
These certainly are uncertain times, but I am pleased to say that 
Bethersden Primary School is continuing to move forward and the children 
and staff are going about business as usual. We are pressing on with plans 
to develop true excellence in our school. We are bringing in some changes 
to the children’s timetables after the Easter break which are detailed on 
the letter which accompanies this bulletin and I would encourage you to 
read through the letter. Any questions you have, as always, please do 
bring them to me. The Leadership Group and staff have spent a long time 
planning this change and we are excited to see the impact over the coming 
terms. 

I would like to draw your attention to a couple of new events in the school 
calendar. For the first one, mums and female role models need to stop 
reading now, we are introducing a Mother’s Day Market where children 
can purchase a gift for the mother figure in their life. The gifts will all be 
wrapped and ready to hand out on Mothering Sunday (March 22nd). The 
second event is Bethersden’s Got Talent finals which will be held in school 
on Thursday 26th March and will feature the talents of our children.. 
Auditions will be taking place next week and we have a range of talents 
to share with you. Please make a note in your diary to come along and 
celebrate with us. 

I was really pleased to get the chance to teach Owl class on Tuesday 
afternoon and I wanted to draw a special mention to the children in the 
class who made it an incredibly enjoyable afternoon. It is in the moments 
like that that I really appreciate what a special school we have. 

Please keep reading the ParentMails that we send out with information 
about the school. This is the best way to keep up to date with the school. 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s message 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Headteacher’s message 

2 What’s been happening at 

Bethersden 

3 Otter Class trip to 

Canterbury’s Roman 
Museum 

3 Bethersden’s Book Day 

3   ParentMail +Pay 

3   Film Night 

4   New tech for old tech 

 

 

 

Last week’s attendance 

97.83% 

 

This week’s attendance 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 

This term in Bumblebee class the year 1s have been very busy being taught by all of our subject 
leaders in the school. They have been learning about living memory and beyond living memory and 
the UK in history and geography with Miss Bennet. With Mrs Green they have been learning about 
types of leaves in science and being kind in PSHE. In computing with Mr Clark the year 1s having been 
exploring programming using DBPrimary and in RE they have been learning about Islam. The reception 
children had a fantastic pancake themed day the first week back, trying a variety of toppings and 
using their RWE knowledge to write post it notes to describe the delicious toppings. Reception also 
had a messy afternoon learning about the seasons and creating trees using finger painting to apply 
leaves to trees to represent each season accurately 

Owls have had a busy start to the new term, continuing our History based topic. We have continued 
our learning on Anglo-Saxons, as we've explored events from the Battle of Stamford Bridge. We've 
incorporated our History with our Geography learning, mapping a route of travel that Hardrada would 
have taken to reach Godwinson. We've been using our class text 'I was there: 1066' to support our 
learning, identifying with our main character Edwin - a squire. Next we will be moving onto the 
events of the Battle of Hastings, ready for our class trip to Battle Abbey.  

It has been another busy few weeks in Deer Class. We have continued learning about our topic of 
‘Stone Age to Iron Age’ by investigating Iron Age settlements, as well as exploring the Roman invasion, 
which ended our period of study. In English, we have been looking at the features of non-
chronological reports in preparation for writing our own about the Stone Age. In Maths, we have 
started a new unit of Money. We have been learning to make totals using coins, specifically, making 
totals using the fewest coins. In Science, we have continued learning about rocks, focussing on 
fossils, we have learnt about what fossils are and how they are formed. Alongside all of this, we have 
been working hard on the Easter Play, which we can’t wait to share with families and friends.  

Otters have had a wonderful return from the Spring Break. We are still finding out about the Rotten 
Romans and really enjoyed our trip to the Canterbury Museum yesterday! In Maths we have already 
nailed the unit on area and have moved swiftly onto fractions. We are continuing to follow the 
adventures of Varjak Paw as he battles to save his family, Cludge the dog has now joined the mission! 
In Science we have started the unit on Animals including humans and have been finding out about 
the different types of teeth humans have. Otters are excellent at discussing current topics and issues 
and we have been considering if it’s ever OK to give or receive a dare… What do you think? 
 
