
It is a real pleasure to be sharing such a bumper Bulletin 
as we reach halfway through this academic year. It 
doesn’t seem that long since we welcomed our new 
Bumblebees to the school who now seem like they have 
always been part of our very special family. I am writing 
this bulletin after one of the busiest Excellence 
Assemblies we have ever had with well over a third of 
our children being celebrated, for a variety of reasons. It 
makes me so proud to see what an incredibly talented 
group of children we are fortunate to have. 

I am also overwhelmed with the support we receive as a 
staff team from you, our families and friends, as we aim 
to provide rich opportunities for the children. Next term 
we have children going out of school for swimming 
lessons, tennis coaching, Canterbury educational visit 
and a visit to Battle Abbey to name a few. For a small 
school I feel we do a lot to enrich our childrens’ learning 
opportunities and we have many more planned including 
ukulele lessons and Bethersden’s Got Talent. 

Many of these events could not be run without the 
support of our families and FOBS who provide money to 
subsidise these activities for which we are all very 
grateful. 

Have a restful and fun half term and we look forward to 
seeing you all back on Monday 24th February at 8.30am. 

Best wishes,  

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 
97.42% 

 
This week’s attendance 

94.42% 
 

Year to date 
attendance 

95.88% 
 

We are aiming for 
excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Bumblebee Class 

In Bumblebee class we have had a wonderful term learning about 
the Great Fire of London. We have been learning about the key 
events that took place during the Great Fire of London and we 
have been exploring the different ways in which we find out about 
the past using sources such as eyewitness accounts. We were very 
lucky to have a visit from a real fire fighter called Rosie. She told 
us all about what it is like to be a firefighter, how we can all make 
sure we stay safe at home and what to do if there was a real fire.  
 
In science we have started our new topic ‘Plants’. We went on a 
plant walk and took photos of the plants around our school. 
Attached is the photo Aggie took of ivy growing up a tree. In our 
next science lesson we used our observation skills to examine the 
roots of plants.  We then sketched what we saw in our science 
books. It was very interesting to see that not all plant roots are 
the same. In computing we have been learning to log on 
independently and access DBPrimary to explore the computing 
pathway where the children have been learning to use simple 
algorithms using this site.  
 
In maths the year 1s have been learning about place value and 
applying this knowledge to solve problems. In maths the year R’s 
have been focusing on counting objects. All children have 
continued to work extremely hard in Reading Writing Excellence 
and it has been wonderful to see their confidence grow. 
 
 
Miss Young, Miss Finn Mrs Grace and Miss Hoogen 
 

Busy Bumblebees 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 3   

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Owl Class 

In Owl Class this term we began our new topic, ‘Time Travellers’ – 
our History based learning. We started learning about the concept 
of chronology, creating a timeline of our lives. We wanted to 
investigate living memory further, so with our inquiring minds we 
created a bank of questions we’d like to ask parents and 
grandparents to seek information about life before us. We had 
such a successful family afternoon finding out about family 
member’s lives. A huge thank you to all of those who took the 
time to join us and for sharing personal photos and items to help 
us deepen our learning.  
 
We’ve now travelled back over a millennium, visiting the Anglo-
Saxons. We’ve been learning about significant individuals in 1066, 
gearing up to our learning about the Battle of Hastings.  
This term has seen a lot of changes for us in Owls, moving over to 
subject specific learning books. One that we’ve been very excited 
about is our art sketch books. We’ve been developing our drawing 
skills, learning about line and texture. We’ve also just moved onto 
Power Maths books, supporting and guiding our learning into maths 
mastery.  
 
We’ve had an extremely busy term in Owls, packed full of writing 
opportunities across the curriculum exploring a variety of genres. 
Have a lovely half term and we’ll see you back for Term 4!  
 
Miss Hughes and Mrs Taylor 
 
 

Owl Class have had a 
busy term 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Deer Class 

In Deer Class, we have been becoming Historians, while exploring 
our topic of ‘Stone Age to Iron Age.’ We have developed our sense 
of chronology by building timelines, helping us to understand the 
vastness of our area of study. We have found out about life in the 
Stone Age, including where Stone Age people lived, and what they 
ate, as well as making comparisons about change over time. We 
have also started using our new Art sketchbooks, with a focus on 
cave paintings. We have learnt to use charcoal and pastels 
effectively, while also exploring the history of cave paintings, with 
reference to the Lascaux caves, in France.  
 
