
What a fantastic couple of weeks we have had in school since the last 
bulletin. Visits from Councillors, a Fire Fighter and lots of parents and 
grandparents have been some of the highlights. 

We are currently revising our curriculum so that it is more exciting for the 
children whilst ensuring high levels of progress for all. One of the exciting 
things we want to share with you is the introduction of Power Maths. 
Power Maths is based on the highly successful Shanghai method of maths 
teaching and places a higher focus on mathematical dexterity and deepens 
understanding of the reasons rather than simply practising the operations 
of maths. We are very excited as a school to be using this resource and to 
be part of a research group of schools working across the South East. It is 
really hard to explain in words so next term we will be hosting our popular 
Books and Biscuits afternoons where we can show you it in action. Dates 
will be sent out early next term. 

Before we get to next term I am delighted to say that the popular ‘Books 
at Bedtime’ event will return this year. It would be lovely to see lots of 
families again as we celebrate our love of reading. You can find more 
details on page 3 of this bulletin. 

I attended a parish meeting last week where discussions around the 
upcoming VE Day Celebrations were being planned and would like to invite 
you to spend an afternoon with us as we celebrate this historic day. The 
event will take place on the afternoon of Thursday 7th May and will be a 
community wide celebration so please let your friends and neighbours 
know. More details will be sent out nearer to the event but I can promise 
you it will be an afternoon to remember. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.93% 

 

This week’s attendance 

94.50%% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

95.88% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 

Last week in Bumblebee’s we had a very special guest, Rosie the firefighter. Rosie told us all about 
what it is like to be a firefighter, the important jobs she has to do and all of the important 
equipment she has to use to keep her safe. Rosie let us try on her special firefighter hat and her 
amazing jacket. In Science we have continued learning about the properties of everyday materials 
and took part in another experiment. We tested a variety of materials to find out which one would 
make the best crash mat for Humpty Dumpty to stop him from getting hurt when he falls off the 
wall. We used real hard boiled eggs and we think it's safe to say by the end of the experiment 
Bumblebee class did give off quite a stink. In PE we have continued working on our handball skills 
and have focused on spatial awareness and practiced bouncing, catching and dribbling.  

In Owls we've recently moved onto multiplication in Maths and we've been exploring a variety of 
strategies to help us solve multiplication; including equal groups, number lines and arrays. In English 
we've been planning and drafting our own fictional stories, inspired by the traditional tale 'Little Red 
Riding Hood'. We've been aiming to use a variety of sentence types in our tales, including 
exclamations. Our History learning however has certainly been a highlight. To help us with our 
understanding of chronology, parents and grandparents came in to tell us about their lives and 
together we created timelines. Lovely questions were asked, inquisitive minds keen to learn about 

the living memory; behaving like true historians.  

In Deer Class we have continued learning about our topic of ‘Stone Age to the Iron Age.’ We have 
learnt about life in the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic Ages, and found similarities and 
differences between them. In English we have been exploring the book ‘Stone Age Boy.’ We have 
written descriptively from a character’s point of view, and have written sets of instructions, on how 
to make Stone Age weapons - did you know Stone Age people had their own glue, made from bee’s 
wax? In Maths we have continued learning about Multiplication, using counters to help when 
multiplying a two-digit number.  

Otters are continuing to show a dedicated and positive attitude to their learning this term and are 
embracing our moto of ‘not wasting a second!’  We are so proud of how many children are sharing 
our love of reading and are reading at home on a regular basis, keep it up Otters!  On top of this 
Otters are also working hard to move up the leader board in both TT rock stars and Spelling shed. 
We are so proud of you!  We have been working on our times tables in Maths and are ready to attack 
our new unit on multiplication and division.  We are now about a quarter of the way through our new 
class text, Varjak Paw, and it’s really beginning to get exciting! Will Varjak ever find a dog?! We are 
also enjoying exploring the Romans, the Roman Empire spread all around Europe, making it a truly 
multicultural community as it collected citizens from all the countries that it passed through!  On 
top of all of this Otters are learning to swim like... well Otters!!  And we have received some super 
positive comments about their progress!  Well done Otter Class! 

