
 

 

I would like to start by thanking everyone for the way you have supported the 
drop off and collection routines and adapting so readily to the changes we 
have made. Please be assured I am constantly working on ways to make the 
drop off and collection routines as smooth as possible. I am currently trying 
to arrange for road safety talks for every class in the near future and I am 
also working on a school Travel Plan in the hopes of finding ways that the 
roads around the school can be made safer for everyone. 

A huge welcome to all the children who have joined the Bethersden family 
for the first time. We have welcomed 23 children in to Bumblebees and they 
have very quickly settled into the school routines. There has been lots of 
giggles and noise coming from their classroom and, no pun intended, it has 
been a hive of activity. 

I am so proud of the way the children have come back to school after the 
prolonged absence for some of them. They have shown resilience far beyond 
their years and once inside the school it feels just like old times with a real 
buzz in the classrooms. I would like to thank you all for the work you have 
put in over the school closure period both supporting your child to continue 
to learn but also for the way you have prepared them for coming back. 

Over the coming weeks we will be concentrating on allowing children to 
reconnect with their friends and restoring relationships that were put on 
hold. We will be easing children in to ‘normal’ lessons only when they are 
ready. Some classes will take longer for this to happen but it is really 
important to allow the time needed. I have already been told that children 
are having some Maths, English and other learning opportunities as we look 
to recover from the lost learning time caused by the school closure. 

The familes@betehrsden.kent.sch.uk email address is still the main point of 
contact should you have any questions for us so please do use this. It is 
monitored by a team and the emails passed to the relevant member of staff. 
As I am sure you will understand our priority on the gate is to see your child 
safely in and out of school so please send any messages for school via the 
email address or telephone 01233 820479. 

I am looking forward to an excellent year at Bethersden Primary School and  
am excited about working with you to support the children, including 
welcoming you to whole school events as soon as it is safe for that to happen. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 
96.39% 

 
This week’s attendance 

95.13%% 
 

Year to date 
attendance 

95.58% 
 

We are aiming for 
excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

In Bumblebee class, we have had a fantastic first few days of school 
filled with lots of smiles and laughter. We have loved making new 
friends to play with and exploring our wonderful learning spaces. So 
far our favourite activities are playing with dinosaurs, exploring 
what inventions we can create from pipes and making many 
delicious mud pies. We have also been very busy with practising our 
counting by singing new rhymes and listening to sounds to get ready 
to start our phonics next week. 
 
 
What a fabulous start to the year Owl Class have made. Our newly 
improved outdoor area has been a big hit with the children and they 
have been using their imaginations to take them on voyages around 
the world! We have started our Read, Write, Excellence lessons and 
are practising our sounds and then using them in all of our lessons. 
In Maths we are looking at counting, with Year 1 practising the 
numbers and words to ten and Year 2, counting to 100. As part of 
our wider curriculum, in PE, we have started Athletics, looking at 
running and how we can run faster - it was fabulous to see everyone 
had their PE kit on Monday, so let's keep that up! We have also been 
looking at our own timelines in History. 
 
It has been an excellent start to the new school year for Deer Class! 
All of the children have adapted really well to our new rules, 
routines and expectations. We have been developing our mental 
Maths skills each day and have started to look at some ways of 
improving our own work independently. We are enjoying studying 
"The Monster Who Ate Darkness" in our English lessons and are 
currently creating WANTED posters to be able to track him down! 
This text links to our Science topic of Light, which we're sure is 
going to be a lot of fun to investigate. Our class stories for this term 
are all tales from Roald Dahl, as our Art work is focusing on the 
illustrations of Quentin Blake. We've got plenty more to explore, 
but for now we're all just pleased and excited to be back in school, 
surrounded by our friends. 
 
