
We have had a brilliant couple of weeks back now with more children and 
it has been so good to hear their voices around the school again. I am sure 
you will have heard the announcement from the Government that they 
are now not intending to allow all children back to school until at least 
September but giving schools the freedom, where they can, to welcome 
back more children. This is something we are working on actively as we 
know how important it is for children to be in school with their friends. I 
will let you know more information as we have it. 

Home Learning continues to be set for all year groups but as more children 
return to school in some year groups the balance will rightly shift to those 
in school having more access to face to face teaching. We will continue 
to set the learning but the support for those at home may change as staff 
are working in the classroom. 

Home Learning is vitally important to ensure children do not fall too far 
behind. We have carefully planned Home Learning so that children should 
all be able to complete most of it with little support whilst still benefiting 
from the tasks. When we return to school we know there will be catch up 
required and we will be planning for that over the next couple of weeks. 
We already have extensive plans for September which I will share with 
you over the coming weeks. We are planning for a return to school in 
September as that is what we all want. 

I continue to meet regularly with Governors to discuss our response as a 
school as well as the Leadership Group of the school. I would like to thank 
both of those groups for their hard work and dedication to the school at 
this time. I am also extremely grateful to all the staff who are working so 
hard under difficult circumstances to continue to support the children, 
families and each other. 

As always, if there is anything we can do to help further please do email 
families@bethersden.kent.sch.uk and one of us will get back to you. 
Please also check ParentMail regularly and can I ask that you respond to 
all forms that are sent out, we are trying to keep these to a minimum as 
we know how busy you are but they do help us with planning. 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
It has been so lovely welcoming some of the children back to school in our new normal way in 
Bumblebee class. We have been so impressed with how hard the children have been working at 
school and also with the children doing so well with their home learning. In reception we have been 
working hard outside in the afternoon doing some gardening and creating a brilliant construction 
area. The year ones have been exploring the field and looking at all the nature as well as working 
hard on their wider learning. They have created some spectacular frog life cycles.  
 
As our final term of the year has begun, Owls have been off to a great start continuing their learning 
from home, keeping that momentum going. As a celebration of Children's Safety Week 2020, we've 
been exploring ways in which we can stay safe, especially during the current climate. Owls wrote 
beautiful explanations on 'How to stay safe' as a result. As a further celebration of Children's Art 
Week 2020 this week, we have been learning all about the famous artist Pablo Picasso. Having learnt 
all about Cubism, Owls have been creating artwork inspired by this style of art using geometric shapes 
and bold colours. For our weekly class drop in session on Zoom this week, we created our own art 
gallery showcasing and presenting our artwork produced. The Tate Modern in London certainly need 
to make some space for Owl's artwork, it was truly amazing!  
 
Deer Class have made a successful start to this term’s Home Learning. In Maths, we have been 
revising multiplication using equal groups and sharing for division. In English, we have been exploring 
the character of Miss Trunchbull. We have generated descriptive vocabulary, created 
similes/metaphors and written a character description. We have then used this information to write 
diary entries about our first day at Miss Trunchbull’s school. Deer Class have also been enjoying their 
weekly class drop-ins.  
 
Otters have continued where they left off in term 5 and have started Term 6 with the same 
enthusiasm and determination. This week saw a TT Rockstars take place between the girls and boys 
and although the lead swapped and changed, it was the GIRLS who came out victorious - who will 
win next time? We have also seen lots of work on adjectives and fractions, and some fabulous pieces 
of creative writing. Alongside the English and Maths learning, some Otters have been sharing their 
learning from the subject grids - we have seen a family PE lesson on throwing and catching, a fact 
file on sharks and a French book all about colours! Please keep sharing your learning as we love to 
see what you have been doing. 
 
The Fox cub class bounced back into their learning after the half term with an assessment week set 
by Mr Clark, who is always full of surprises!  The children responded magnificently and have embraced 
the email and feedback facility he activated.  We had a great class drop-in via Zoom, where children 
were able to share what they did over half term.  Hopefully, more children will take part in future, 
where Mr Clark will be delighted to share more of his jokes. 
 
This week, the children in Fox Class, both in school and at home, have been looking back over their 
time here at Bethersden. They have been sharing memories about their first days in school and some 
of their funny moments. The number of children in school has increased this week, so it has been 
lovely to see them back together, spending their last weeks in school having fun outside. Socially-
Distanced fun of course! 
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Diary Dates Term dates 2020-2021 

 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 


