounds and red 
words and it’s been lovely to see them using this knowledge when writing 
extended sentences. They have loved taking their new writing skills into 
their free choice learning time, writing cards and little stories for 
themselves and their friends.  
In our Art lessons this term we have been learning how to use a wide range 
of drawing materials; pencils, marker pens, oil pastels, chalk, charcoal and 
soft pastels. We have explored different ways of using them and have 
created some amazing pieces of artwork, from crazy hair self-portraits to 
detailed drawings of pumpkins. Lots of budding artists in the making! 
Our Geography learning took us on a journey to explore and talk about our 
immediate environment and our wider environment. We had lots of 
discussions about villages, towns and cities and the differences between 
them. They loved the story of the “Town Mouse and the Country Mouse” 
and lots of owl class say they would prefer to live in the quiet countryside 
with lots of fresh air! 
In Science we have been exploring seasonal change.  We record the 
weather once a week, later on in the year we will look at all the data – I 
wonder what patterns we will see?    We have also begun the unit on 
materials and have been exploring what different everyday items are made 
from.  During Child Initiated time, Owls have enjoyed exploring the new 
boat in the outside area, we sailed to America only the other day!  They 
have also enjoyed developing strength and balance on the bikes and 
scooters.  Alongside this there have been many opportunities to use paint 
and creative materials, write stories, read books, sand and water play and 
construction -   What a busy time Owl class! 
 
Next term in our History lessons we will be looking at changes over time, 
so it would be lovely if you could put some photos aside of your child from 
each year of their life. We are looking forward to making our own personal 
time lines, it will be lovely to see how much they have grown and changed. 
In our Art lessons we will be exploring colour, learning about colour mixing 
and linking our artwork to lots of colourful topics such Fireworks and 
autumn. Maths will move onto addition and subtraction within 10, with lots 
of practical activities to help secure their knowledge in this area.  In 
Computing we will continue to explore coding as well as think about 
Internet Safety.  In Science we will be continuing the unit on materials, we 
will be looking at why items are made of certain materials, which material 
is best for the job?  We will also have the KS1 Nativity to look forward to, 
so our drama, music and speaking and listening skills will be utilised.  We 
are looking forward to another busy, fun filled term!  
 
 

We have been working 
hard forming our 

numbers. 

 

Sensational Science!  
We used bubbles to 

find wind direction and 
speed. 

 

In child Initiated we 
love to go on the bikes 

and scooters. 
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What’s been happening in Deer Class 
this term? 

Deer Class have had an extremely busy term, developing their learning and 
skills. A learning highlight for us has been using tools in Design Technology. 
We thoroughly enjoyed using the junior hacksaws and glue guns to create a 
wooden frame, reinforced using triangulation. We were impressed that we 
survived the lesson without any casualties. In our Geography topic, we have 
continued to explore the UK learning all about the hills and mountains. Using 
our topographic maps, we were able to identify that Wales and Scotland 
have a lot of high ground compared to lower ground levels here in England. 
As we have continued our focus on relationships in our PSHE learning, we 
have recently been exploring personal space. We discussed the importance 
of respecting people’s personal space and that each individual is 
comfortable with different things. Our activity ‘touch and space’ allowed us 
to explore what we are personally comfortable with and what we’re not. We 
established that some of us are comfortable with others touching our hair, 
whilst others aren’t - all valid feelings.  
Our learning in French has impressed Mrs Moss, as we can now ask each other 
a couple of questions (and answer them) and we can also count to ten and 
say some colours. C’est fantastique! 
In Science, we have been looking at the topic of light and have been spending 
time exploring shadows – having fun with puppets, making shadows and 
experimenting with how we can change the shape of the shadow. 
We also enjoyed our visit to the Church, where Reverend Mike showed us 
around and even performed a (fake) wedding ceremony! 
Maths has had a focus on place value, and looking at 2 digit numbers (year 
2) and 3 digit numbers (year 3). We will continue next term with looking at 
addition and subtraction across the board! 
 
 
 

As we move into Term two, we have lots of exciting learning planned. Our 
focus in History will become Bethersden and our local history. If you or your 
family have something you would like to share about Bethersden in the past, 
we would love to hear about it. In Science, we will be learning all about 
animals – what food they need, where they get this food from and also about 
their bodies including what their skeletons and muscles do. To link in with 
this, our French learning will also be about ‘les animaux’- we will learn the 
names of animals but we will also be looking at nouns in French and finding 
out how they are a little different. 
We will continue with PE on Wednesdays and Thursdays, and we hope to be 
outside for as long as is possible, so please do send in extra layers for the PE 
lessons such as jogging bottoms and a jumper, if you haven’t already. 
Have a lovely half-term! 

 

Our visit to the church with 

Rev. Mike. 