We’re already half way through Term 3, so it won’t be long before the Year 6 Foxes are half way 
through their last year with us at Bethersden – a scary thought!  We are now starting to prepare for 
SATS season and thinking about transition to secondary school, which the children are approaching 
with a very positive attitude – they are determined to make it a fun and enjoyable experience, rather 
than something to be feared.  Year 5 are now working with Mrs Solomon from the moment they come 
into school in the mornings, which means both elements of Fox Class (Year 6 and Year 5 Fox cubs) 
can focus straight away on their age-appropriate learning for maths and English, with a staff to pupil 
ratio that must be the envy of teachers across the land. 
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We have an increasing number of children who are being collected late from school on an evening. Whilst we 
appreciate that there are times when traffic can make you late could we please ask that you are on the playground 
at 3.10pm to pick up your children. After school staff are involved in training and running clubs which can mean 
delays and later finishes. Some staff also have to leave promptly to collect their own children and if they are left 
with your child this can cause unnecessary worry and delays for them and their children. Please arrive promptly 
and if you know you are going to be late inform the office as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made. 

 

 

Late pick ups 

From next week we will be having a selection of pre-loved uniform available to buy. It will include, 
sweatshirts, trousers, skirts etc. which have been donated to the school. All items will have been 
washed. If you have any good quality school uniform that your children have grown out of, we would 
be grateful if you would wash it and hand it in to the school office for use in this project. 
 
If you would like to have a look at the uniform please pop into the school and have a chat with Mrs 
Henshaw who will be happy to help you. 

 

Pre-loved uniform 

Books at Bedtime – We L    ve Reading 

Our popular event, Books at Bedtime, returns for its third year on Thursday 
13th February at 5.30pm. The event coincides with our We Love Books 
events and Scholastic Book Fair. Children are welcome to come back to 
school in their pyjamas with their favourite bedtime toy for milk, cookies 
and a range of stories read by the school team. Whilst the children go off 
for a story, parents can enjoy a drink and a chance to sit down, guilt free, 
with your own favourite book or magazine. Please reply to the ParentMail 
that will be sent out confirming your attendance, so we know how many 
cookies to get. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Please note – all children must be accompanied at this event. 

ParentMail and Film Night 

Thank you to the parents who responded to the question on ParentMail 
regarding the wrap around care club for the school. We will now be 
trialling sending out more sign up documents using this method. The 
first of these will be for the upcoming FOBS Film Night which will take 
place on Thursday 27th February. On the form you will be asked to 
select from a choice of films and food option. Further details will be 
sent out on Monday. 
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 

Date Event 

February 

Friday 7th  Otter class Books and Biscuits 

Monday 10th  Fox class Books and Biscuits 

Tuesday 11th  Owl class Books and Biscuits 

Wednesday 12th Deer class Books and Biscuits 

Thursday 13th   Bumblebee class Books and Biscuits  

 Books at Bedtime from 5.30pm 
Monday 17th HALF TERM 17th – 21st February 

Monday 24th Children return to school 

Thursday 27th  FOBS Film night 

Easter break The Easter holidays start on Thursday 2nd April until Wednesday 15th 

April.  Thursday 16th and Friday 17th are Inset days, therefore children 

return to school on Monday 20th April. 
 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

New tech for old tech  
Thank you to everyone who has already donated old 
technology to be turned into cash by the school. There is 
still time to hand in anything; phones, tablets, TVs, laptops 
and games stations that are no longer required. The money 
will be reinvested into resources the children will benefit 
from. 

 

 

 

We can turn your old 
electronic devices into new 

ones to use in school 

 

As you are aware, parking around the school at drop off and pick up times, including at the end of 
after-school clubs, can be challenging. Please do remember to park legally and safely having 
consideration for our neighbours. We do appreciate that it can be tempting, especially in wet 
weather, to try and get a little closer to the school but this can present dangers to children, families 
and residents. Regular patrols are being made by Ashford Borough Council around schools where 
parking has been raised as an issue, or which we are one. Thank you for supporting our efforts. 
                             

 

Parking 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

