
It has been another busy couple of weeks in school and a real delight to see 
that ‘normality’ is returning to school. The children are doing an incredible 
job of supporting each other in lessons and in social time. Having looked at 
the children’s books over the last couple of weeks it is really pleasing to see 
the pride they are taking in their learning and standards are certainly at least 
as good, if not better, than they were at this time last year. 

Our Harvest Festival last week was really special and a big thank you to Fox 
Class for their help in recording and delivering it. If you have not yet had a 
chance to watch it you can find it on our YouTube channel. I am really keen 
to try and give the children as many normal experiences as possible when it 
is safe to do so and there are currently plans to run a Halloween event in 
school as we know it may not be possible to go ‘Trick or Treating’ this year. 
We are busy organising a ‘Spooky Sports Day’ on Friday 23rd October where 
children will be encouraged to dress up and take part in sporty activities to 
earn treats. More details will be sent out soon. We have also been in touch 
with Santa to make sure he fits us in to his busy schedule, again, further 
details to follow. 

Last week we welcomed the Kent Road Safety team in to speak to the children 
in Owl class and we await dates for them to visit other classes. We have also 
booked in a few other dates to the school calendar to make sure we continue 
to provide a rich experience for the children and we are working hard to find 
new and exciting learning and enrichment opportunities. 

I am constantly reviewing the operating procedures for the school and 
working with the Leadership Group and Governors to adapt as guidance 
changes. On page 4 you will see details of an addition to our uniform policy 
as the colder weather approaches. 

Just a reminder that there is a dedicated email address for you as families 
that is monitored by a team of school staff with emails being forwarded on to 
the relevant staff member. Please use families@bethersden.kent.sch.uk as 
the email will be seen and dealt with quicker than other addresses which have 
high numbers of emails each day. 

Finally, a reminder to complete the ParentMail form sent out this week to 
request a Parents Evening appointment so we can share with you how your 
child has settled back in to school. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.42% 

 

This week’s attendance 

95.90% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

96.28% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 

 

NEWSLETTER 3 
9TH OCTOBER BER 2020 

Bethersden Primary School, School Road, Bethersden, Ashford, Kent, TN26 3AH  

Bethersden 
Bulletin 

mailto:families@bethersden.kent.sch.uk


 

 
Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 2 
  

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

In Bumblebee class we have finished our exciting topic on dinosaurs 
and have now started our new wider learning topic, Marvellous Me. We 
are learning about how we are different and how we are all special. 
As a class we have been learning what ingredients we need for our 
friendship recipe. In our reading writing excellence lessons, we have 
been working hard with learning our new sounds. We have even started 
blending some of our sounds together to read and write words. In 
maths, we have been perfecting our counting and have started to use 
a five frame to learn what makes five. In P.E we have been learning 
new games and have been developing our gross motor movements to 
help build our muscles to help with our writing skills.  
 
Owl Class are continuing their learning journey in the way they started 
it, with a smile and lots of enthusiasm. We have enjoyed reading Croc 
and Bird and Six Dinner Sid and our enjoyment of these books has 
continued into our afternoons, where we have looked at animals that 
hatch from eggs and have also explored what Sid was doing, living in 6 
different houses!  
In Maths, we have been comparing number sentences but also looking 
at number facts and using the part whole model to help us. 
The highlight of the last couple of weeks was a visit from the Kent 
Road Safety Team. They worked with our Owls and it was fabulous to 
hear the children remembering everything they had been taught – and 
also seeing many of them using their new skills when crossing the road 
at the end of the day. You may have also seen a video of what they 
learnt on Twitter, if you haven’t seen it yet, do check it out! 
 
Deer Class have been working hard over the last two weeks, writing 
persuasive letters to the Prime Minister about The Monster Who Ate 
Darkness! We've practised writing in paragraphs and using different 
sentence starters to link our ideas. We're now looking forward to 
writing some cool Autumn poems. In Maths, we're beginning to work 
on addition and subtraction, whilst the children are trying hard and 
improving on our weekly times tables tests. We have explored mirrors 
and how light allows us to see in our Science lessons, including how 
reflective materials can help to keep us safe. We are growing in 
confidence using atlases in Geography and we've been able to locate 
some major rivers and peaks across the UK. In DT, we have sketched 
some different bridge designs to begin planning our own bridge model. 
Our PE sessions have seen us improving our running, jumping and 
throwing techniques, despite some less than ideal weather! Well done, 
Deer Class - you're working really hard and embracing all of our 
subjects with enthusiasm. 

 
 
 

What have Bumblebee, 

Owl and Deer Class 

been learning? 
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What have Otter, Badger 

and Fox Class been 

learning? 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

Otter Class seem to become busier and busier as the term goes on.  We have some 
outstanding successes in both times table rock stars and spellings over the last 2 
weeks so a big thank you to all children (and parents) for practising hard at home.   
We are beginning to tackle speech in our writing, creating a very tense police 
interview piece based on our book The Firework Maker’s Daughter. In Maths the 
children enjoyed the last part of our Power Maths unit on Place Value which 
involved Roman Numerals.  This week we are starting our second unit on place 
value.   
Google Earth views of Romney Marsh impressed the children as they began to 
identify different bodies of water.  We are beginning to spot the similarities and 
differences between canals, rivers, lakes and the sea.   
The children have completed the art project based on the book “The Dark” by 
Lemony Snickett and their work has really brightened up our room. 
The children had an inventive afternoon testing different materials for their sound 
proofing qualities.  Who would have thought you could still hear a tambourine with 
20 layers of tartan fabric covering your ears.  Where Otter’s lead, Foxes follow, we 
have very kindly lent them the sound meter. I wonder which class is the loudest! 
 