Exploring shadows in 

Science 

Using tools in Design and 

Technology 
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What’s been happening in Otter Class 
this term? 

It has been a very productive term for Otter Class and what a fantastic start the 
children have made to Year 4. Our English work all term has focused around the 
story of The Lost Thing, by Shaun Tan. We have written diary entries, character 
descriptions and persuasive letters using the text for inspiration. Our DT work 
has linked into this too, with children designing their own “lost thing” to form 
part of an attractive, moving window display. The children have enjoyed 
reading the story, watching the animation and imagining all of the possible 
situations that this strange creature could cause. It has been a rich text to 
explore, and we have been able to look at grammatical devices such as similes, 
metaphors and the present perfect tense to improve the effectiveness of 
children’s writing. 
In Maths, our learning in Term 1 has centred around place value of four-digit 
numbers. This has included rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, plus our 
first foray into the worlds of Roman numerals and negative numbers! The 
children are getting to grips with where they might encounter either of these 
in the real world and are developing their understanding of both. Each week we 
have a specific mental Maths focus; these have included interpreting bar models 
and part-whole models, using efficient methods for addition and subtraction, 
and completing number sequences. Otters have worked hard in these areas and 
it is beginning to show in both their confidence and accuracy. 
Our Science work has been all about sound. The children have learnt about how 
sound travels and how we are able to hear, including the best ways of 
soundproofing a box so that we can’t hear the object inside. In Geography, we 
have explored land use and settlements, ranging from the homes of early 
settlers to land use in modern-day Bethersden. Year 4’s singing in Music has 
astounded staff passing by our classroom, as the children have furthered their 
understanding of pulse and rhythm. They have also produced some beautiful 
leaf drawings in Art by applying their knowledge of tone and shade. In French, 
our focus has been on revising key vocabulary from Year 3, whilst in Computing 
we have experimented with formatting Word documents in different ways. 
There has been a lot for the children to get their heads around this term and 
they’ve all managed to hit the ground running. Well done, Otters! 
 
Next term, our English learning will focus on The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. Our 
Maths work will be on addition and subtraction, whilst our mental Maths topics 
will look at a broader range of techniques to help children across their Maths 
learning. Our Geography work will look at mountains and in Science we will be 
investigating states of matter. Over the half term, please continue to support 
your children with regular reading and rehearsal of important number facts: for 
many children this will be the times tables they are currently working on, but 
it may also include number bonds to 10, 20 and 100, and quick-fire addition and 
subtraction of one and two-digit numbers. As the weather continues to worsen, 
please ensure children come to school with appropriate PE kit for all conditions. 
Thank you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Science, we made 
simple “telephone” 
devices using cups 

and string, to explore 
how sound travels 
through vibration 

 

We went on a walking 
tour of Bethersden to 
identify different ways 
in which the land has 

been used, to 
consolidate our 

learning in Geography 
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What’s been happening in Badger 
Class this term? 

Badger Class started the term in the stifling heat and we’re ending it in the freezing 
cold (well, more accurately, it’s a little bit nippy with the windows and doors open!) 
– and what a great couple of months we’ve had.  The time has flown since Mr Clark 
greeted the class at the beginning of September with his cheery “Sit down and stop 
faffing!” welcome-back speech.  Fortunately, the children had little problem 
settling-in due largely to being in the same classroom with the same teaching staff 
they had in the summer, with nice Miss Mexter on hand ‘just in case’.  The exception 
to this was the addition of Madame Moss, who teaches on a Wednesday when Mr 
Clark disappears and can be seen carrying a clipboard and pen, claiming to be doing 
something ‘really important’.   
 
In English, we have been studying a book without any writing apart from the title - 
‘Quest’.  While this may seem a strange choice, it has actually encouraged the 
children to come up with their own descriptive vocabulary and also use their 
imagination to predict the plot based on evidence from the pictures.  In addition 
to revisiting and re-enforcing the grammar they may have missed during lockdown, 
the children have been practising how to structure their answers to questions using 
supporting evidence (PEE – point, evidence and explanation).  This is an important 
skill that can be used across the curriculum and also the ‘real world’, for example 
when negotiating a pocket-money increase.  In Maths, we have been honing our 
maths language to underpin understanding of the four operations, and I’m sure 
parents have heard their little offspring muttering ‘…the minuend and subtrahend 
are NOT interchangeable..’  We started the term with food preparation in DT, with 
the children looking at hygiene in the kitchen and basic cutting techniques.  They 
produced some great fruit salads and a big thanks must go out to parents who 
supported this activity by providing ingredients.  
 
