
  

As we approach not just the end of a very busy term in school but also a 
very unusual year all round I cannot tell you the pride I have in our school, 
the children, families and staff. Our school community has done so well 
this year in supporting each other and making sure our children are 
continuing to learn and thrive even in the difficult situation we have found 
ourselves in. Today we have enjoyed our Christmas Dinner together as 
‘Class Families’ with a festive buzz in the hall, just one of the ways we 
have managed to celebrate Christmas together. We had a lovely Key Stage 
1 Christmas play ‘Christmas Won’t Be Ruined!’ last week which is available 
on YouTube if you have not yet seen it. The classes have all decorated 
hoops, enjoyed a party and this afternoon the children had a special 
‘assembly’ called ‘Christmas Might Be Ruined!’ which will be available this 
evening for you all to enjoy from 6.00pm. 

2021 is the year where we will hopefully start to see a return to the full 
community we have always enjoyed and I look forward to the day we can 
invite you all back in for the special events we have come to know and 
love. Plans are already underway for our Summer Spectacular (Saturday 
26th June). One thing we know you will have missed is our regular ‘Books 
and Biscuits’ event so, early next term we will be sharing examples of 
children’s learning in a virtual ‘Books and Biscuits’ event with further 
details to follow. 

Thank you for all the support you have given to the school this year, it 
really has been appreciated. All that remains is for me to wish you a very 
Happy Christmas and New Year on behalf of all the staff and governors at 
Bethersden Primary School and we look forward to seeing you all back on 
Monday 4th January 2021. 

With warmest Christmas wishes, 

 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Christmas message 
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What’s been happening in Bumblebee Class 

In Bumblebee class, we have had a wonderful term. We have already come so far 
and we are able to do so much already. We have been extremely busy developing 
our role play skills and inventing new games. It has been delightful to watch the class 
grow closer, friendships develop and watch how the class plays together.  A couple 
of highlights this term have been boarding our Polar Express, exploring what animals 
live in the snow and creating our Christmas decorations for our wonderful Christmas 
show, we also had a great time practicing our Christmas songs. We are so proud of 
how well Bumblebee class did in the Christmas show and I am sure you are all just 
as proud of how beautifully they sang.    
In our Read Write Excellence lessons we have become experts at knowing our speedy 
sounds and we have already learnt some tricky red words to help us with our reading. 
We have become fantastic readers and we can even read short sentences. We have 
worked so hard with our pencil control and we can now write our letters clearly and 
also write a few words and are beginning to write sentences. Some of us have written 
postcards, wish lists and a letter to Santa.   
Our maths work has really taken off and we can now recognise, write, count and 
compare numbers up to 5. We have loved playing and exploring with Numicon to 
discover what makes 5 and to create different patterns and designs. We have also 
been looking at daily routines and what time of the day we do different activities. 
We all created a fantastic timetable of our early morning routine and we are starting 
to be able to detect what time of the day it is.  
In wider learning, we have finished our topic on ‘Marvellous Me’ and we have created 
some beautiful self-portraits. We have also discussed what makes us special and what 
we are good at. We created the Polar Express, carefully sticking some boxes together 
and painted them black and red to look just like the train in the movie. We all bought 
some train tickets and boarded the train to travel to the North Pole to discover the 
different artic animals. We even created an igloo to rest in before we headed 
towards Santa’s workshop. We created some wonderful toys and presents to help the 
elves get ready for Christmas and we even designed our own wrapping paper to get 
all the presents ready for Santa.  
  
Next term, we are so excited to start our topic on ‘Hero in Me’, where we will be 
looking at who are superheroes, people who help us and what kind of hero we want 
to be. We will be looking at fictional superheroes, vets, doctors, police and 
firefighters. We will then end the topic by looking at what hero we might want to 
become.  
 
In our Read Writing Excellence lessons, we will continue practising and recapping our 
sounds, focusing on blending CVC words and words with our special friend sounds. 
We will also be learning and exploring how to read and write different words. On 
Friday’s we will be starting ‘inspire to write’ sessions where we will be exploring 
writing in different ways.  
 
