
This week sees an increased number of children coming back to school 
with 29 in on Thursday across our Key Worker, Reception, Year 1 and Year 
6 Bubbles. Volume in school is certainly increasing which is mainly due to 
the enthusiastic Year 6 Bubble who are practicing their Leavers 
Production. I am absolutely thrilled that from next week we will be 
welcoming back the majority of children in Year 5. I am as anxious as I am 
sure you all are to try and make it possible for more children to come back 
to school as soon as it is possible for them to do so. We are continually 
reviewing the measures we have in place and discussing which group of 
children, if any, we are able to welcome back next. 

I know how difficult it is to support children at home with their learning 
whilst also trying to complete your own work from home so I would like to 
reiterate my thanks to you all for supporting your children through this 
time. While I would strongly encourage you to complete as many of the 
set tasks as possible I would also like to reassure you that we do not want 
your child, or you, to see it as a battle. We have deliberately planned to 
provide no more than 1 hour of maths and 1 hour of English four days each 
week to try and support those families who are balancing more than 1 
child and their own work commitments. I know I have said this before but 
please do get in touch if you are finding Home Learning difficult, we do 
want to support you and your child. 

We have seen numbers engaging with our weekly Drop Ins fall so we are 
looking at how we can make them more engaging for children and will 
share further information on Monday when we have confirmed details so 
please look out for next week’s invitation. Here’s a hint…Scavenger Hunt! 

As always, if there is anything we can do to help further please do email 
families@bethersden.kent.sch.uk and one of us will get back to you. 
Please also check ParentMail regularly and can I ask that you respond to 
all forms that are sent out, we are trying to keep these to a minimum as 
we know how busy you are but they do help us with planning. 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
In Bumblebee class all the children have been working so hard and the Bumblebee team are all incredibly proud 
of them. It has been so lovely to have more children this week and everyone has enjoyed catching up with their 
friends. We have also had a lovely class zoom call where the children enthusiastically shared their learning with 
their friends. We have some very exciting news to share, Miss Finn's clever Dad has built us some lovely mud 
kitchens and the children have loved creating us lots of delicious mud pies. In year one we have been practicing 
our sounds with special attention to the ie: terrible tie sound. In maths we have been using Dienes to help us 
calculate the answers to our adding and taking away questions. The children had great fun practicing their circus 
skills after we read the book the ‘The Singing Mermaid’. Their favourite act was by far the ribbons which we re-
created so they could be taken home. After watching the special assembly with the Duchess of Cambridge we 
talked about the meaning of kindness, the children had great ideas on how we can be kind to the people around 
us which is very important at this challenging time. 
 
This week in Owl class we’ve been focusing on poetry, exploring key features used in this text type. Having learnt 
about similes we’ve created poems all about the father figures in our lives using this particular key feature. We 
would share some with you, but we don’t want to spoil any surprises for Father’s Day on Sunday. In Maths we've 
begun exploring 2D and 3D shapes, using mathematical vocabulary to explore their properties. This week on our 
'Class Drop In' we focused on positive affirmations, sharing ideas and thinking about what it is we can do for others 
at home to make them feel good, as positivity is so important. We hope you all have a lovely weekend – it’s 
certainly deserved after all of your hard work this week – and we hope that you all have a wonderful day on 
Sunday.  
 
It’s been a busy week of Home Learning in Deer Class. We enjoyed a Zoom Quiz at our class drop-in, where the 
children completed 5 rounds of questions and then shared their own Challenge Questions in a special bonus round. 
In Maths, we have been revising partitioning with the part-whole model and have used this for multiplication with 
large numbers. In English we have started exploring Aaron Becker’s book ‘Journey’ developing our comprehension 
skills. We have drawn inferences, examined characters and made predictions. Members of Deer Class have also 
produced some lovely Wider Learning, creating a 3D model of Bethersden and a very impressive Leaning Tower 
of Pisa. 
 
Otter class have continued with their fabulous learning this week. In English, we have been looking at apostrophes 
and Otters have even managed to get to grips with apostrophes for plural possession - go Otters! There were also 
some excellent pieces of creative writing produced. Our Maths has been focused on measurement - length, weight 
and capacity, and making sure we are using those correct units! Otters have also shared some of their learning 
from the subject grids - we have received lots of facts (and jokes) about chickens! 
 
Fox Cub class have been brushing up on using the ‘inverse operation’ and BIDMAS in maths, as well as finding how 
to use active and passive language in their writing (and how many of us remember learning about those in primary 
school?). We are planning for the Fox Cubs to return to school next Monday so the lucky children can have Mr 
Clark physically in front of them teaching, rather than just a ‘Zoom’ image of him in his cycling kit.  We think it’s 
really important that the children get some time re-orientating themselves before the end of term so they can 
hit the ground running when they (hopefully) return in September for their last year in Bethersden. 
 
This week Fox class have continued to recap on multiplication and division in maths with Ellie, Sidney and Cierra 
hitting top score from Monday showing their excellent knowledge of factors, multiples and primes.  The children 
have now completed their pieces of writing to be included in their Leavers Year Book.  Special thanks goes to Mrs 
Smith for collating all the pieces of writing and ensuring they were of the best possible standard.  The children 
in school have started to work on their year 6 “mini” performance. I’m not sure who is more excited, the children 
or the supporting adults!  Needless to say the soundtrack is definitely one the parents will remember!  Huge 
thanks go to Mrs Green for single handily writing the “Lockdown” “small year 6 cohort script” which believe me, 
you cannot find on the internet! 
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Diary Dates Term dates 2020-2021 

 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

Transition for all children 

At this time of year we would normally be starting to prepare children for the transition to their new classes and 
for those children in Year 6 for their move to new schools. This is something we are working hard to deliver to 
children in the best way possible. Mrs Henshaw has been liaising with secondary school colleagues about their 
transition and we will send out details to parents as soon as we receive them from the secondary schools. 
 
For our children in school, we are continuing to work out how we will be able to introduce them to their new 
class teacher. We are trying to work out whether we can invite them in to school or whether it will have to be 
done via Zoom. The Leadership Group will be meeting this week and will let you know how we will be proceeding 
with transition in the bulletin next week. 
 