Science has focused on our solar system and coincided with world space week 
around 7th October (the anniversary of the launch of Sputnik in 1957), where the 
theme was women in space. The class also took part in a BBC online ‘live’ lesson, 
where the children made representations of the planets.  In PE, the children have 
been learning orienteering skills involving map work and basic compass skills.  
Unfortunately, the last lesson has had to be delayed until the start of Term 2, when 
the Badgers will follow a course outside of the school.  
 
 
In Term 2 we will be changing our theme to look at World War 2, which was a 
significant turning point in British history and has a rich local connection with Kent.  
We will be concentrating on the home front and look at the impact the conflict had 
on the local population, such as evacuation, the Blitz and rationing.  The class book 
will be Goodnight Mr Tom by Michael Magorian, which is about a boy evacuated 
from London to the countryside.  In DT, we will be returning to food preparation 
but this time we’ll be asking parents to provide powdered eggs, spam and sawdust 
rather than fruit so the children can prepare an authentic tasty rationing meal to 
take home to share.  In science, we will explore the properties of materials (maybe 
we can try melting saucepans to make a replica Spitfire?), and learning hockey in 
PE – please be aware this is likely to take place whatever the weather, so children 
will need suitable warm outdoor clothing as winter approaches. 
 
 

Learning to play the 
ukulele with Buster.  This 
will continue throughout 
the rest of the academic 

year. 
 

Learning food 
preparation and 

cutting skills in DT. 

Team building in PE as 
part of orienteering 

teamwork. 
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What’s been happening in Fox Class 
this term? 

We have had busy start to the year in Fox Class. This term in English, we have been 
introduced to our class text Moby-Dick. We have learnt about whaling within the 
context of the book and have developed our understanding of the time period. More 
recently, we have been learning about the character of Queequeg. We have 
examined the ways in which he is perceived by other characters, and how this 
contrasts with his personality. We have then written from his point of view, 
considering his thoughts and feelings on being judged by his appearance. We have 
also spent time reviewing SPaG features including modal verbs and semi-colons. 
 
Having started the year looking at Place Value to 10 million, we have since moved 
focus to the four operations – particularly long division. This is something which has 
tested many skills including our times tables knowledge and other mental Maths 
strategies. We have also revised factors, multiples and prime numbers, and are 
becoming more confident at recognising these.  
 
Our Science topic on ‘Evolution and Inheritance’ has led to some great in-depth 
discussion, particularly on how animals have changed over time. During our last few 
lessons, we have learnt about animal adaptations. We have researched the ways in 
which fox species have adapted according to their surroundings, and have seen the 
effectiveness of camouflage in action as we searched the hall for escaped ‘worms’.  
 
In Geography, we have been learning about the human-focussed topic of ‘Trade’. 
This has seen real passion as we debated the pay imbalance of banana production. 
There were many valid arguments as to how the 15p should be split. We have also 
conducted an enquiry into where our food comes from. We have collected data, 
classified it and then drawn conclusion, applying the information to our wider 
knowledge.  
 
In PE, we have drawn together all our Athletics learning by hosting a mini Olympics. 
Here the children were tested in distance running, sprints, long jump and discus 
throw.  
 
Our sea-themed work has extended into the foundation lessons. In DT we have 
researched the features of a whaling ship before designing our own. In Art, we have 
combined the drawing skills we have learnt about across the term to draw a whale. 
We have also continued to enjoy learning about sea shanties in Music, sharing group 
performances.  
 
Next term in Fox Class, we will continue to follow the story of Ishmael as he 
embarks on his whaling journey. Will they catch a “great monster of the deep”? 
We’ll have to wait and see! In Maths, we will continue work on mental 
multiplication and division before moving on to ‘Fractions.’ Please continue to 
practise times tables, as these are intrinsic in many areas of Mathematics. Our 
Science topic for next term is ‘Electricity.’ This will involve us developing our 
understanding of how electricity works and building circuits. What examples of 
electricity in action can you find at home? During Term 2, we will begin our first 
History topic of the year. What can you remember about your previous History 
topics? Where do they fit on a timeline? Our PE lessons will continue to be on 
Thursday, please ensure PE kits return to school on the first week back. 
 

Debating the pay 
imbalance in banana 

production as part of our 
Geography learning. 

 

Exploring the ways in 
which a bird’s foot has 
adapted to suit their 

environment.  

 

Testing pulley systems 
as part of our DT 

learning. 
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We are delighted that we are now meeting together outside (when the weather allows) to celebrate 
the successes of the children and present them with their Excellence Awards. If it is raining a member 
of the Leadership Group goes around the classrooms. As many out of school activities have restarted 
please do remember to send certificates, badges and awards in to school on a Friday so that we 
can celebrate excellence and achievements from outside school. Below are the children who 
received Excellence Awards in the last two weeks. 

