
After last year who could have imagined the events of the last two terms. As 
we broke up for the Christmas break, looking forward to a flying start to 2021 
we never expected to start the year at home again for many children. As 
always though, we all rose to the challenge of remote learning for many and 
the change in school for many more. The children were absolutely fantastic 
at engaging with the learning set and I would like to say once again just how 
proud I feel of them all. I would also like to once again thank you for your 
support. I have spent time this week looking through the Remote Learning 
Journals and there are so many examples of excellent learning in them that 
shows how families embraced the guidance from school. 

On March 8th it was an absolute pleasure to welcome back all children to 
school and what a term we have had since then. With boxing, birthday 
parties, Red Nose Day, Easter Egg Hunts life at Bethersden Primary School 
continues to provide the children with a range of rich opportunities. I would 
like to thank all the staff who have worked tirelessly to support the children 
in returning to school and helping to ensure a sense of normality in such 
strange times. 

As we look ahead to the end of the year we will be looking for even more 
opportunities to enrich the children’s time at school. Next term we will 
welcome Tiger Troops back to Bethersden as they work with Badger Class 
along with Buster Gibbons who will pick up on the ukulele lessons that started 
earlier in the year. We also look forward to Bike Ability returning. 

As many of you know, Mrs Solomon’s contract with the school has come to an 
end and I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for everything she 
has done in her time with us. We are looking forward to welcoming back Miss 
Hughes following her maternity leave after the Easter Break. Miss Hughes will 
be the teacher in Fox Class on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and I am 
sure you will be pleased to see her back in school. I know she has many 
exciting plans for the class as they prepare for secondary school. 

Finally, I would encourage you to get out in the fresh air over the Easter break 
and take part in the Easter Egg-spedition (more details on page 9) Fox Class 
have set up (with lots of help from Mrs Taylor). There are 16 pictures and 
clues to find. If the success of the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ is anything to 
go by I know you will have a lots of fun! 

Happy Easter, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

94.33% 

 

This week’s attendance 

95.86% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

95.95% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 

 

We had 37 children 

who achieved 100% 

attendance in Terms 1 

and 2 this year who all 

received a certificate 

this week. Well done to 

all of them. 
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What’s been happening in Bumblebee 
Class this term? 

We have had an incredible term in Bumblebee class. The children have loved being 
able to see all their friends again and most importantly play together. The children 
have all played with each other beautifully and shown incredible resilience to all the 
changes. It has been a delight to watch the children show kindness towards each 
other and build stronger friendships.   
We have loved exploring our Imagination topic and have had so much fun. We have 
been brave knights and practised our sword fighting skills and made some wonderful 
armour to protect us. Or we have been pretended to be a princess and worn beautiful 
sparkling dresses and practised our dancing. Next, we looked at fierce dragons and 
made our very own dragon with incredible wings or ones that could breathe fire. Then 
we moved onto looking at magic and what magical powers we would like and made a 
wand to cast spells such as turning into power rangers or turning eggs into gold. Next 
we created our very own magical bottles to catch our favourite magic that flows all 
around us. We then thought about what magic we would want in our bottles and we 
found sparkling gems, made unicorn hooves and created love hearts.  To end the 
topic we explored what we could turn a simple dot into. We have made all sorts of 
incredible dot creations including flowers, cats, dragons and many more. We then 
worked as a dream team to make salt dough to make models of our dot creations, 
before we carefully painted them. 
In our Maths this term, we have been super busy learning our number bonds to 10. 
We have also explored prepositional language to discuss the teddy bear’s exciting 
adventure (e.g. in the box/under the table). We have also helped Zog the dragon 
save the princes trapped in a cave by creating him a map. Lastly, we have started 
discovering patterns and creating our own simple repeating patterns.  
We have also been on fire in our Reading Writing Excellence lessons. We have 
continued to learn new sounds and continue to practise our sounds to help us with 
our incredible reading. Mrs Osborn and Ms Finn have been blown away with how 
fantastically we are all doing with our reading and they are so proud of all the 
children who have been reading at home to reach the top of the bean stalk. In class, 
we have been focusing on our letter formation and writing beautiful sentences. We 
have been working hard this term to write sentences independently.  
 
