
It has been brilliant to welcome back Year 5 this week with Mr Clark 
preparing them for the start of Year 6 early. They have settled in well and 
have made a really positive start, I am sure they will make an excellent 
Year 6 group next year. For the first time we have provided each of them 
with a tablet computer to build on the successes with Google Classroom 
which they will all keep for the year. We plan to do this for each group of 
Year 6 children to help prepare them for secondary school. 

The teachers have been working hard on end of year reports which you 
will receive by post in a couple of weeks’ time. They have made sure they 
are a celebration of the children’s learning this year whilst in school and 
it is lovely to look back and remember the times that they mention, I can’t 
wait to get back to that in September. The Government have announced 
that they want all schools fully re-open in September and I am continuing 
to work with the Leadership Group and the school Governors to make sure 
we have everything in place so we can welcome you all back on 
Wednesday 2nd September. I am still working to see if we can welcome 
more children back to school before the summer holiday even if it is just 
for a few days whilst working within the limitations we have. 

Next week I will be sending a ParentMail about classes for next year so 
please do look out for this. The letter will inform you of your child’s class 
teacher and support staff as well as an invitation for your child to ‘meet’ 
them on a special Zoom chat. If restrictions permit we will be arranging 
an early opportunity for you to meet their teacher in the new school year 
and I will let you know if this can happen in September. 

Finally, I would like to thank the small group of parents who joined in the 
‘Parent Drop In’ trial earlier in the week. It was brilliant to see how they 
were getting on and they were able to reassure and support each other. 
The trial was a great success and we will be holding more over the coming 
weeks in class groups, starting with those who are not in school yet, so 
you can catch up and share stories. Further details will follow by 
ParentMail in the coming days. 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
It has been another busy week in Bumblebee Class with lots of fabulous learning in class and at home. In 
reception, we have been learning and practising our number bonds to ten and revisiting our sounds. We have also 
been enjoying the beautiful weather and have found some wonderful minibeasts, while we have been hunting for 
some fossils. The children have loved digging in hopes of finding some exciting dinosaur remains and pretending 
to be dinosaurs. In year one, the children have been hard at work creating their own number lines which they 
used to help them with their maths. They have been looking at the book cover of 'The Journey' by Aaron Becker. 
In class, the children are going on an imaginary journey to Scotland to visit the Loch Ness monster and experience 
the local culture by experiencing the local food. Can't wait to tell you all about it next week.   
 
Owl Class have had a busy week packed full of learning. In English we've been focusing on making predictions, 
using the information we've been given about a text (which at first was very little!) We've discovered the power 
of illustrations in stories, as we're delving into Aaron Becker's wordless text, Journey. In Maths we've been 
exploring 3D shapes and their properties, carrying out a 3D shape hunt around our homes. Our Topic tasks have 
been inspired by the Duchess of Cambridge's assembly last week on kindness. We've been thinking about what we 
can do to show kindness to others and importantly to ourselves. It's also been topped off with another successful 
Zoom chat, where we carried out our very own scavenger hunt! Another brilliant week Owls, massive well done!  
 
Deer Class have had another busy week of Home Learning. On Friday, we enjoyed our class drop-in, this time 
playing a game of charades. We saw some very impressive actions for a range of books and films including: ‘The 
Ice Monster,’ ‘The Faraway Tree’ and ‘The Lion King.’ In Maths, we have continued learning about multiplication, 
using the formal written method of short multiplication with two and three-digit numbers. We have also revised 
using the method with exchanging. We have continued on Aaron Becker’s ‘Journey’ developing a range of 
comprehension skills. We have considered characters’ feelings, using open-mind portraits to generate vocabulary, 
have asked questions inspired by an illustration and summarised events in the story. 
 
This week has been another fabulous week with Otter Class. We have received examples of some excellent 
learning from lots of you. In English, we have been focusing on our reading skills and looking at inference - so 
many different ways to interpret the same image! In Maths, money has been our objective, and it was lovely to 
hear about games that Otters were playing to help revise money and values. We have also seen some learning 
from the subject grids again - some fantastic research on the Loch Ness Monster, as well as some work on Scratch! 
 
The Fox Cub Class are back! The children made an impressive return to Bethersden on Monday to start their re-
orientation and begin preparing for their transition to year 6 in September.    The class have been allocated 
personal tablets for their work using Google Classroom, which will feature increasingly in their future 
learning.  We have also been discussing the importance of maintaining our mental health (particularly relevant 
during the current pandemic) and are spending the rest of the week revising number work and grammar.   
 
This week, along with the rest of the school, Fox Class have begun using the beautiful text "Jouney" by Aaron 
Becker.  We have recapped on prime numbers, square and cubed numbers in maths.  We have also completed our 
first maths competition with the winner being announced tomorrow.  The children have really focused on the 
singing parts of the productions and it is sounding spot on. In fact, Mrs Smith has been so successful there are 
more singing numbers being added to the performance as we speak!  The production has also been given a boost 
by more characters joining the class, slotting in really well.  Well done Foxes you are doing an excellent job.  
 
Having finished our daily English and Maths tasks, the Key Worker Bubble have been busy exploring tasks on the 
Wider Learning grids. In recent weeks we have conducted an historical inquiry and drawn conclusions as to 
whether we think the Loch Ness Monster is real (which after much debate we decided it wasn’t). We have designed 
our own towns and built models, revising our knowledge of 3D shapes. We have also spent time outside, building 

a Bug Hotel in the garden, which has already been visited by woodlice, snails, slugs and ants. 
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Life in school this week 

Is the ‘Loch Ness Monster’ 
real – The Key Worker 

Bubble have been 

investigating 
Building a bug hotel in the 

Key Worker Bubble 

Ice creams all round to beat 

the heat! 

Yoga to start the day and to 
support emotional well-

being for Year 5 

Building models of local 

buildings 

 

I’m really happy to be 
back. When I first came 
back there were only 2 

others, now there are lots 
more. 

 

 Ozzy, Year 1 

 

I was OK about coming 
back, it’s really great to 
see my friends. I really 

like our quadrant and we 
also get to do a ‘Leavers 

Play’. Yay! 

 Jorja, Year 6 

 

I was a bit worried. It is 
different but the 

teachers know that and 
they help you. It’s 

better than I thought 
and not scary. I like 

eating outside. 

 Lois, Year 5 

 

We like it, there are less 
children so it is quieter 

and easier to get on with 
your learning. It’s great 

to see our friends. 
 

Indie-Rae, Year 2 and 

Delta-Louise, Year 4 
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Diary Dates 
Term dates 2020-2021 

 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

