
  

Well what a week we have had with three excellent performances from 
Key Stage 1 of their play, ‘The Mouse in Santa’s House’ which were both 
packed with visitors, family and friends. The children have all performed 
so confidently and have really shown a dedication to their characters and 
singing which makes me feel so proud. A lot of hard work has gone in to 
the production and I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did. Thank you to 
the children, parents for providing the costumes and practicing lines and 
to all the staff who have contributed. 

The Christmas Cracker event will be taking place this afternoon with lots 
of prizes, games and stalls to enjoy. A huge thank you to everyone who 
has worked together to put on this event for the children and families of 
the school. These events not only provide great opportunities for families 
to join in with fun activities but also raise valuable funds to support the 
children’s wider opportunities in and around the school. 

Next Wednesday is an incredibly busy day in the school as the children and 
staff will be enjoying a performance of ‘The Snow Queen’ in the morning 
followed by our Christmas dinner. In the afternoon, the whole school will 
take part in a carol service in St Margaret’s church and I invite you all to 
come along and enjoy the sounds of the children singing. I am sure the 
church will be very full but that will add to the atmosphere. 

All that remains is for me to wish you a very Happy Christmas and New 
Year on behalf of all the staff and governors at Bethersden Primary School 
and we look forward to seeing you all back on Monday 6th January 2019. 

With warmest Christmas wishes, 

 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s message 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Headteacher’ s message 

2 What’s been happening in 

Rabbit Class 

3 What’s been happening in 

Owl Class 

4 What’s been happening in 

Deer Class 

5 What’s been happening in 

Otter Class 

6 What’s been happening in 

Fox Class 

7 News from the Governors 

8 Diary dates 

9 

10 

 

Last week’s attendance 

94% 

This week’s attendance 

95.83% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.91% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening in Bumblebee Class 

In Bumblebee class this term we have learnt so much and 
pushed ourselves to new learning limits or should that be 
unlimited. This term we had a very special visit from 
Sinterklaas. We learnt all about Sinterklaas and his journey 
across Europe. We made shoes and left carrots for his horse 
and in return he delivered for each of the children special 
Dutch biscuits called pepernoten. They were delicious. In 
English and guided skills the year 1s wrote Christmas 
stories. The year 1s carefully planned their ideas and each 
day built upon these ideas and carefully crafted them into 
wonderful Christmas stories which they read to the 
reception children. The reception children were very 
impressed. 
 
All of the hard work the children put into this year’s 
Christmas play truly paid off and we put on three amazing 
performances. We were so proud to see the youngest 
members of our school perform with confidence and 
Christmas cheer. It will without a doubt be a Christmas 
play we will remember for many years to come. 
  
The Christmas theme has spread through all of our lessons 
this week and we have enjoyed making Christmas 
decorations and cards. We also learnt about the nativity 
story and acted out the key events from the story. We also 
talked about the true meaning of Christmas and why 
Christmas is such a special time of year and isn’t all about 
the gifts we receive. Bumblebees you have been absolutely 
wonderful this year I cannot wait to see what 2020 has in 
store. 
 
Happy Christmas from Miss Young, Mrs Grace, Miss Hoogen 
and Miss Finn 
 

Bumblebees have had a rich start 

to learning this year 
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In Owl Class we have been on a journey within our own 
locality, venturing further afield across the wider world. 
Our Geography learning has been inspired by our classic 
class text ‘The Wizard of Oz’. We learnt all about Kansas’ 
geography and have compared it to our own here in Kent. 
Beautiful posters were created, both in class and as home 
learning that have been proudly displayed. Our text has 
also inspired our English learning, as across the terms 
we’ve been learning about a range of genres and text 
types. We have learnt about how to write poems, 
narratives, diary entries and character descriptions. We 
focused closely on language used, pushing ourselves to 
develop our language within our writing. The work that’s 
been produced has been absolutely outstanding for a Year 
2 class.  
 
A particular highlight across this recent term has got to be 
our first ever Christmas Play at Bethersden. The children 
have exceeded themselves; from learning their lines, to 
rehearsing the songs and perfecting their actions, they’ve 
simply been amazing! A massive well done to everyone for 
their outstanding dedication and commitment.  
 
I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! Get a good rest, ready for not only a brand new 
year, but a brand new term packed full of new learning! 
 

Miss Hughes and Mrs Taylor 

What’s been happening in Owl Class 

Owl class have been getting stuck 

in to their learning together 
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In Deer Class, we have continued learning about our topic of 
Journeys. In English, we have discovered the world of Narnia, 
through our class text of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 
We have used a range of important report writing features to 
write newspaper reports re-telling the battle for Narnia between 
Aslan and the White Witch’s armies. We have also written stories 
about our own adventures in Narnia, inspired by our immersion 
day. Here we travelled through the magical wardrobe, had a 
biscuit at Mr & Mrs Beaver’s dam, rebuilt the Stone Table, visited 
the White Witch’s castle and even sampled some Turkish Delight! 
 