Next term we are so excited to start our topic on ‘Under the Sea’, where we will be 
looking at rock pools and creatures that live on the sand and the water. Then, we 
will be looking at some of the wonderful creatures in the sea and the different 
habitats in the ocean. We will finish the topic off by looking at water pollution and 
what we can do to help keep our waters clean. 
In our Reading Writing Excellence lessons, we will continue learning and recapping 
our sounds, focusing on words with our special friend sounds and reading sentences. 
We will also be learning and exploring how to write sentences independently to build 
up to write our very own story. We will also be exploring non-fiction texts and 
creating our very own fact file.  
In Maths, we are going to continue to look at patterns and create our own more 
complex patterns. We will move on to looking at counting forwards and backwards. 
Then we will be counting and exploring numbers to 20.  
 
We will still continue to do P.E on Thursdays, where we will be looking at obstacle 
courses and dance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating our salt dough 
models inspired by the 

story ‘The Dot’. 

 

Team work makes the 
dream work to spin in the 

tyre. 
 

It’s Party Time! We are 
busy blowing out our 

birthday cake. 
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What’s been happening in Owl Class 
this term? 
 
What a few weeks we have had in Owl Class! It has been so good to have everyone 
back, seeing our Owls running into school with huge grins, keen to share their news 
has been simply lovely. Even though it has only been four weeks since we have been 
back, we have managed to fit so much in.  
 
A couple, of many highlights, have included our Birthday party and the boxing 
session we were lucky to participate in. Our Birthday party included party food and 
a birthday cake. We played some games as a party can’t be a party without 
traditional (and some not so traditional) party games!  
 
Last Wednesday, we were lucky enough to take part in a boxing session with 
Olympia Boxing. Owls were brilliant; listening well and throwing themselves fully 
into the activities. We had a focus on fitness and even got to practise our punches 
on some pads. There were some strong punches being thrown! 
 
Within the curriculum, Owls have been really pushing themselves and 
demonstrating good learning across all subjects. In Maths, year 2 have been focusing 
on shape, patterns and symmetry; we have been looking at 2d and 3d shapes, 
investigating the names of lots of different shapes and we had lots of fun making 
symmetrical patterns with 3d shapes! Year 1 have been looking at measurement 
and placing items from biggest to smallest and the reverse. They have also enjoyed 
weighing objects using the scales. This week has seen a focus on capacity and some 
practical learning with water. 
 
In English, year 2 enjoyed completing their learning on ‘The Enchanted Wood’, 
culminating with thinking about their favourite lands, we have recently started a 
new text based in the Amazon rainforest. This has captured their imagination and 
the writing that has been produced so far reflects this. 
In year 1, there has been a focus on word groups – noun, adjective verb and adverb 
as well as letter formation and producing a piece of writing about kittens. 
 
In Owl Class next term, there will be some slight changes to the teachers in class 
each day. Mrs Moss will now teach Owls on Monday, Tuesday and Friday and Mrs 
Green will teach on Wednesday and Thursday.  Next term many of the topics we 
have started this term will be developed further as we look at the Battle of Hastings 
in more depth and continue our learning on animals before we move on to  the 
topics of plants in Science. In Maths year 2 will be looking at fractions, so any 
opportunity to talk about halves and quarters and whether the parts of something 
are equal would support their learning. Year 1 will be having a focus on 
multiplication and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s so any practise of these would be very 
worthwhile. RE will see us looking at the Jewish religion. 
 
PE will continue to be on a Monday but we encourage you to send your child’s PE 
kit into school and for them to be kept in their locker so we can grab any 
opportunity to be physical! 
 
Reading will continue to be of great importance and the routines for changing books 
will not change. Thank you for commenting on your child’s reading in their contact 
book, it is very much appreciated. 
 
