
The start of term 2 is always an exciting one as we look forward to Christmas 
and all the fun it brings. As a school we are working really hard to make sure 
everything we normally do continues and Christmas is no exception, we will 
just have to change the way we do some things. In the next couple of weeks 
I will write to you with details of upcoming events. 

It has been great to see the return of a full cooked menu to the school and 
all the children eating in the hall again. Our caterers have been working with 
us on the menu in order to minimise the amount of times the food is handled 
and we have introduced new routines in the hall to ensure it is served and 
enjoyed safely. The menu is available on the school website 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Menu-from-
Nov-2020-1.pdf but if you have any questions please do ring the school office. 

This week we have marked Remembrance with an art display outside the 
school created by each class. Fox Class also represented the school at the 
memorial on Wednesday morning and read out the roll of honour. The whole 
school marked the event with a reflective silence. 

PJs for Pudsey Day has been a great success and I would like to thank you for 
the donations made this morning. We will count the money in a few days and 
let you know how much was raised. The children all looked fantastic in their 
favourite bedtime clothes and had lots of fun. Getting involved in these 
events is really important to help the children understand the difference they 
can make for those who are less fortunate at the same time as having fun. 

I would again like to thank you for your support with the staggered entry and 
exit routines. At this time, as the infection rate in Ashford continues to rise, 
I would again ask you to respect the routines fully. The staggered entry time 
is the time your child should be lined up ready to enter or you should be lined 
up ready to collect, it is not a window of entry. This is to ensure no bubbles 
have to line up together or leave together. Children and parents arriving late 
causes increased risk. Could I also ask that you line up in single file to allow 
other people to pass safely without having to step onto the road. If you need 
further information please refer to the letters sent out recently or contact 
the office. 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

91.39% 

 

This week’s attendance 

96.22% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

95.48% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

We have had a wonderful start to our new term in Bumblebee class. 
We have all come back ready to learn and explore our new sounds and 
are doing a fantastic job of reading our CVC words. We have even 
started to read red words (you can't sound them out).In Maths, we are 
comparing different quantities of objects and we have been preparing 
food for a party. We need to make sure we have the correct number 
of food for 5 people and decide if we need one more of any of the 
items. In wider learning, we have been looking at what makes us 
special and how we shine. In the afternoons we have been working 
hard to create a train to head to the North Pole to discover all the 
beautiful animals. We have also created a post office in the train 
station to send postcards to tell everyone about our exciting 
adventures.  
 
Owl Class have returned to school after the half-term break with a 
desire and determination to learn. The highlight so far was on 5th 
November where the classroom was transformed into a firework 
display, with candy apples (made by the Owls themselves) and even a 
fire!! Owls used their computing skills to make their own firework 
pictures using a drawing tool. 
Gymnastics is the focus in our PE lessons and the children have been 
practising some of the key shapes and putting them into a sequence. 
 
Deer Class has started the new term's learning really well and it has 
been great to see the children come back to school raring to go after 
the half term break. In English, we are studying the book 'Tuesday' by 
David Wiesner, which is unusual in that it has hardly any words! We 
are examining each page closely to find clues and evidence as to the 
strange activities that take place in the story, then writing witness 
statements to explain what happened in as much detail as possible. 
We are book detectives! In Science, we are beginning to learn about 
Forces and have already looked at simple pushing and pulling motions 
that we see and use everywhere on a daily basis. In Music, we are 
exploring the effects of different instruments and how compositions 
can be used to tell a story, whilst in DT we will be completing our final 
bridge designs and then building these models using a range of 
techniques and resources. Our PE focus this term is Dance and we are 
currently working hard to create our own unique dance routines from 
scratch by working effectively as part of a group and listening carefully 
to the rhythm of the music. It is sure to be an exciting term - well done 
to all of Deer Class for getting back into the swing of things so quickly. 

 
 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

Owl and Deer Class 

been learning? 
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What have Otter, Badger 

and Fox Class been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

In English in Otter Class, to practice our past and present tense work, we 
wrote an Otter Class newsletter.  The children did an excellent job in 
remembering what we accomplished in term 1.  We were particularly pleased 
to see the number of children write about the fun they had and how they had 
laughed a lot last term.  Here’s hoping we can do more of the same this term. 
In Maths the children are engrossed in their subtraction work at the moment 
and it won’t be long before we move on again to perimeter.   
We have introduced our science topic which covers states of matter.  We had 
a messy afternoon deciding whether marmite and golden syrup were liquids or 
solids.   
 
