
We have had a very busy first two weeks in school and an incredible start 
to 2020. This week we celebrated 23 children who all had 100% attendance 
from September to Christmas, each was awarded a certificate and bronze 
badge. For those who still have 100% at Easter they will be awarded a 
silver badge so I look forward to seeing how many will still be at 100%. 
Our year to date attendance currently stands at 95.90% which is an 
incredible achievement. Good attendance has been proven to be one of 
the key factors in GCSE and A Level success. This year we will be focusing 
on punctuality as this has a huge impact on readiness to learn, not just 
for a child who is late but also for the rest of the class. 

Learning starts at 8.30 each morning in every class with a range of learning 
activities and social time, members of class teams welcome children to 
the classroom and sort out any concerns about the day ahead. This time 
is also used to hear children read or, for children who may be struggling 
with learning, to put in place extra taught sessions to help them catch up. 
For those children who are already doing well the time is used to stretch 
them with carefully planned extension and deepening tasks. Please help 
support this important time by getting your child to school as close to 
8.30am as you can. At the moment, a total of 2,121 minutes has been lost 
to children arriving late. That is the same as 5 1/5 missed school days 
since September. 70% of children have no late marks recorded this school 
year which unfortunately means 30% of our children have had at least 1 
late mark recorded. 

We will be having a big push on individual reading this year and you can 
read more about this on page 3. I hope you had chance to read the letter 
sent home last week about the importance of reading and how you can 
support. If you have any questions please speak to your child’s class 
teacher. 

Finally, we sent a question out this week by ParentMail regarding after 
school provision known as wrap around care. This is childcare that runs 
later into the day and would be paid for. Please do take the time to simply 
reply yes or no so I know whether there is enough interest to look into the 
possibility of setting one up. This is in response to your feedback at 
Parent’s Evening. 

I look forward to working with you all this year as we strive to achieve 
excellence for Bethersden Primary School. 

Have a great weekend. 
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Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 
Bumblebees have a new wider learning theme ‘The Great Fire of London’! We have travelled back 
in time to visit 17th century London to develop our understanding of the past by comparing London 
as it was then to London today. I am also very excited to announce that we will soon have a visit 
from a real life fire fighter. In computing we have been learning to log on and use the basic 
features to use DBPrimary and learn using the many games and activities DBPrimary provides. As 
well as DBPrimary we have been turning up the competition with our other amazing online resource 
Spelling Shed. The children have also been very busy in PE, they have started their new unit 
‘Handball’ developing their ball control and team work skills. Keep up the hard work Bumblebees 
at school and home I can’t wait to see what we will learn this term. 
 
Our first week back in Owls after the New Year has been packed full of new learning. For our new 
topic, Time Travellers, we've been exploring the concept of chronology, identifying events within 
our living memory. We've used topical vocabulary to support our understanding of time, as we've 
spotted that we haven't yet been alive for a decade, whilst Mrs Taylor's been alive for over 3! In 
English we've been focusing on sentence types and we've spotted that exclamation sentences are 
rather tricky, particularly as they seem so similar to how questions are formed. What a 
headache it's caused! (Can you spot what we did there?)  

Deer class have made a great start to Term 3. We started the term with our new topic of Stone Age 
to the Iron Age, we shared our current understanding of the topic, as well as discussing what we 
would like to find out. We also built a timeline to demonstrate the vastness of our topic. From 
early man in the Palaeolithic Age, to the end of Iron Age at the invasion of the Romans, we 
chronologically ordered two million years of history! We have also completed our Maths topic, 
learning multiplication and division facts for the 3,4,and 8 times tables and understanding 
remainders, when whole numbers cannot be shared equally. In Science, we have started learning 
about rocks, so far we have examined different rocks, and devised ways to classify them, such as: 
heavy/light, rough/smooth and shiny/dull. 

Otters have settled back into the new year very well.  We have a new class motto of 'not wasting a 
second!' and this has been embraced by our year 4 children.  We are also having a real focus on 
reading.  Most Otters have been bringing their reading records in every day this January, keep this 
up Otters!  We are linking all our learning this term through 3 core concepts: Belonging, Power and 
Belief.  With this in mind we have begun reading Varjak Paw by SF Said as part of our Literacy and 
we are already captivated by the family of Mesopotamian Blues...who never go outside!  Maths sees 
us learning our times tables and related facts.  In Geography and History we will delve into the 
world of Ancient Rome and 'feel the buzz' in Science as we explore electricity!  What an exciting 
term we have ahead of us! 