In maths, we are going to be looking at numbers in detail to 10, comparing different 
groups and addition to 0.  
 
We will still continue to do P.E on Thursdays, where we will be looking at obstacle 
courses and dance. 
 
 
 
 

All aboard the Polar  

Express.   

All ready to film our  

Christmas Show.   

Exploring different colours  
and what happens when  

we mix them.  
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What a fantastic term Owl Class have had - from experiments in Science to 
keeping active with our Just Dance sessions, from developing our knowledge 
of mechanisms in DT to planning sequences in Gymnastics – the list is endless! 
A highlight of our term was our amazing Christmas Production which we hope 
you have all now enjoyed. Owls did so well to learn their lines and present 
their performance of ‘Christmas won’t be ruined’. We are so proud of them 
as we are sure you are too. 
Year 2 began the year polishing up their phonics knowledge in Reading 
Writing Excellence and have recently delved into the wonders of some 
beautiful texts – ‘You are special’ and more recently, ‘The Jolly Christmas 
Postman’. Year 1 are making great strides, with some of the children moving 
onto yellow books, a fantastic achievement. 
Years 1 and 2 have their Maths lessons separately. Year 1 have been getting 
their teeth into 2D and 3D shapes and more recently comparing numbers. 
Whilst Year 2 have been looking at the topic of money. 
In Art, Owls have spent some time studying the colour wheel, looking at 
primary and secondary colours and then they moved on to developing their 
mixing and blending skills in their own Art work. 
In RE, we have been looking at the story of the nativity and the children have 
told the story in their own words. 
History has seen us finding out about significant figures such as Winston 
Churchill, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and Guy Fawkes.  We all really 
enjoyed making our own ‘guys’ - it is surprising how far a bale of straw can 
spread! 
In Design technology we have been looking at different mechanisms and the 
Owls have been using this knowledge to plan and design something (that they 
will be bringing home so we don’t want to spoil the surprise)! 
During our Science lessons, we have been exploring properties of materials, 
such as ‘Does it bounce?’ ‘How hard is it?’ ‘And what would this material be 
good for?’  We even had a letter from a stressed P.E teacher asking us for 
help in finding the bounciest balls for his P.E lesson – luckily we were able 
to help! 
The class have continued to enjoy Choice Learning and we are impressed 
with their work ethic during this time.  Our outdoor area continues to be a 
place we love to learn in, the class have enjoyed the firework shop that 
appeared over half term! 
 
In Owl Class next term our Science learning will be focusing on animals so 
over the holidays you could look at different types of animals with your child 
and discuss some true facts about them. In Humanities, we will be looking 
at the ‘Battle of Hastings’. 
 
PE will continue to be on a Monday, so please make sure those PE kits are 
returned on our first day back to be left in school in your Owl’s locker.  We 
will be focusing on Dance this term. 
 
We wish you a very happy, safe and peaceful Christmas and look forward to 
welcoming Owls back in 2021. 
The Owl Team                                     

 
 
 

What’s been happening in Owl Class 

 

Our Class Christmas Play! 

 
Our lovely Winter pictures. 

 

Testing the hardness of different 

materials. 
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It has been a very busy term for Deer Class, full of hard work but hopefully fun 
as well! In English, we have been studying the book Tuesday by David Wiesner. 
Children have produced some excellent pieces of writing, firstly creating 
“witness statements” by searching the text closely for clues and evidence, then 
later writing newspaper reports on the strange events of the story. It has been 
lovely to see the children’s writng becoming more sophisticated as they explore 
different writing styles and techniques, whilst we’ve all enjoyed the idea of 
flying frogs invading our town and causing chaos! We have also tried to mimic 
the writing style of another published author, David O’Doherty, in our recent 
Reading lessons – we enjoyed telling people what to do if they suspected their 
guinea pig was actually a baby kangaroo… 
          In Maths, we completed our first units on addition and subtraction, 
progressing to looking at multiplication and division. This has linked in well with 
our weekly times table tests, in which the children are doing brilliantly. Many of 
them have moved up our times table ladder and are now working on trickier 
calculations with less time allowed to solve them. Our Maths lessons have 
focused on the 3, 4 and 8 times tables, with children interpreting diagrams, 
drawing arrays, grouping objects accurately, and using the correct mathematical 
language. 
           In Science, we have been learning all about different forces, with a 
particular focus on magnetism. We have conducted experiments investigating 
the friction created by different surfaces and the strength of different types of 
magnet. In History, we have learned all about The Middle Ages, including the 
feudal structure of society and some of the gruesome, disgusting, useless 
treatments for different illnesses! This learning culminated in a Medieval 
banquet in the last week of term, which both the staff and children enjoyed 
thoroughly. In Music, it has been fun making soundscapes and effects using 
different instruments, whilst in DT we have begun our final bridge constructions. 
Well done, Year 3, for all of your amazing work this term. Have a wonderful 
Christmas and a well-deserved rest. 
 