 
 

Our Big Bubbles Birthday 
Bash  

 

Owl class were very happy 
to be back at school 

together 
 

 

Our boxing taster session 
was so much fun 
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What’s been happening in Deer Class 
this term? 
Deer Class have worked really hard this term to get back in the swing of daily school 
life, having started Term 4 still learning from home. In English, we have recapped the 
skills needed for persuasive writing and have linked this to our learning on Ancient 
Greece: we wrote paragraphs explaining whether it was better to live in Athens or 
Sparta and we then created travel brochure-style adverts for these two city states. In 
our other written work, as well as our Reading sessions, we have explored the stories 
of Theseus & The Minotaur and Daedalus & Icarus. We wrote our own Greek myths using 
Theseus & The Minotaur as a template. 
The children have really enjoyed our History work on Ancient Greece. We have learnt 
about some of the different city states and how daily life would have been for men, 
women and children across different parts of the civilization. We have investigated 
“polytheism” – the Greeks’ belief in more than one god – and have explored the roles 
and responsibilities of many of the different gods and goddesses. In one of our recent 
lessons, we learnt about the ancient Olympic Games, including who was allowed to 
compete, the sports and activities involved and the fact that athletes often competed 
in the nude! It has been a rich topic in which to delve and it has been great to have the 
opportunity to share it together. 
In Science, we have been exploring the topic of Animals, including humans. We began 
by learning about nutrition and healthy, balanced meals, then progressed to studying 
the skeletons of different animals, including the three different types of skeleton and 
how they are useful. We have made paper models of the human skeleton and have 
begun to use the correct scientific names for different bones. In Art with Miss Simpson, 
the children have explored perspective drawing, using observation and following 
demonstrations closely to produce their own artwork. 
 
Our Maths work this term has focussed on Fractions. We have practised reading and 
writing fractions, finding fractions of amounts and representing different fractions 
visually. We have counted in fraction intervals and have completed addition and 
subtraction calculations involving fractions with the same denominator. 
 
In Deer Class next term, our Science topic will be Plants. Perhaps you could have a go 
at growing something simple for yourself over the Easter holidays? Begin thinking about 
what plants need in order to grow successfully – we discussed this a little bit when 
learning about nutrition this term. Our Maths will continue to focus on Fractions. Could 
you practise using fractions at home? Maybe you could share out a packet of sweets 
into thirds, quarters, fifths etc? Or follow a recipe that uses fractions to bake a cake, 
then cut the cake into different fractions? Our Geography work will involve the study 
of a country very different to the United Kingdom and our English work will link to this 
by looking at traditional folk tales from different cultures. 
 
Reminders 
Please ensure that you have a complete PE kit in school every day. This should only 
need to be taken home at the end of term. Water bottles should only contain water, 
your break time snack should be a healthy option, and you should not be bringing in 
any toys, games or stationery from home. 
 
Well done, Deer Class, for returning to school so successfully. I am really looking 
forward to the rest of the year with you. Have a fantastic Easter break full of fun, 
laughter and hopefully sunshine! 

 

In Science, our classroom 
started to look more like 

Halloween than Spring, but 
we learnt a lot about our 

skeleton. 
 

We loved our training 
session with Olympia 

Boxing. It was so good to do 
something a bit different 

and have a visitor! 
 

We’ve had a term full of 
lovely special treats. We 
really enjoyed our whole 
school birthday party and 
dressing up in crazy ways 

for Comic Relief. 
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What’s been happening in Otter Class 
this term? 
We’ve made it to the end of Term 4 – and what a journey we have been on!  We 
started the term learning from home in our pyjamas (well, some of us anyway), and 
have ended it back in the classroom as if we had never been away.  The children 
worked well remotely but learning using technology is not the same as getting 
‘hands on’ in the classroom, particularly in practical subjects such as science and 
design and technology.  Many of us (teachers included) also seem to have lost the 
ability to write with pens and set out our work properly, so the first couple of weeks 
back we have spent reminding ourselves of presentation skills. 
 
