
Friends of Bethersden School 
 

Parent Teacher Association, Registered Charity No. 1039219 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (Virtual meeting) 
 

9th November 2020 1.30pm 
 

Present: Simon Whitehouse (acting Chair), Gemma Foley, Tim Harris, Erin Hogben, 
Morgan Jones, Jenn Read, Clare Smith, Stuart Gawthorpe, Lucy Henshaw, Helen Rowson 
taking minutes 
1 Approval of minutes from October 2019 AGM 

Minutes previously circulated via email.  All present confirmed they were happy to 
accept the minutes. 
 

2 Report for year ended 31 August 2020 
 
i Financial update – approval of accounts 
The financial information was presented to the meeting and accepted. 
Points of note  
Year 6 Safety in Action was not able to go ahead 
Pig and Sty leavers event did not go ahead – may happen at a later date 
Class money – Otter class used theirs to pay for coaches for their school trip, other 
classes have not yet spent theirs.  G Foley asked for updates on how the money is 
spent, this will help promote FOBS to parents. S Gawthorpe informed the meeting 
that Otter class trip letter stated that FOBS were paying towards the coaches and it 
was also mentioned as a ‘thank you’ in the Bulletin. 
Everyone was reminded to order through the ‘Amazon Smile’ website as this triggers 
a donation by Amazon to the school with no cost to the customer.  FOBS will 
promote this to parents, including details on how to generate the rewards using the 
app (newly available). 
 
ii Election of Officers and Trustees of the Committee 
The Trustees present were confirmed as re-elected. C Hemmings has resigned from 
the Chair position. H Baker and C Skidmore have also resigned. 
New Trustee E Hogben was nominated by S Whitehouse and seconded by J Read. 
G Foley and M Jones are happy to take on the role of joint Chair, this action was 
nominated by S Whitehouse and seconded by T Harris. 
Helen (school office) was volunteered to help by preparing minutes (an acting 
secretary) 
 
FOBS will be promoted to reception parents (22 new families) so that they are 
aware of the support FOBS gives to the school and the benefits of getting involved.  
 

  



3 Agree events calendar for the year 
Due to the current situation with Covid 19 it was agreed that it would not be 
appropriate to plan any big events at present, although it was hoped that the 
Summer Spectacular could go ahead with a date set for Saturday 26th June.  J Read 
kindly agreed to start the process of organising this event, with the support of the 
rest of the FOBS trustees – any other parents interested in helping should contact 
Jenn. 
 
The idea of a Quiz night being held at a local pub was raised.  This will be discussed 
in more detail at a later date but may be a possibility for Spring/Summer 2021. 
 
Ideas were put forward for the Christmas raffle.  C Smith will look in to how an on-
line raffle works and the costs involved. 
It was agreed that it may be difficult to approach businesses for prizes this year.  
The idea of a sledge of sweets/chocolate was put forward by S Gawthorpe and it 
was agreed that children would have a non-uniform day on Tuesday 1st September 
in return for bringing in sweets/chocolate for the sledge/hampers. Money and raffle 
ticket stubs would have to be dropped in to a box on the playground before coming 
to the school office. 
 
G Foley asked whether it would be possible for children to make Christmas 
decorations which could be sold to parents.  Funds could be available from FOBS to 
over the cost of materials. S Gawthorpe will liaise with Mrs Grace, Art co-ordinator. 
 
It is hoped the Mother’s Day Market should still be able to go ahead in March and 
will be organised by school and the Governors. 
 

  



4 Potential funding requirements 
S Gawthorpe suggested potential funding requirements:- 

 To replace the AV system in the hall including new microphones (S 
Gawthorpe will obtain quotes for AV equipment)  

 Whole school end of year trip (cost of coaches is variable) 
 Forest School equipment (Developer’s, Clarus, will donate money towards 

setting up Forest School, but will need additional equipment when site made 
available by end Sept 2021) 

G Foley asked Stuart to put forward a proposal which can be discussed by FOBS. 
 
Other expected expenses agreed:- 

 Leavers event 
 £300 for book tokens (replacement for Buster Book club – book tokens have 

proved a good incentive) 
 Teachers wish list (£400 for remaining classes – last year’s unspent money 

rolled forward for most classes) 
 

Those present happy for S Gawthorpe and teachers to decide how the Teacher’s 
wish list money is spent, with a feature in the Bulletin detailing how the money has 
been used.  
 
There will be no Panto this year although the school hopes to arrange something for 
the children. 
 
The Sensory room was raised as this had been a funding proposal last year.  S 
Gawthorpe explained, due to a change in room use, there is no longer space 
available.  Focus has now changed to the outside Forest School which every child 
will benefit from, it is hoped FOBS will help to purchase equipment. 
  

5 Any other business 
G Foley will draft a letter with M Jones as an introduction to FOBS for new parents, 
including details as to how to generate funds using Amazon Smile.  The letter will 
also detail how FOBS money has been spent. 
 
No further matters raised, meeting closed at 2.15pm  
 

 