In Term 3, we will dive further back in time, past The Middle Ages, all the way 
back to The Stone Age! This will link to our English work using the texts Stone 
Age Boy and How To Wash A Woolly Mammoth. Our French work will look at 
musical instruments and in Music, we will learn about some different composers 
and their important works. Our PE learning will move on from Dance to Handball, 
which may take place indoors or outdoors depending on the weather, so please 
ensure that your child has all of their kit in school every week, i.e. shorts,    t-
shirt, tracksuit / jogging bottoms, jumper, outdoor trainers and plimsolls (or 
other suitable indoor shoes). 
 
Please be reminded that children’s water bottles in class should contain only 
water, and break time snacks should be a piece of fruit or vegetable, such as an 
apple or some carrot sticks. 
 
Well done to all of the children who are reading regularly, learning their 
spellings and practising their times tables. Thank you for your support with this 
at home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s been happening in Deer Class 

We worked hard to create realistic 
front-page newspaper reports on the 

mysterious events of Tuesday. 

Our Science investigations were a lot 
of fun! Who knew how amazing 

forces are!? 

The Middle Ages were disgusting, 
difficult and unfair… But we still 
managed to enjoy learning about 

them. 
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Otter Class have had an exceptionally busy term and if we’re honest we’ve almost run out 
of time!  However with some jiggling, juggling and hard work we have squeezed an awful 
lot in.   
 
In maths we have completed our 5th unit with the children breezing through the perimeter 
topic even though it was late in the term and we are all getting tired.  We are now 
beginning our multiplication and division unit which will continue into term 3.   
In English we are really proud of the children working through a really challenging text. 
They completed some lovely written pieces including character descriptions, police 
interviews, stories etc.  We still haven’t finished reading the whole text. If we don’t 
manage this by the end of term, we will make sure we read the rest to the class after the 
Christmas break.   
We had lots of fun working through our History topic of ‘Industrialisation and Mining’.  At 
half term this topic did sound a bit dry if we’re honest! However, what with making coal 
mines in the classroom, racing lego production lines, producing informative videos for 
twitter, putting on a full scale slavery protest, having a class debate and vote, we don’t 
want the fun to end!   
 
In PSHE the children loved bringing in items from home that helped them describe their 
identity. We had some very interesting discussions on how identity changes and how people 
feel leaving old parts of their identity behind.  We also looked at being sensitive about our 
differences.  This showed what a great bunch of mature, thoughtful children we have in 
Otters. Design Technology has turned into a festive extravaganza and produced a lot of 
mess in the classroom!  However we have managed to produce some lovely stockings for 
Father Christmas.   
 
The children have been busy studying states of matter in Science looking at gases, liquids 
and solids.  We also investigated the processes of evaporation and solidification.   
This all happened along with the other mandatory Christmas glitter and glamour, making 
hoop decorations for the hall, watching the nativity, making Christmas posters for the 
William Harvey Hospital and writing our Christmas stories for the Rotary Club.  So it is no 
wonder we are all tired and ready for a relaxing 2 weeks of festive celebrations with our 
families.  
  
In term 3 Otter Class will continue through our Power Maths scheme continuing with 
multiplication and division.   
 
In English we are going to use two texts, both based on Shackleton’s adventures.  The first 
being “Ice Trap” by M P Robertson, a story based on Shackleton’s exploration.  The second 
being “Shakleton’s Journey”, a magnificently illustrated non-fiction book about the famous 
explorer.  Both texts will give us lots of inspiration for writing and build on our developing 
comprehension skills. 
 
We will continue our history bias looking at the Roman Empire, so chariots and togas at the 
ready!  (If you have any old white sheets please can we have them?) 
In design and technology we will be continuing with our textiles project. 
In PHSE we will look at different types of community and their benefits. 
Electricity forms the focus for our science studies in term 3.   
Children will move on to Hinduism in RE and Gymnastics in PE.  
  
We hope you have an enjoyable, restful and safe Christmas and are looking forward to a 
fresh start in the New Year, where we finally emerge from the very strange conditions we 
find ourselves in.  Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year from Mrs Solomon 
and Miss Mexter.  
 
 
 
 
 

What’s been happening in Otter Class 

Otters go down the mine! 

Who do you think you are?  Otters 

take a look at identity. 

Does gas have a mass?  (Above) 
How long is the melting 
chocolate going to last? 
(Below)  Otters completing 

their science investigation. 
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What’s been happening in Badger Class 

How quickly this term has gone in Badger Class! We dived straight back into 
learning after half term and have been working hard across all areas of the 
curriculum. 
 
In English, we have continued exploring our class text of ‘Frankenstein.’ We have 
used role-play activities to better understand the eponymous character and have 
taken time to examine quotes from the text, to strengthen our understanding of 
the story. The class have continued to be inspired by the book, this has been 
evident in their fantastic pieces of extended writing, especially their newspaper 
articles, reporting on the monster’s movements. 
 
Having completed our Place Value topics in Maths during Term 1, we have since 
been applying this knowledge to addition and subtraction with 5-digit numbers. 
The class have been practising the column methods with multiple exchanges, and 
are beginning to solve complex multi-step problems involving the two operations. 
We have also been learning to interpret tables, bar graphs and line graphs. 
 
In Science, we have been testing the properties of different materials. To do this 
we have conducted a range of experiments. We have melted butter using different 
spoons as thermal conductors, kept water hot using thermal insulators, tested the 
rate of dissolving a sugar cube and filtered a mixture using a sieve and filter paper. 
 
We have become historians this term, investigating the impact that the 
introduction of railways had on Britain. We learnt about Britain’s first steam 
train and then used historical sources to help us understand the uses of the 
railway, both nationally and in Ashford. Did you know that there used to be 
specific carriages for transporting milk into cities?       
 
Having planned our DT project during Term 1, this term we moved to 
manufacture. The class worked hard painting their monster and adding moving 
parts using split pins. They then began bringing them to life using electrical 
circuits, inspired by Victor Frankenstein’s experiment. Although this proved 
challenging, the class showed great perseverance and eventually all our 
creatures were brought to life. 
 
Badger Class have been fortunate enough to enjoy another term of professional 
music tuition with Buster. They have continued to learn the basic skills for playing 
the ukulele and have recently been learning Christmas carols! 
 
In PE, we have been developing our hockey skills. We have learnt how to use the 
Indian dribble to change the direction of the ball, have learnt to attack and 
defend and have used these skills in mini games. 
 
Well done Badgers for another successful term. Merry Christmas to you all, I look 
forward to welcoming you all back in January! 
 
 
Next term in Badger Class, we will be focusing on Multiplication and Division in 
Maths. Take some time over the holiday to practise your time tables - remember 
TT Rockstars is always available. In Science we will be learning about forces, 
including gravity, air resistance and friction. What do you already know about 
these things? Can you identify any of them in action in day-to-day life? We will 
have a History focus during Term 3/4, exploring the Anglo-Saxons. Conduct some 
research, what can you find out about this group of people? 

 
 
 
 

Enjoying ukulele lessons with Buster, 

learning to play Christmas carols. 

In Science, separating a mixture of 
soil, sand and water using filter 

paper. 