We were sad to learn that Mrs Solomon was unable to return and the children found 
themselves faced by jolly Mr Clark, who had moved temporarily from Year 6 to 
bombard them with fractions and friendly, supportive phrases such as “What do you 
mean you don’t understand what a subordinate clause is?” ‘Temporary’ soon turned 
into ‘permanent’ but children are resilient, and they soon got over it.  We all wish 
Mrs Solomon the very best in the future and will miss her dearly. 
 
We continued with the theme of Romans and researched the life and demise of 
Queen Boudicca, who also provided a great role model for International Women’s 
Day (if someone who led a massacre of over 70,000 people can be described as a 
role model). In English and History, the children explored the benefits of the Roman 
occupation (roads, sanitation and sponges as a forerunner to toilet paper), and 
contrasted this with the reasons why Boudicca and the Iceni tribe rebelled.  The 
children role-played Boudicca’s meeting with the Roman herald and discussed the 
dilemma faced by Boudicca and her daughters. 
 
Away from studying Romans, we have looked at plans to send people to Mars and 
the NASA Perseverance Rover  In Science we have been using microscopes, studied 
the effects of mould on bacteria and the discovery of penicillin, and created 
water/air bottle rockets to prove Newton’s third law of motion. PE has taken place 
twice a week where the children have been learning dance (Mr Clark’s ‘Uptown 
Funk’ wasn’t a patch on Miss Mexter’s), tag Rugby, and yoga.  One of the highlights 
of the term was the boxing (non-contact) taster session, where the children 
performed impressively and behaved impeccably. 
 
Next term we hope to see a return to near-normality in Otter Class, with the re-
introduction of assemblies, some after-school clubs and a standard program of 
learning. The wellbeing of the children and staff is paramount and we will continue 
to monitor and react to the needs of everyone, but the children have responded 
very well to a return to a full curriculum.  In addition to developing English, Maths 
and Science skills, our topic will change to the environment (including mountains 
and local geography), all living things and their habitats, and social responsibility.  
We are hoping that the improving weather will allow more outdoor learning and 
local field trips to better explore these subjects.  We will continue with computer 
science and make more use of technology across the curriculum.  Although 
mandatory national times-tables tests have been dropped this year for Year 4, we 
have decided to work towards these on an informal basis as we recognise the 
importance of fluency in times-tables to support fluency in Maths Mastery.  But, 
above all, we intend having fun and enjoying our time in school. 
 

Otters getting stuck-into 
Tag Rugby, and learning 
the hard way about the 
no-passing forward rule. 

 

Role-playing Queen 
Boudicca and her daughters 
meeting the Roman herald. 

 

Firing ‘bottle rockets’ to 
prove Newton’s third law of 

motion in science. 
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What’s been happening in Badger 
Class this term? 
What a busy few weeks we have had in Badger Class. It is amazing to think we started this 
term learning at home, as it already feels like we’ve never been away! The class have 
continued to impress with their maturity and eagerness to learn, making good progress this 
term. 
 
In English, we have finished reading our class text, The War of the Worlds. We have written 
a setting description describing the strange red weed which covered Earth during the 
Martian invasion. We have also written diary entries from the protagonist’s point of view. 
Finally, we have written play scripts retelling the story, in order to act out our own version.  
 
Having completed work on Multiplication and Division, our Maths lessons are now focusing 
on Fractions. Having revised what a fraction is, we have since worked on finding equivalent 
fractions and converting improper fractions and mixed numbers. The class have even been 
creating their own problem solving questions – some of which have tested all of our Maths 
brains! 
 
In Science, we have been learning about the stages of human development. Having 
investigated each of these stages as part of a timeline.  We then delved deeper, creating 
line graphs showing the changing height of a baby in its first year of life. We also conducted 
an enquiry into heights within Badger Class. We found our class average height to be over 
3cm taller than the national average! 
 
We have continued to become historians, learning how to conduct historical enquiries. The 
children have learnt to make historical predictions and use evidence to support their ideas.  
Having initially deduced that the collection of items belonged to Harry Potter, we then 
moved onto an Anglo-Saxon focused enquiry to conclude our work on the topic. 
 