 

What have Bumblebee, 
Owl and Deer Class 

been learning? 
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What have Otter, Badger 
and Fox Class been 

learning? 
 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 
Otter Class’ first week back has flown by, although the children 
have settled back as if they had never been away.  During the first 
few days we used our transition time to think about our class rules, 
complete some Otter artwork and plant some bulbs to hopefully 
give us a colourful outdoor area come Spring.  The children have 
settled so well that we are now well underway with our English text 
"The Firework Maker's Daughter" and place value in Power 
Maths.  We have started our first Science investigation into Sound 
which led to a very noisy afternoon.  Mrs Solomon and Miss Mexter 
have been so impressed with Otters in all aspects of the school day. 
We can't wait to see what the next few weeks will bring.   
 
 
What a wonderful start to the year in Badger Class. Having arrived 
on Wednesday eager to learn, we had a busy first few days. We 
spent time familiarising ourselves with the new timetable, taking 
this opportunity to revise analogue and digital time. We then wrote 
time stories, challenging ourselves to record times to the nearest 
minute. In English, we have been reading 'The Wind in the Willows.' 
Having applied our reading skills to summarise the story in 
chronological order, we moved onto Drama. In small groups, the 
children took on a scene from the story and worked hard, making 
props and rehearsing their scene to then share with their peers. 
Pictures and videos of the final performance can be found on our 
new Google Classroom page.  
 
What a great start to the term we have had in Fox Class.  After the 
first day spent settling in, the children quickly proved they were up 
to the challenges of a full schedule of learning.   This week, we 
have started our new timetable of three lessons in the morning, 
which means we are making a more effective use of our time and 
been much ‘pacier’ in the way we work.  We are back to using 
Power Maths and are exploring our class book, which we use as a 
vehicle for brushing up on our grammar too (we have been revising 
clauses).  We started Tiger Troop this week, and every day we make 
time for personal reflection to check our own mental wellbeing 
(children and staff), through yoga and mindfulness. 
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We will be continuing to broadcast our popular Excellence Assemblies on our YouTube channel from 
today so that you can still be part of our celebration. Children will all watch the assembly in class and 
will be presented with their certificate by the class team to bring home. Please do tune in each week 
and share in their successes. Below are the children who received Excellence Awards this week. 

Bumblebee Class 

Rex and Ava 

Owl Class 

Mia and Dolly 

Deer Class 

Harrison and Indie-Rae 

Otter Class 

Lucy and Albert 

Badger Class 

Kitty and Violina 

Fox Class 

Joe and Louie-Rose 

Excellence outside school 

Sophie in Owl class has raised £155 so far for Abigail’s Footsteps Neonatal Deaths and Stillborn Charity’ 
by cycling from Hythe to Folkestone – a massive well done from everyone at the school. 

Excellence Awards 

Welcome back from the Governors 
On behalf of all the governors, I would like to welcome you all back to school. We hope that you have 
had an enjoyable summer. 
 
It's so lovely to see the children happy and excited going into school each morning and to hear how 
well they have already settled into the new school year. 
 
Although things are slightly different this year and unfortunately we won't be able to do some of the 
regular events and activities, I do know that there are lots of interesting and wonderful plans for the 
children, so make sure you keep up to date with Parentmail and read the regular bulletins. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jenn Read 
Chair of governors 
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Diary Dates Dates for your diary 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 
September 
Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th Year 6 Bikeability 
Thursday 24th and Friday 25th Individual children’s photographs  being taken 
October 
Friday 16th School nurses in – Nasal flu vaccination – please 

complete on line consent form before 
13/10/2020 – all year groups 
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms-consent-
form/   

Friday 23rd Last day of term 
Half term Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
November 
Monday 2nd Children return to school 

 
 

School events 
As I am sure you will appreciate there is a great deal of uncertainty around traditional school events 
such as Harvest Festival and even the Nativity but please be assured we are working hard to work out 
how we can continue to make these important events happen. As you know, we found a way for Year 
6 to present their end of year performance in July so we will find a way! 
 
We will send out further details of our online Harvest Festival shortly. 

 

 