Enjoying a very competitive game of 

hockey in PE. 
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‘Oh what a lovely term!’ (to borrow from the title of Richard Attenborough’s 
1969 musical).  We have been studying World War One and how that affected 
the people of Bethersden, particularly young men and women who flocked to 
answer the call and join the forces to fight for King and Country……and escape 
the poverty and monotony of life at home.  We started the term by researching 
all of those whose names we found on the village war memorial who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in that terrible conflict.  The children were amazed to find 
members of the same family who died, yet also heartened to find others who 
had survived.  They used contemporary photographs and documents to 
research just how small the village was compared to today.  This work 
culminated in the class forming their own Remembrance Day commemoration 
at the memorial at 1100hrs on the 11th of November, led by the Rev Mike Rose 
who talked about the meaning behind the act of remembrance.  The children 
read the names of the fallen and laid a wreath, witnessed by several members 
of the community.  They were an absolute credit to the school and their 
families, not to mention themselves. 
The theme of WW1 continued throughout all of our learning.  In English we 
studied War Horse, using both the book and film to explore characters, 
relationships and technological advances of the 20th Century.  We also looked 
at animal welfare and moral dilemmas, using the use of animals in warfare as 
the subject for this.  In History, we explored the use of propaganda, persuasion 
and peer pressure (which linked with relationships in PSHE) as well as the life 
of the first black Army officer, Walter Tull (who lived in Folkestone).  In DT 
we used our science sound learning from Term 1 to design and build working 
field telephones, and both maths and science knowledge of angles and light 
to support our construction of ‘trench periscopes’.  The children were lucky 
enough to be able to handle a real WW1 trench periscope that Mr Clark’s 
grandfather had ‘forgotten’ to hand back to the Army when he was de-mobbed 
towards the end of the war after being gassed. Despite the changing weather, 
the children have been extremely enthusiastic about learning Tag Rugby and 
honing their Benchball skills, learning French greetings, writing short ‘call and 
response’ songs in music and improving their art skills, which have really 
proved useful, helping Mrs Taylor prepare the school ’12 Days of Christmas’ 
displays which ware being situated around Bethersden. 
 
Although Christmas is upon us, Mr Clark is really looking forward to Term 3 and 
the New Year (mainly because it means all that ‘unnecessary fuss and 
distraction’ will be out of the way).  We will be starting our preparations for 
SATS by introducing a few practice papers just to get the children used to the 
format. Although May seems such a long way away, it does tend to come 
around quite quickly as the days start to get longer.  We will continue to focus 
on health and wellbeing, which is particularly important as the children start 
their journey towards their transition to secondary school.  As the pandemic 
will, hopefully, start to ease we can begin to think about the possibility of a 
school field trip and more interaction with the local community, although this 
will obviously depend on the prevailing situation.  In Term 3 we will be 
exploring electricity, so perhaps over the holidays you can identify home 
electrical appliances, both mains and battery powered.  PE will continue twice 
a week and the main subject will be gymnastics so Thursday’s lesson will be 
indoors.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s been happening in Fox Class 

Testing the prototype backpack field 

telephone. 

Reading the names of the fallen from 
Bethersden at the Remembrance 

‘Service’ 

Laying a wreath on behalf of the 

school. 
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Governor message 

On behalf of all the governors, we would like to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas 
and a bright New Year.  
  
Despite the restrictions that have been in place this term it’s been wonderful to hear how the 
children have settled back so well and enjoyed a busy term, particularly this term with lots of fun 
Christmas activities.  
  
Thank you to all families for your support through these very different times, and we look forward 
to seeing you all in 2021. 
  
Best Wishes 
  
Jenn Read and Kate Kirk  
Chair and Vice Chair of Governors 

 
‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ trail 

After filling up on your Christmas dinner this year you can walk it off by following Fox Class’ ‘Twelve Days of 
Christmas’ trail around Bethersden. Each member of the class created a picture based on eth famous carol 
which have been hidden around the village. Can you find them all? Remember, there is a prize for everyone 
who returns the completed sheet in January. A huge thank you to Fox Class and Mrs Taylor for all their hard 
work setting this up. 

 