We have made the most of some sunny Thursday mornings, enjoying PE on the playground. 
Working with Fox Class, we have been able to play some very competitive games of bench 
ball and develop valuable team building skills.  
 
In these last few weeks, we have also enjoyed a range of wider learning opportunities. We 
welcomed Olympia Boxing to the school and participated in a boxing session, learning about 
the health benefits and discipline of the sport. We also celebrated our bubble birthday party 
and participated in Red Nose Day activities.   
 
Next term in Badger Class, we will be continuing to work on fractions, decimals and 
percentages in Maths. Don’t forget, a secure times tables knowledge will be of huge benefit 
– so keep practising! I have set a Boys vs Girls TTRockstars battle, which will run throughout 
the Easter holiday. 
 
In Science, we will be learning about Forces, such as gravity, friction and air resistance. 
Take a look around you, can you see any of these forces in action? 
 
Our Humanities work will have a Geography focus next term, as we learn about rivers. We 
will be investigating their formation, their geographical locations around the world as well 
as the impact they have on surrounding areas. Choose an iconic river, for example the 
Amazon or Nile – what can you find out about it?   
 
In PE, we will be playing tag rugby. These lessons will take place on the field, so please 
ensure you have appropriate kit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun and games (and cake) 
at our bubble’s birthday 

party. 

 

Learning about the health 
benefits of boxing and the 

importance of doing it 

safely. 

Our bin bag fashion show, 
as part of dressing silly for 

Red Nose Day. 
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What’s been happening in Fox Class 
this term? 

 
Fox Class readjusted to being back at school relatively quickly. We have spent the 
term reconnecting with friends and even made friends with two new classmates. 
We made every topic as fun as possible, for them to enjoy, during this short term 
in school. 
It is lovely to Fox class back in school, I am incredibly proud of how well they have 
again, readjusted to being back. 
 
In English, we have been focusing on regaining those important skills, such as 
punctuation, spelling, grammar and handwriting. To celebrate World Recycling day 
on 18th March, we put our hard work to the test and wrote a comprehensive letter 
of complaint to a company of our choice, encouraging them to recycle and 
explaining various ways in which they could achieve this. We ended the term with 
some fantastic creative writing surrounding Easter and explaining what their choice 
of Easter animal would be and why, instead of the Easter bunny. 
 
In Maths, we have been paying extra attention to those times tables to guarantee 
we all show excellent understanding, to enable us to use them in other areas. We 
have also been learning about area, perimeter and volume. 
The class have shown a great understanding in these areas and took no time at all 
in absorbing new methods of learning.  
 
In Science, we have been revisiting habitats and exploring them on our school 
grounds. We have been pond dipping and exploring water creatures. On the field 
we even found a slow worm! We have been looking more in depth at animals and 
our surroundings. This has been contributing to our learning of Environmental 
studies. We have been monitoring our school site and looking at our contribution to 
the planet both personally and within school.  
 
During P.E – we have been in competition this term with Badgers, playing bench 
ball. Foxes have very impressively held their own against a class twice our size. 
We had great fun boxing with Olympia boxing and several of us even found we had 
a hidden talent for it. 
 

URGENT, EXCITING NEWS!  
 

Miss Hughes is returning to Bethersden!  
 
After a very strange but exciting year for me, becoming a mummy, I 
am looking forward to returning ready for Term 5. Ready for new 
ventures as I’ll officially be the top of the school... in Fox Class! I’m 
very excited to be joining the Fox Class team, ready to have some fun 
as we embark on your final two terms together at Bethersden. Let’s 
make them best yet!  
 
Miss Hughes 
 
 
 

Alex thoroughly enjoying 

Olympia Boxing 

Our award winners 

Celebrating our birthdays 
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Our popular Excellence Assemblies continue to be shown on our YouTube channel every Friday from 
2.15pm so that you can still be part of our celebration. Children will all watch the assembly in class 
and will be presented with their certificate by the class team to bring home. Please do tune in each 
week and share in their successes. Below are the children who received Excellence Awards over the 
last two weeks. 