We have continued with a Stone Age theme in English, where we 
have been reading the story Stone Age Boy. Here, we have made 
inferences about what we think might happen in the story, based 
on the front cover. We have also produced a set of instructions on 
how to make a Stone Age weapon, have written a letter home 
from Stone Age Britain and have even written our own stories, 
inspired by events in the book.  
 
In Maths, we have continued with our learning about Multiplication 
and Division. We have used our times tables knowledge to support 
with the multiplication and division of related facts. We have also 
learnt to partition 2-digit numbers to support with multiplying and 
dividing more difficult numbers. We have also learnt to use short 
multiplication, with an extra challenge of multiplying with 3-digit 
numbers! 
 
Our Science topic this term has been Rocks. Having started the 
term finding our own ways to classify rocks, based on their 
properties, we have since tested the permeability and hardness of 
rocks. We now understand why Stone Age people used Flint for 
their tools, as it was one of the hardest rocks we tested against 
Mohs Hardness Scale. Additionally, we have learnt how the three 
rock types form, using wax crayons to model the process. 
 
Earlier this term, Deer Class were given the opportunity to 
participate in a First Aid course, from FAB First Aid. Here the 
children, learnt how to treat a burn, apply a bandage, and most 
importantly learnt the life-saving skill of CPR. 
 
I hope you all enjoy the half term, and I look forward to 
welcoming you all back at the start of Term 4.  
 
Miss Bennett and Miss Simpson 

Deer class enjoyed 
learning all about first aid 



 

 Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 5   

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Otter Class 

What an amazing term we have had in Otter Class!  The children 
came back from the Christmas break happy and ready to learn!  
We have been working hard at learning our times tables and 
applying them to our learning.  At the moment we are dividing 
using the part whole method and we are very excited to have 
received out new Power Maths Books! 
 
English sees us following the adventures of the brave Varjak Paw, 
he may be a pet cat, but his instinct is strong, Jalal would be 
proud.  Reading continues to be a strong focus for us, and we are 
enjoying seeing all the different stories that children are reading 
at home.  Mrs Green is reading ‘The Outlaw Varjak Paw’ the 
sequel to our class book.  I bet lots of Otters will want to read it 
too!  Along the line of reading, thank you to the parents who 
attended our books and biscuits session.  The children love to 
share their learning with you and the extra bonus was a visit to 
the book fair! 
 
The Rotten Romans have gone down a storm in Otter Class.  We 
have explored the rise of the Roman Empire and Key characters, 
including Boudica.  Nobody really knows what she looked like, but 
we have paintings and descriptions to help us imagine.  We 
created our own pictures of this amazing lady. 
 
Otters have nearly completed their course of swimming lessons 
and we are proud of how well they have all done.  
  
This term, please can we ask that you encourage your Otter to 
read as frequently as is possible – ideally every day.  Can they also 
practise their times tables, we are participating in a TT Rockstars 
battle over half-term, so logging on and spending time on those 
times tables will be very useful! 
 
Mrs Green, Mrs Moss and Miss Mexter 

Otter class have been 
learning to appreciate 

the importance of 
personal space 
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Fox class enjoyed the 
visit or Councillor 
Jessamy Blanford 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Fox Class 

We are coming to the end of Term 3, and therefore half-way 
through the year – and getting very close to saying farewell to 
Year 6 as they embark on their new lives in secondary school.  We 
were very impressed with the way all the children bounced back 
after the long Christmas break, and they soon got stuck-in to their 
studies.   
 
Both the Foxes and Fox cubs started their class text, Beowulf - the 
Foxes with Mr Clark and the Fox cubs with Mrs Solomon.  The 
book, by Michael Morpurgo, is the oldest story in English history, 
and is linked to our wider learning subject of Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings.  The children have so far been studying where they came 
from and why and have been looking at their legacy in the form of 
local place names.   
 
Did you know that Ashford was an old Saxon village established in 
893 AD by inhabitants escaping a Danish Viking raid, who were 
granted land by a Saxon Lord for their resistance?  Year 6 have 
also been trialling ‘Power Maths’ on behalf of the rest of the 
school, and their feedback has been instrumental in rolling it out 
across all year groups.   
 
The class has also been studying Islam, science (electricity), art, 
swimming and online safety, with the house captains delivering 
training throughout the school to coincide with Safer Internet Day 
on 11th February.  We’re now looking forward to Term 4, when the 
days will start getting lighter and the smell of spring will be in the 
air (we hope!).    
 
