
We are now just a couple of weeks away from the end of the strangest 
Summer Term children will have faced since the Second World War. It is 
really important that we keep the momentum right to the end, as we 
would if we had the children in school, and I thank you in advance for 
doing that despite your own personal challenges. I am so pleased the 
children in Year 6 whose time at Bethersden Primary School is drawing to 
a close, will still be able to enjoy many of the activities we would consider 
a rite of passage for them. It is lovely to hear their rehearsals each day 
on the field for their end of year production ‘There are no germs on us!’ 
which I would like to thank Mrs Green for writing. Further details about 
how you can watch will be shared in the coming weeks. We won’t be able 
to welcome everyone as we normally would but we know that for those 
who can attend, and those who will be able to watch on YouTube, you are 
in for a real treat. 

We will also be gifting the children with a ‘Leaver’s Assembly’ including 
the traditional gifts from the school and the local community. We have 
also worked out a way for shirt signing to take place and I am grateful to 
the staff in Year 6 who are working hard to make all these ‘little’ things 
happen. 

The return to school in September should become clearer over the coming 
days and weeks. The Department for Education produced the initial 
planning guidance for schools yesterday which I am now working through 
with the Leadership Group and Governors. There will be lots of 
speculation in the media over the coming days but please be assured I will 
give you the right information at the right time. The guidance that has 
been produced will also be reviewed regularly as the national and local 
picture change so I will keep communication going through the summer 
holidays when there is something significant to update you with. I know I 
have said this before but please do check your ParentMails regularly. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
In Bumblebee class we have all been very busy. The children in year one have been busy in maths doing addition 
and subtraction fact families, which was quite a tricky challenge. In english, we have explored inside the  book, 
Journey, and have been looking at how the girl might have been feeling and what she might have been thinking 
during her adventure. In class, we have continued our journey to Scotland to visit the Loch Ness Monster and have 
created our own Nessy. In Reception, we have made fantastic progress with learning some new sounds and have 
done incredible writing. We have been so proud of how hard they have been working in maths this week looking 
at directions and 3D shapes. During choice time the children have loved exploring the new English and Maths 
sheds, as well as continuing investigating and playing with dinosaurs. 
 
This week Owl Class have continued to focus on making predictions in English, as we peaked inside our wordless 
text for the very first time. We’ve been closely observing the illustrations, identifying characters emotions, in 
order to create our own speech bubbles for each character. We shared our predictions on our Zoom chat this 
week, noticing a lot of similarities whilst spotting some differences in our ideas. In Maths we’ve continued 
exploring shapes, this week focusing on symmetry. We hunted for symmetrical items around our homes to 
support us. For Topic this week we’ve been learning about percussion in music, noticing that we can use our 
bodies as percussion as well as musical instruments. We had a go at composing a piece of music inspired by a 
rainstorm using body percussion, exploring volume and duration. We performed our pieces of music and proudly 
shared these on DB Primary. What a busy week we’ve had!  
 
Deer Class have continued to be inspired by our school-text 'Journey.' This week, we have written short stories 
about what we think might happen next to the characters. From finding a rainbow of coloured doors to being 
chased by a green crayon-drawn dragon, the children produced some wonderful pieces of writing. They have also 
become actors, creating and performing monologues (with great expression) using the Chatterpix Kids app. In 
Maths, we have continued revising short division, and have participated in a TTRockstars battle. 
 
Otter Class have continued with their excellence and have shared lots of very good learning with us this week. 
Their work on our school text 'Journey' has seen them looking at a character's emotions and summarising the text. 
We have even been reading Shakespeare!  In Creative writing we have moved our focus from writing interesting 
and imaginative stories - to instruction writing.  We had many lovely pieces submitted about a range of subjects, 
including sandwich making, cake making and even making dens! In Maths, we have been looking at data handling 
and our Zoom meeting this week will be used to collect data to present in a graph.  We continue to get pieces of 
learning submitted from the subject grids, Science and Art are particularly popular! 
 
It’s the end of week 2 back in school for Fox Cub Class, and the children have been applying themselves well.  We 
resumed our formal ‘Maths mastery’ lessons, working with decimals, and have practised our reading 
comprehension skills.  But it’s not just been the fun lessons the children have been throwing themselves into - 
they have also been learning French, computer programming and about the human impact on the 
environment.  They are also honing their balance and posture with daily ‘al-fresco’ yoga, regardless of the 
weather - it was most interesting to see winter coats making a re-appearance on Tuesday. 
 
 
This week I think Mrs Smith would say the singing for the production is almost perfected.  The children have been 
busy finessing their routines for all the singing numbers, whilst Mrs Smith has been busy creating the props 
required for the performance.  Fox Class have branched out from Maths and English taking on some clay sculpting 
work inspired by our whole school text “Journey”.  The children are also mid-way through a science investigation 
into osmosis ….watch this space for the results! 
 
In the Key Worker bubble, we have been continuing to monitor our Bug Hotel, while enjoying our lunch in the 
garden (on sunny days). We have been learning numbers and colours in French, and have created picture books 
to teach others. We have also been exploring bible stories in RE. We have retold the stories in our own words and 

illustrated our work to create mini-books.  
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New classes and transition 

 

I was really like ‘What’s it 
going to be like?’ I really 

like getting to know 
children that are not in 

my class 
 Conor, Key Worker 

                     Bubble 

 

I was a bit scared but 
actually it is alright – 

actually, it’s better than 
normal school. 

 Sid, Year 6 

 

I felt a bit nervous but I 
was excited to see my 

friends. It’s a bit 
different to normal 
school but it’s ok 

 Angelica, Year 5 

At this time of the year we would normally be preparing children for their new classes in September 
while our Year 6 leavers would be trying out their new secondary schools. This year we will not be 
able to provide the same transition experience we would normally like to. We have been thinking 
about the best way to make this process as effective as possible and also what we want to provide 
at the start of the new school year to help children settle into school with new class teams. On 
Tuesday 7th July you will receive a ParentMail letter informing you of your child’s class team for 
next year along with an invite to a virtual ‘transition session’ with their new class team so they can 
meet and discuss their new class and say hello. As we are a small school we have the advantage that 
staff and children all know each other well but this can be an anxious time for some children even 
without the current situation. 
 
In September the first few weeks will be about children reconnecting with school and restoring 
relationships that have been on hold with lots of transition type activities, lessons and experiences 
planned. We will also be leaving up displays from this year to make school feel more like school until 
we can celebrate recent learning from the children. 
 
The Department for Education produced guidance for schools yesterday on the full reopening of 
schools in September and the Leadership Group are working through the information provided so 
that we can answer as many questions as we can about how school may look in September. Over the 
coming weeks we will start to take photographs which will be published on the website and Twitter 

to be shared with children so they know what to expect. 
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Diary Dates 
Term dates 2020-2021 

 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