Bumblebee Class       Otter Class 

Wally, Autumn                                  Jesse, Rosemary 

Owl Class        Badger Class 

Alex, Callum                                            Albert, Sadie 

Deer Class        Fox Class 

Frankie, Phoebe                         Tillie, William 

Excellence Awards 

Birthdays 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the 
following members of our school: 
 
William 
Harry 
Arlo 
Alfie 
Piers 
Zara 
Oskar 
Evie 
Harley 
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Harvest Giving Donations 

Thank you very much for all of your food 
donations. It really was an amazing amount 
that we received. Everything will be going to 
Ashford Vineyard who are a charitable 
organisation. They are a church community 
who do social activities and compassion 
projects including food parcels. 

 

Dogs Trust Visit 

Last week, someone from Dogs Trust came in to school to 
teach us how to be Dog Smart!  The goal of Dogs Trust is 
to make sure that every dog has a home.  They look after 
dogs that have nobody else to look after them. They came 
to teach us how dogs and humans can be happy 
together.  Some examples of what they taught us is always 
ask the owner if you can pet their dog because they might 
not want you to pet it or the dog could be 
dangerous.  They also taught us that when you are out on 
the streets, never go near a dog because the dog could 
hurt you.   One thing you shouldn't do with dogs is to tease 
them with treats or toys. Never hug a dog because the dog 
cannot tell you if they've had enough.  It's better to let 
them snuggle up to you.  I really enjoyed their visit and 
learnt a lot. Dogs Trust taught us how to be safe and take 
care of our furry friends.  
 
William, Fox Class 
 

Term 2 reminder 
Just a reminder that Term 2 begins on Monday 1st November. Please try to drop your child off as close to 8.30 
as possible. Class Teams use this time to help children with knowledge or skills they need to practise. Children 
who arrive later miss this opportunity and can then find keeping up with their friends harder in lessons.  

 

From 1st November we will also be welcoming our new Bumblebee children in through the main gates.  
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Pantomime 

Thanks to a very generous contribution from FOBS, we have booked 
to go to the pantomime at the Marlowe Theatre to see Jack and the 
Beanstalk on December 16th. For those children who were at the school 
in 2017 I am sure they will remember the fantastic time we had when 
we all went to see Peter Pan. 

The cost for each child will be only £12.50 which is cheaper than the 
price of the cheapest standard admission. The £12.50 also includes the 
travel to and from the Marlowe and we hope to also be able to provide 
a snack for the children. This is a fantastic opportunity for the whole 
school to enjoy a live performance at the theatre and provides many 
educational benefits. It is also a great way to get in the Christmas spirit. 
 
This is an incredible opportunity which we hope you will be able to 
support. If you would like to discuss the trip, or contribution, please 
make an appointment to speak to Mr Gawthorpe. 
 

Halloween Film Night – Thursday 4th November 

FOBS will be running a Halloween film night on Thursday 4th 
November. This will be straight after school and will finish at 4.45pm. 
 
This will cost £5 per child and includes popcorn, hotdog and drink  
 
Please bring money in an envelope with your child’s name clearly 
marked. This should be placed in the bowl at drop off or collection. 
 
Key Stage 1 have chosen the film Hotel Transylvania while Key Stage 2 

will be watching The Addams Family. 
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Diary Dates 
FOBS - Friends of Bethersden School 

Thank you to all who attended the FOBS AGM.  It was lovely to be able to get together again in person 
and see old faces and new.  We would like to send our thanks and best wishes to Erin and Jenn who 
have stepped down as trustees this year.  They have been invaluable members of the committee and 
their hard work is greatly appreciated.  
  
We have 4 new trustees, Dannie, Alex, Jodie and Tracy who will be stepping into the breach this year 
and are all eager and ready to get stuck in.  Please see our page on the school website for minutes 
and more information.      
  
We are running a slimmed down calendar of events and fundraising this year due to covid, but we 
are hoping to still raise a good amount of money.   
 
Our first event will be a Halloween Film night for the children on Thursday 4th November straight 
after school.  We will be sending out a form via parent mail shortly asking for your child's preferred 
film and food choices so please keep an eye on ParentMail. 
 
 
Dates 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

November 

Monday 1st  First day of Term 2 – children return to school 

Thursday 4th Halloween Film night, £5, straight after school until 4.45pm 

Thursday 9th Nativity 2pm Bumblebee class 

Monday 13th  Nativity – 2pm Year 1,2 & 3 

Tuesday 14th Nativity – 5pm Year 1,2 & 3 

Wednesday 15th Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day 

Thursday 16th Pantomime trip to the Marlowe – whole school 

Friday 17th  Last day of term 

January  

Tuesday 4th Jan First day of Term 3 - Children return to school 

February 

Friday 11th Last day of term 

Monday 21st First day of Term 3 – Children return to school 
 
 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