Mr Clark, Mrs Solomon, Mrs Green and Mrs Smith 
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It was great to see so many children and parents attend last night’s 
Books at Bedtime event. I know that the children really enjoyed the 
stories told by the staff and I suspect many of the families enjoyed 
30 minutes of guilt free reading with a drink and a biscuit. It was 
good to see how much support we are developing for reading in 
school. 

Thank you to those who donated, we were able to raise £** which will 
be put towards buying some challenging books for each year group. 

 

Who enjoyed Books at 
Bedtime most? 

Books at Bedtime 

Mother’s Day poem competition 
We have been approached by St. Margaret’s Church for help with their 
Mother’s Day service. Over the half term break if you are stuck for something 
to do, why not encourage your child to write a Mother’s Day poem which could 
be used by the church as part of their special service to celebrate ‘Mums’. 
Poems do not need to be long and can be written for any ‘Mother-figure’. 
Please decorate your entries and hand in to your class teacher after half term 
so we can pass them on. If you would like to attend the service, you are more 
than welcome. Further details to follow. 

 

Reader of the Term 

As mentioned in a recent bulletin we have moved away from Buster’s 
Book Club this year and have started our own competition to encourage 
children to develop a love of reading. In our Excellence Assembly this 
week we announced our first winners who were presented with a £10 
Amazon voucher to spend towards a new book for themselves. I am 
delighted to announce the first winners were: 
 
Bumblebees - Dolly 
Owls - Evan 
Deer - Shawn 
Otter - Rudi 
Fox Cubs – Joe 
Fox - Harry 
 
The competition will again be running next term and we look forward 
to seeing who will win the voucher next time. Thank you to FOBS for 
donating the money for this new and exciting incentive. 

 

 

What will they spend their 
voucher on? 
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Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 11th February 2020 
On Tuesday 11th February we marked national Safer Internet Day 
2020 with a whole school assembly, which was led by Sidney and 
his mixed Year 5/6 team from Fox Class.  This had been preceded 
by Year 6 House captains working with mixed teams of Fox and 
Foxcubs and Deer Classes to provide training, which was delivered 
the previous Friday in house assemblies.  It was difficult to 
remember that these are just young primary school children when 
you saw how confidently and professionally they delivered their 
workshops.	

Inset Days for 2020-2021 
In order to help you plan your family holidays so that children do not miss school days the INSET 
days for next year are listed below. Please do remember that holidays taken in school term time 
will be treated as an unauthorised absence and you may receive a penalty notice and a fine. 
 

Tuesday 1st September 2020	
Friday 28th May 2021 
Monday 19th to Tuesday 21st July 2021 
 

Thank you for your support with our efforts to develop excellent attendance attitudes. 
 
 Emails to staff 
So that we are able to respond to email enquiries quickly would you please send all emails for staff, 
including the Headteacher, to the office email address (office@bethersden.kent.sch.uk). Staff email 
addresses are not constantly monitored which may lead to a delay in a response being sent. Also, 
many emails can be answered by the school office immediately. 
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Diary Dates Dates for your diary 
 

Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

February 
Monday 17th HALF TERM 17th – 21st February 
Monday 24th Children return to school 
Tuesday 25th Year 3 and Year 5 first swimming session (6 sessions) 
Thursday 27th  FOBS Film night 
March 
Thursday 5th Otter class trip to Canterbury 
Thursday 19th  Owl, Fox and Fox cubs class trip to Battle Abbey 
Friday 20th  Mother’s Day/Special person market 
Wednesday 25th Easter Play – Deer and Otter class, time will be confirmed 
Thursday 26th  Bethersden’s Got Talen Final 6pm – 7.30pm 
April 
Wednesday 1st Easter Service, time to be confirmed 

Last day of term 
Easter break The Easter holidays start on Thursday 2nd April until 

Wednesday 15th April.  Thursday 16th and Friday 17th are 
Inset days, therefore children return to school on Monday 
20th April. 

Wednesday 22nd Parents evening, time to be confirmed 
Thursday 23rd Parents evening, time to be confirmed 
May 
Thursday 7th VE Day celebration, more details and time to follow 
Friday 8th Early May Bank Holiday – no children in school 
 

www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk 
 
@BethersdenSch 
 
01233 820479 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