It has been another busy few weeks in Badger Class. We have had the exciting 
opportunity of starting ukulele lessons with Buster. The class is enjoying 30 minutes 
of professional tuition a week, learning the basics of the instrument. We are now 
fully immersed in 'Frankenstein,' our English text. Having explored the opening of 
the story, we have been writing character descriptions of Victor Frankenstein's 
monstrous creation. This has involved using a dictionary to find the meaning of the 
interesting vocabulary used by Mary Shelley in the original text, to then be applied 
to our own writing. As has been the case throughout the term, the children's writing 
has continued to become more mature and sophisticated in style. We have also 
been using role-play activities to emphasise with the eponymous character, 
considering whether Frankenstein should admit to the monster's creation or not. In 
Maths, we have completed our first Place Value module, which has focused on 
numbers to 100,000. We have also been learning about Roman numerals to 1000, 
which has proved to be a challenging, but fun activity. 
 
In Fox Class we can’t believe we are over half way through the first term, it seems 
to have flown by so quickly.  The last two weeks has been packed with learning; in 
addition to the usual English and Maths (which included the dreaded ‘long 
division’), the Foxes have been studying mountain formation and how high ground 
is represented on maps using contours.  Alex provided some really useful input from 
his experiences climbing the mountains of the UK with his family, and the contour 
models the children produced in DT were fantastic.  We have also been studying 
sound in science (much to the annoyance of everyone else in the building), which 
tied in neatly to our music lessons (which also annoyed everyone else in the 
building!).  Mr Clark has been passing on his great pronunciation skills of the French 
language which he gained working with the French Army (where they don’t seem 
to speak French ’as we know it’) and, as ever, Tiger Troop has been bringing out 
the best in the children, testing their problem-solving and leadership skills.  It 

really is wonderful to see all of year 6 growing in every way as the year progresses. 
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We will be continuing to broadcast our popular Excellence Assemblies on our YouTube channel from 
today so that you can still be part of our celebration. Children will all watch the assembly in class and 
will be presented with their certificate by the class team to bring home. Please do tune in each week 
and share in their successes. Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Matilda, Harry, Phoebe and Thomas 

Owl Class 

Mya, Lexi, Marine and Aggie 

Deer Class 

Harvey, Jesse, Hollie and Rosemary 

Otter Class 

Delta-Lousie, Frankie, Archie and Joshua 

Badger Class 

George M, Daisy, George S and Ryan 

Fox Class 

Kobi and Joe 

Excellence Awards 

Uniform additions to cope with the colder weather 
In order to follow current guidance to promote good air circulations in the school we will continue to 
be opening windows and doors during the school day. At this time of year that means classrooms are 
colder than normal. The wearing of coats in classrooms is not a suitable option as, following a wet 
morning or break time children would be sitting in damp coats. From Monday 12th October children 
will be allowed to bring in a plain hoodie or fleece to wear over their school jumper in the classroom 
during cold weather. Schools are again required to reinstate the school uniform so children must still 
wear their full uniform and the fleece or sweatshirt is additional. Please ensure that the additional 
layer is named and does not display any logos or patterns. Any items that do not meet this will be kept 
in lockers until the end of the school day. If you have any questions please speak to Mr Gawthorpe or 
Mrs Henshaw on the gate or email families@bethersden.kent.sch.uk  

Message from Mrs Henshaw, our Family Liaison Officer 
Hello 

 
I just wanted to say how wonderful it is to have the children back, and how proud I am of how they have 
returned. 
 
If you do have any worries or concerns regarding your child please email me flo@bethersden.kent.sch.uk 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Lucy Henshaw 
Family Liaison Officer 
 

mailto:families@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
mailto:flo@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Diary Dates 

Dates for your diary 

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

October 

Wednesday 14th Wear What You Want Wednesday 

Thursday 15th Kent Test 

Friday 16th School nurses in – Nasal flu vaccination – please complete on 
line consent form before 13/10/2020 – all year groups 
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms-consent-form/   

Wednesday 21st  Parents telephone consultations, please complete the form on 
Parentmail Thursday 22nd  

Friday 23rd 

 
Spooky Sports Day 
Last day of term 

Half term Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 

November 

Monday 2nd  Children return to school 

Monday 9th  FOBS AGM 1.30pm via Zoom 

December 

Friday 18th  Last day of term 

Christmas holiday Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January 

Monday 4th January Children return to school 

 

Wear What You Want Wednesday – 14th October 

We are all so pleased with how the children have settled back in to school and how those children joining us for 
the first time have quickly adapted to school life that next Wednesday, 14th October, we will be holding a Wear 
What You Want day where children are welcome to come in wearing non-uniform. This is not a fund raising 
event just our way of rewarding the children for their excellent return, dedication to resuming their learning 

and quite simply being brilliant. Thank you again for supporting the school, we are all very grateful. 

Friends of Bethersden School AGM 

So much happened last year that it would be easy to forget the fantastic fundraising that went on at the start 
of the year to support the rich opportunities we were able to offer the children. It is time to look back and 
celebrate what was achieved and also to start looking ahead to this year at the Annual General Meeting. Please 
make a note of the date, Monday 9th November, at 1.30pm and join us on Zoom. Further information will be 
sent out nearer the time as well as information on how you can take on one of the roles which will be voted on. 
If you would like further information please email the team at fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk or contact the 

school office. 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms-consent-form/
mailto:fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk

