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Tuesday, 17 March 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your understanding at this very difficult time. I do hope that the 
information you are receiving is reassuring you that, as a school, we are committed to protecting your 
children whilst still trying to maintain the best possible education we can. Information is being updated 
regularly and as soon as new information is available decisions are being reviewed. In light of the current 
situation, in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of Governors, we will be implementing the following 
in order to ensure the smoothest operation of the school for your children. 
 
Firstly, from Wednesday 18th March all after school clubs will be cancelled. Whilst we appreciate that many 
of you rely on the extended care for your children we have to prioritise the school curriculum. Clubs are 
also run by staff who have their own families that have been affected in other schools and institutions. I 
do apologise for any inconvenience caused. Money for clubs will be carried over to next term for you 
automatically. 
 
Tomorrow morning’s Excellence Assembly and Coffee morning will be cancelled. Excellence Awards will 
be presented virtually on our Twitter feed (@BethersdenSch) throughout the morning so please do check 
your app. This is in line with advice to limit ‘non-essential’ gatherings. Whilst we appreciate this will be 
disappointing I hope you will understand that this is in the best interests of everyone at this time. We hope 
to resume both as soon as the advice says it is ok to do so. 
 
The Easter Play performed by Year 3 and 4 will be postponed in order to allow children to rehearse with a 
full cast on a regular basis and also to protect those of you who would want to attend but may feel anxious. 
 
In order to maximize the expertise we have in school and in order to minimise the gaps in learning for 
those children who are absent we will be revising our curriculum from tomorrow morning. I have met with 
teachers today and from tomorrow we will be delivering lessons through the theme of ‘The Environment’. 
Some children’s classes will be merged so we can focus resources as effectively as possible. This will also 
ensure that when we have all children back they will all be at the same point in their learning journeys. 
 
I am also being asked about setting learning for children who are off either unwell or self-isolating. At this 
stage I have asked staff to continue to plan, deliver and mark the learning for their classes so staff will 
not be asked to set learning tasks for those who are off. If your child is feeling well and you would like 
them to complete some learning then I would direct you to DB Primary, Spelling Shed and TT Rockstars. 
This is also a great time to choose some books that they would enjoy. In the event that government policy 
changes we will update this advice. 
 
This is a rapidly changing situation and I aim to keep you all up to date with the actions of the school each 
day. Please do check ParentMail regularly as well as Twitter and our website 
(www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk) for updates 
 
 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

http://www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/