This week we will make a proper start on our topic work as last week we simply 
recorded things we already knew about industrialisation and mining, as well as 
things we would like to learn.  A massive thanks goes to Frankie S who let Mrs 
Solomon borrow his magazine which gave some fabulous ideas for our topic.  
Thanks to everyone who managed to get a copy of The Box of Delights we are 
so grateful.  It is a book that will stretch the children and we hope it will help 
them produce some great work. 
 

Badger Class have had a busy start to the new term. In English, we have 

continued studying our class text of Frankenstein, with a focus placed on 

the creation of the female monster. We have taken time to examine the 

contrasting feelings of Victor Frankenstein and the creature, and have used 

this to support the writing of a character description from their points of 

view. In Maths, we have been revising the methods of column addition and 

subtraction. We have then used these methods to complete more complex 

problem solving questions, involving multiple exchanges. In Science, we 

have started a new topic ‘Properties and Changes of Materials,’ beginning 

with testing thermal conductors. Our DT project is now at the manufacturing 

stage. Having explored products with electrical components, we have 

enjoyed becoming Victor Frankenstein, creating our own monsters.   

 

Fox Class have really settled back in well.  We’ve launched ourselves into our 
new history topic, which is about how WW1 affected the Bethersden 
community.  We have researched the names of the fallen from the war 
memorial and are looking at life in the village over 100 years ago using historical 
photographs and letters.  On Wednesday, the whole class paraded at the 
memorial at 11 O’clock to read out the names and lay a poppy wreath to mark 
Remembrance Day.   Other fun activities have included Maths (the dreaded 
fractions!), Tag Rugby, programming, learning French greetings, studying forces 
in science and learning about the dangers of gang culture.  We are also 

continuing our mental wellbeing focus with yoga and relaxation sessions. 
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We will be continuing to broadcast our popular Excellence Assemblies on our YouTube channel until 
we can welcome you back in to the school properly so that you can still be part of our celebration. 
Children will all watch the assembly in class and will be presented with their certificate by the class 
team to bring home. Please do tune in each week and share in their successes. Below are the children 
who received Excellence Awards over the last two weeks. 

Bumblebee Class 

Obie, Mason, William and Owen 

Owl Class 

Sophie, Harley, Orion and Phoebe-Jane 

Deer Class 

Ivy, Jack, Charlie and Amelia 

Otter Class 

William, Imogen, Sadie and Florence 

Badger Class 

Caleb, Teddy, Harry and Rudi 

Fox Class 

Lois and Caitlyn 

Excellence Awards 

+Pay 

Thank you to everyone who is currently using +Pay to make payments to the school. 
We are seeing a real benefit to this system in school and we are very grateful for 
your support. Following a review of charges PayPal has been removed as an option 
on +Pay. Debit and credit cards remain payment options as they have a lower fee. If 
you had set up a regular payment through PayPal please change your payment 
method. The alternative was to increase the cost of trips, Breakfast Club etc to 
cover the charges on the account. 

Should you have any questions please call the school office who will be more than 
happy to help. 
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Diary Dates 

Dates for your diary 

Please check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

December 

Tuesday 1st  Non-uniform day (Children to bring in 
sweets/chocolate for Christmas raffle) 

Wednesday 16th School Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day 

Friday 18th  Last day of term 

Christmas holiday Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January 

January  

Monday 4th  Children return to school 

February 

Friday 12th  Last day of term 

February half term holiday Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 

Monday 22nd  Children return to school 

 

Amazon Smile – message from FOBS 

With Christmas approaching, don't forget the school can earn around 0.5% of all your Amazon spend. 

All you need to do is go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and set up "Friends of Bethersden School" as your 
charity and save that webpage as a favourite in your web browser. 

Then, you simply shop as usual.  If you shop on the Amazon Smile website you don't need to do anything else - 
if you start on the Amazon website and then switch to the Amazon Smile website before you purchase it will 
remember your basket. 

And now... AMAZON SMILE IS AVAILABLE ON THE APP!  Just go to the settings menu (three horizontal lines 
bottom right on an iPhone, top left on Android) and you will see the option to set up Amazon Smile - just 
make sure you choose "Friends of Bethersden School" as your chosen charity! 

Think how much combined we will all spend on Amazon over the next few months - if we all sign up to 
Amazon Smile it could earn the school a useful amount of money.  All it takes is a click!  

Happy shopping! 

 Friends of Bethersden School update (FOBS) 

The FOBS AGM was held virtually on Monday 9th November.  Gemma Foley and Morgan Jones were voted in as 
new Co-Chairs. The team are planning as much as they can during these difficult times.  A FOBS bulletin will 
be sent out next week with more information on the work of FOBS, planned events and information on how 
you can get involved. 
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/

