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Friday, 20 March 2020 

Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly, I would like to say a big thank you for all your support over the past couple of weeks. It has been 
a very difficult time for our school community and I could not be prouder of the way the children, staff 
and families have pulled together to support each other. The situation remains very fluid and as more 
information is coming out we are working hard in school to understand what we can do to support at this 
time. This morning I met with senior members of the school and the Chair of Governors to discuss what we 
know and have planned so far. I know you may have questions about the implications and I would encourage 
you to email the school office (office@bethersden.kent.sch.uk) and they will pass them on to me for us to 
discuss and respond to. 
 
We will still keep in regular contact with you during the school closure. If you have access to the internet 
you are able to access ParentMail which I know many of you do. All we need to know is your email address. 
Please let the office know your email address so we can keep in touch. If you know a family who does not 
have access to the internet please ask them to contact the school office and we will try and ensure they 
receive all the same information. There will also be regular updates on Twitter so make sure you connect 
with the school @BethersdenSch. The website will also continue to be updated 
 www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk  
 
Packs will be sent home with children today or are available to be collected from the school office which 
will contain your child’s passwords to: 
 
DB Primary (our primary learning resource during the school closure),  
TT Rockstars,  
Spelling Shed,  
SPaG online, a resource to support English 
Read Theory 
Diagnostic Questions 
 
We can also look forward to MathsWatch, an exciting new maths resource which is being set up and we 
will forward login details as soon as they are all set up. For those children who are in school we will send 
them home at the end of the day. If you are unable to collect them as you are self-isolating or unwell we 
will start sending them out on ParentMail next week but please bear with us. If you are able to send 
someone to collect them on your behalf the school office will be staffed between 9am and 3pm until 
Wednesday 1st April. Further details about the school’s access hours will be decided in due course. 
 
We will be setting learning tasks weekly and your child’s class teacher will send a newsletter on Monday 
with all the details of the expectation. As this is a very different time, your child will earn virtual points 
which they can save up to purchase physical gifts on the return to school. These will include things like 
sports equipment, books and games. More details will be sent home soon and teachers will provide regular 
feedback to children on how they are doing. 
 
We have taken the decision to not send children reading books home. Please keep any school books you 
have safe for when we return. If you would like to return the books in the meantime please push them 
through the letterbox or pop them in to the office between 9am and 3.00pm, Monday and Friday as staff 
will still be around. 
 
I will be looking into the possibility of making the school library available at specific times so that children 
who wish to can come and chose a book but am awaiting clarification as to whether this is currently allowed 
under the restrictions that have been imposed on us as a profession. 
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Please do let us know if you change jobs and become a ‘key worker’ as we could then offer to take your 
child in school again. 
 
We are aware that many events have been planned in the school calendar and will communicate with 
families about each of these. Where deposits and payments have been made we will be working hard to 
either move the booking or to obtain refunds where possible which we will get back to you as soon as 
possible. Please be patient, every school across the country will be going through the same processes. 
 
Mrs Henshaw sent out a communication around ‘Free School Meals’ this morning and I would strongly advise 
that you apply even if you think you would not be entitled. Over the coming weeks and months the demand 
on the service will increase and by applying early you will be ahead of the curve. If you need support 
please ring the school and ask to speak to Mrs Henshaw. In the event that you start to suffer financial 
hardship please do get in touch and we will direct you to appropriate support organisations. 
 
For our children in Year 6, we will continue to work with your allocated secondary school to ensure you 
receive the support you need should schools not reopen before September. We still want to do as much as 
we can to make your last year with us special and we are so disappointed not to be able to do this for you 
at the current time. We still intend to create a Year Book as has become tradition and we will hold a 
ceremony to wish you well as soon as the experts say it is safe to do so. As soon as we have decisions on 
these we will let you know. 
 
If you are worried about a child or family while the school is closed you can call the following number for 
advice 03000 411111. If a child is in immediate danger please call the police. If you find yourself needing 
support and would like a member of the school to email you back please email 
safeguarding@bethersden.kent.sch.uk which will be monitored by key staff in the school. 
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to you all for the way in which you have supported the children and 
staff throughout this time. I feel incredibly proud to be part of this incredible school and am very excited 
about getting back together as soon as possible. 
 
Finally, please do not feel you are alone in this. Staff in schools are still working, some will move to remote 
working in the coming days but will still be contactable. If you have any questions, concerns or simply 
want to check in please email office@bethersden.kent.sch and your email will be passed to the relevant 
member of staff. We are working to set up call diversion from the school phone. The answerphone will be 
checked daily in the lead up to the Easter break and we will let you know if we have an alternative system 
in place as soon as possible. 

 
 
Please continue to follow Public Health England guidance on self-isolation and keep up to date with 
the latest Government updates in order to keep you and your loved ones safe. 
 
On behalf of all the staff at Bethersden Primary School please look after yourselves, stay in touch and we 
look forward to welcoming you all back as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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