What a brilliant start to the term we have had in Fox class.  All of the children returned refreshed 
from their time off, and threw themselves enthusiastically into their studies.  The Fox cubs (Year 5) 
had the delight of meeting their new teacher, Mrs Solomon, and have adapted well.  Year 6 are still 
stuck with Mr Clark but their morale is high, despite this.  Both classes have started studying the 
ancient English story of Beowulf and Year 6 composed some great letters to the Prime Minister, 
which were actually sent off to No. 10 – we await a reply! 
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Reading is a key focus for our school this year as we aim to develop our children’s love of books. We are also 
introducing a new reading incentive this year to replace Buster’s Book Club. Buster’s Book Club was great at 
encouraging classes to read however, it did not reward individual readers for their effort. FOBS have kindly 
donated some money and each term, in every class, a child will be picked for their Excellence in Reading. This 
could be for reading regularly, for improved fluency or for simply loving reading. Each winner will then receive a 
voucher to spend. 

 

 

 Reading incentives 

We have suffered this week with quite a lot of rain which has highlighted the need to send a 
reminder about coats. Please could you ensure that your child brings a coat to school with them 
every day as the weather can change rapidly so what starts as a dry day can quickly become wet. 
We do try to get the children outside as much as possible and with the correct clothing that is 
possible. Some coats that look really warm may not be suitable for wet weather so if you are 
replacing a coat please do also consider if it is waterproof. 
 
If your child does not have a coat, or you have one that your child has grown out of that you would 
like to donate to the school, please contact Mrs Henshaw who may be able to help out. 
 

 

Coats 

Books and Biscuits – We L    ve Reading 

This term’s ‘Books and Biscuits’ afternoons will be dedicated to a shared 
love of reading. Each class will spend the time differently but during the 
session you will get chance to visit our Book Fair with your child to select 
from a range of high quality texts. All the most popular authors will be 
available to purchase and for every book we sell we receive money back 
to spend on books. This year we would like to use any money raised to 
enrich the choice of books in the classrooms so your support is greatly 
appreciated. Dates are on the next page 

First Aid training for children 

Today, all children in Deer, Otter and Fox classes have spent time 
learning how to provide first aid to an injured or ill person from Help 
Save Lives First Aid. They have learnt the basics including how to stay 
calm and get help (dialling 999), how to help someone who is choking 
and how to perform CPR. Let’s hope they never need to use it but so 
reassuring that we now have all these children prepared to step in if 
needed. They were praised by Rhona who delivered the training for 
their manners, enthusiasm and attentiveness so a huge well done to 
them all. Have we inspired any doctors, nurses or paramedics? 
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 

Date Event 

February  

Friday 7th  Otter class Books and Biscuits 

Monday 10th  Fox class Books and Biscuits 

Tuesday 11th  Owl class Books and Biscuits 

Wednesday 12th Deer class Books and Biscuits 

Thursday 13th  Bumblebee class Books and Biscuits 

Monday 17th HALF TERM 17th – 21st February 

Monday 24th Children return to school 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

New tech for old tech  

Thank you to everyone who has already donated old 
technology to be turned into cash by the school. There is 
still time to hand in anything; phones, tablets, TVs, laptops 
and games stations that are no longer required. The money 
will be reinvested into resources the children will benefit 
from. 

 

 

 

We can turn your old 
electronic devices into new 

ones to use in school 

 

As you are aware, parking around the school at drop off and pick up times, including after after-
school clubs, can be challenging. Please do remember to park legally and safely having consideration 
for our neighbours. We do appreciate that it can be tempting, especially in wet weather, to try and 
get a little closer to the school but this can present dangers to children, families and residents. 
Regular patrols are being made by Ashford Borough Council around schools where parking has been 
raised as an issue, of which we are one. Thank you for supporting our efforts. 
 

 

Parking 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