Bumblebee Class       Otter Class 

Jaxon, Owen, Elijah and Levi                                        Archie, Delta 

Owl Class        Badger Class 

Phoebe-Jane, Annabelle,                        Kitty, Violina 

Deer Class        Fox Class 

Tyler, Owen                                   Lilly, Kobi, 

Excellence Awards 

Books and Biscuits Blankets 
After such a fabulous reconnection for our children this term we are acutely aware that we have been 
unable to reconnect with you, our families. Our popular Books and Biscuits events have had to be put 
on hold for the last twelve months and we know you are keen to see your child’s books. We have been 
thinking carefully for some time now about how we can share the children’s books with you and we 
have come up with the idea of ‘Books and Blankets’, a socially distanced, outdoor celebration of your 
child’s learning and a chance for you to interact with your child’s class team. Next term we will be 
inviting each class’ parents in, with appropriate safety measures in place, to join their child on the 
field over three weeks. Further details will be sent out early in Term 5 but advance notice of the class 
dates is below. Please note, if weather is poor we have back up dates in mind. We have tried hard to 
minimise inconvenience by holding these events at the beginning and end of the day. 

Owl class Friday 7th May 9.00am 
 
Bumblebee class Friday 7th May 2.20pm 
 
Deer class Friday 14th May 9.00am 
 
Fox class Friday 14th May 2.30pm 
 
Badger class Friday 21st May 9.00am 
 

Otter class Friday 21st May 2.30pm 

 

Diary Dates 
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Easter Egg-spedition 
Following the success of the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ 
trail around the village, Fox Class and Mrs Taylor have 
been busy setting up an Easter Egg-spedition for you all 
to enjoy over the Easter break. Springing up around 
the village are 16 Easter Eggs (the first one is on the 
gate at the front of school. If you are in Bumblebee or 
Owl Class can you work out which animal is disguised 
as an Easter Egg? For those of you in Deer, Otter, 
Badger or Fox Class, can you collect the pairs of jigsaw 
clues to make 8 Easter themed words? Don’t forget to 
share this activity with your family. Answer sheets have 
been sent home with children today and they have 
been attached to the bulletin email in case you want 
to pass this on to friends or neighbours. Good luck and 
enjoy! 

Boxing at Bethersden 
What a fantastic day we had when we welcomed Olympia Boxing to school last week. Each class enjoyed a 
session with Tommy and Nathan who taught us all about the importance of good discipline and some of the 
basic skills of the sport. As a result we are running not one, but two after school boxing clubs with Nathan in 

Term 5 which are both almost fully booked. Here are some photos from our day. 

Term 5 reminder 

Just a reminder that Term 5 begins on Monday 19th Aprril. We will be continuing with the staggered drop off 
and collection times as outlined below. Please remember to be lined up at the time for your class so that we 
can get all the children in quickly and safely, there is no drop off ‘window’. Can I please ask that, unless you 
are medically exempt, for the reassurance of other families that face coverings are worn at drop off and 
collection. Could you also please stand at the coloured cones indicated below to ensure better social distancing 
and to help us to send children out safely and quickly. 

Drop Off       Collection 

Owl and Bumblebee Class 8.20     Owl and Bumblebee Class 3.00 
Fox and Otter Class 8.30     Fox and Otter Class 3.10 
Badger and Deer Class 8.40     Badger and Deer Class 3.20 
 

Thank you for your support with these arrangements. 
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Dates for your diary - Please also check the website for new additions: 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

 

April 

Thursday 1st April Last day of school 

Easter Holidays Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 

Monday 19th  Children return to school 

May 

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday 

Friday 28th  Inset day 

Half term holiday Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 

June 

Monday 7th Children return to school 

July 

19th, 20th & 21st  Inset days 

Thursday 22nd July Last day of term 

 

Diary Dates 

2021-2022 Term Dates 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