In Maths, we have continued learning the column method for 
addition and subtraction. We can now use the compact method 
effectively, including exchanging hundreds, tens and ones. We 
have also started work on multiplication and division, with a 
focus placed on the x3,x4 and x8 tables (remember Deer Class, 
keep practicing these).    
 
Our Science topic this term has been Magnets. We have learnt 
that magnets have a North and South Pole, that some metals are 
magnetic and that magnets have an invisible force called 
magnetism. To test our knowledge, we completed a range of 
activities, such as: painting with magnets, racing toy cars, 
catching fish and searching for treasure. 
 
As part of our Wider Learning, we have been learning about tribal 
journeys, inspired by the story Handa’s Surprise. We have 
explored the Luo, Maasai and Yaaku tribes of Kenya, specifically 
the journeys they make for food and water. We have learnt about 
the traditional wax-resist art technique of Batik, used by Maasai 
artist Nicholas Sironka to teach about Maasai life. We have made 
our own Batik using candle wax and watercolour paint.   
 
We have had a great term in Deer Class, with the extra 
excitement of welcoming Mrs Simpson into our class. We both 
look forward to welcoming you all back after the Christmas 
holiday.  
 
Merry Christmas from Miss Bennett and Miss Simpson 
 
 

What’s been happening in Deer Class Narnia has been a highlight in Deer 

class so far this year 
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In Otter Class this term we have transformed into 
explorers. Discovering our world, we have looked at the 
Northern and Southern hemispheres and the tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn. We have discussed the climate 
around the globe, exploring places we would like to visit 
and how we could travel there. We have also ventured 
together to Antarctica – looking at its harsh climate and 
landscape and the penguins that inhabit it. Children have 
amazed us with their home learning produced on this 
topic, including fact books, models and art work.  
In Maths this term, we have been working on our addition 
and subtraction, building our mathematical language and 
problem solving skills. Everyone has been working hard in 
this area and many have shown great leadership roles and 
supporting one another.   
In English we are nearing the end of our book Sky Song and 
are all eager to find out how the story ends. Children in 
Otter class have embraced this book wonderfully, 
demonstrating great comprehension as they follow the 
characters in this gripping adventure.  
PE this term has had a focus on dance. We have been 
demonstrating our choreographing skills, working in groups 
and practising our routines. We have also been 
participating in yoga sessions – the children have really 
enjoyed this. 
 
Happy Christmas from Mrs Swann, Mrs Moss and Miss Mexter 
 

What’s been happening in Otter Class 

Otter class have been collaborating 

with their learning a lot 
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Term 2 has just whizzed by for Fox Class, and we seem to 
have packed so much into it.  The children have continued 
with their studies of WW2, looking at life on the home front 
in Britain exploring rationing, evacuation, and life under 
German occupation in the Channel Islands.  They have also 
explored life in Germany from the point of view of 
children, both under the Nazi regime and also as victims of 
it in the Holocaust. This has provided inspiration for some 
wonderful descriptive writing.  We have also continued 
introducing Power Maths, based on the maths mastery 
principles of developing mathematical fluency, and are 
already seeing the benefits of increased confidence and 
competence across all the children.  Other subjects have 
involved studying the human body in science, programming 
and networks in computing, Christianity, drawing 
techniques in art, learning about pulse and rhythm in 
music, and field hockey skills in what turned out to be 
some of the foulest weather of the term – the children 
performed with enthusiasm and determination, which can 
really be said of every activity they participate in.  The 
Foxes have also built on our school’s links with the 
community, serving refreshments in the church every 
fortnight and attending the Remembrance Day service, 
where they read the names of the fallen and also gave a 
presentation of their learning in place of the sermon. 
 

Merry Christmas from Mr Clark and Mrs Smith 

What’s been happening in Fox Class 

Fox class have had a very busy and 

diverse term 
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Governor news 

New Chair of Governors 

On behalf of the board of governors I want like to thank Mrs Buckman for her 
considerable input, hard work and commitment as Chair of Governors over the last 
few years.  

Following on from our governor meeting on Wednesday 27th December I am delighted 
to have been elected as the new Chair. I have been a Community Governor at 
Bethersden since July 2017 and my 2 daughters attend the school. 

We have an extremely active Governing Body at Bethersden who work very closely 
with the Headteacher and all the staff. We are all passionate about the children in 
our school and the rich education and wider opportunities they receive.  

The governing Body is made up of individuals who bring their own personal strengths 
in areas such as Finance, Health and Safety or Personnel who work together to ensure 
a balanced board with the skills to support and challenge. If you know of anyone who 
has a particular area of expertise that is interested in becoming a school governor I 
would love to hear from them 

 Finally, on behalf of all the governors, I’d like to wish you all a Merry Christmas. 

  

Jenn Read 

Chair of Governors 

 
Head lice in School 
 
We have been made aware of several cases of head lice in school in the past 
week.  The holiday period is an ideal time to check your child for head lice 
and treat if required.  If you require more information on head lice or how to 

treat them please contact your local pharmacist. 
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