Fox Cubs have had a busy start to term.  In mathematics we have begun the first unit in fractions, 
learning about equivalent, proper and improper fractions.  In English we have just completed writing 
a balanced argument debating who is the most important historical Viking warrior.  We are beginning 
a dive into spelling and grammar starting with subordinate clauses and their correct 
punctuation.  Keep up the effort with spelling shed as weekly tests will continue throughout term 4. 
 
We’re nearly half way through the term already, and the Year 6 Foxes are starting to prepare for 
their SATS. We’re busy revising grammar and refining our writing, as well as getting stuck into the 
world of algebra.  Most of the children are attending Monday’s SATS after-school club, and have been 
amazing Mr Clark with the quantity of biscuits they can wash down with squash.  We have also been 
studying Anglo-Saxon communities, life in modern Britain for Muslims, climate change and tag Rugby, 
which the children have thrown themselves into with great enthusiasm (along with the mud).  
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We had an OTTERLY amazing time at Canterbury Roman Museum and learnt 
some more Roman facts. One of them was that they threw their dead at their 
enemies in a catapult. Also, we became minters and made our own replica 
Roman coin. On one side of the coin it had a Roman emperor on it. Another 
thing we did was to have some free time in the museum. It was really 
interesting. Everyone was over-joyed at this OTTERLY amazing trip. Thank you 
to Mrs Moss, Mrs Green, Miss Mexter and Mrs Read for taking us. 

Tillie – on behalf of Otter class 

 

 

Otter Class’ trip to Canterbury Roman Museum 

Thank you to everyone who is currently using +Pay to make payments to the 
school. We are seeing a real benefit to this system in school and we are very 
grateful for your support. We have been looking at the charges that we, as a 
school, pay for the service and have been made aware that if you pay by Debit 
Card or Credit card we pay a lower commission on the transactions than if you 
pay by PayPal. PayPal also charge a fee per transaction each time they are 
used. We would therefore be grateful if you could support us by making 
payments using Debit Cards and Credit Cards wherever possible. 

Should you have any questions please do call in to the school office who will be 
more than happy to help. 

 

ParentMail +Pay 

Bethersden’s Book Day 

We had an incredible day today celebrating our love of reading. Children have come into school dressed 
as their favourite character from their House authors’ best books. This afternoon they spent time 
together in their houses digging deeper into one of their books. The day also saw a book swap where 
children brought in a book they have already enjoyed and every child had the opportunity to take home 
a new book to read. Thank you to Miss Hughes and Miss Finn for organising a great day and to all the staff 
for organising their fantastic house afternoons. 

Film Night 

A big thank you to all the volunteers who ran a very successful Film 
Night last week. Children enjoyed the choice of The Secret Life of Pets 
2, Horrible Histories: Rotten Romans or Toy Story 4 while they 
munched on hot dogs and popcorn. The event raised £300 which will 
go towards exciting new resources for the children. Thank you to all 
the families who supported the event. 
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 

 
March 

Thursday 12th Hearing and vision screening Year R – school nurses 

Wednesday 18th Bumblebee Parents evening from 1.30pm (sign-up sheet in 
office) 

Thursday 19th  Owl, Fox and Fox cubs class trip to Battle Abbey 

Friday 20th  Mother’s Day/Special person market 

Tuesday 24th  Easter play– Deer and Otter class, 6pm, parents welcome 

Thursday 26th  Bethersden’s Got Talent Final 6pm – 7.30pm 

April 

Wednesday 1st  Easter Service, 1.30pm at the church 

 Last day of term 

Easter break The Easter holidays start on Thursday 2nd April until 
Wednesday 15th April.  Thursday 16th and Friday 17th are 
Inset days, therefore children return to school on Monday 
20th April. 

Wednesday 22nd Parents evening, time to be confirmed (not Bumblebee 
class) 

Thursday 23rd Parents evening, time to be confirmed (not Bumblebee 
class) 

May 

Thursday 7th VE Day celebration, more details and time to follow 

Friday 8th Early May Bank Holiday – no children in school 

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

New tech for old tech  

Thank you to everyone who has already donated old 
technology to be turned into cash by the school. There is 
still time to hand in anything; phones, tablets, TVs, laptops 
and games stations that are no longer required. The money 
will be reinvested into resources the children will benefit 
from. 

 

 

 

We can turn your old 
electronic devices into new 

ones to use in school 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

