
There has been some incredible learning taking place over the last couple 
of weeks which you can read about on the next page. One of the biggest 
changes is in our maths curriculum where we are now using the a new 
structure based on the teaching of maths in Shanghai, the highest 
performing education system in the world so we look forward to seeing 
our children’s mathematical ability develop over the coming years. 

Today, the children and staff have elected their Class Champions’. These 
will replace the old School Council and bring a Bethersden Twist to school 
improvement and the voice of our children in the process. The Class 
Champions will attend regular ‘Leader’s Lunches’ with myself and other 
leaders around the school to discuss initiatives and concerns in school over 
a meal. Class Champions will canvass the opinions of their class and feed 
these back to the leaders of the school. They will also then be responsible 
for feeding back the minutes of the meeting, informing them of decisions 
taken and the reasons for these. True democracy at work. 

I am delighted to announce that the following representatives have been 
elected as the first Class Champions: 

Bumblebees: Aggie and Matilda 

Owls: Albie and Teddy 

Deer: Shaun and Delta-Louise 

Otter: Caleb and Tillie 

Fox Cubs: Erin and Phoebe 

Fox: Jorja and Taiyla-Dene 

Minutes of the meetings will be published on the school website so you 
can keep up to date with the meetings too. As their confidence grows and 
their roles develop they will also be invited to attend Governor meetings 
where they will feedback on their impact in school improvement. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 
This term we have continued to be busy little Bumblebees. In maths the Reception children have 
been exploring and using the language ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to identify groups of objects and the Year 
1’s have been learning to add using their knowledge of number bonds, parts of a whole and problem 
solving. In science we learnt how to record and interpret data and we started our new science unit, 
everyday materials were we named and explored a variety of materials and even discussed what 
materials were man-made or natural. In our wider learning we learnt about Guy Fawkes and the 
gunpowder plot understanding the key features of the events and the impact it has today. We are 
also very proud to share that we have started rehearsing for our Christmas play ‘The Mouse in Santa’s 
House’.  

In Owls we've been using our class text 'The Wizard of Oz' to inspire our work across the curriculum. 
In English we've been learning about how to write an effective character description. We learnt about 
powerful adjectives, deepening our understanding of vocabulary, the importance of using paragraphs 
in our writing and techniques such as similes. The final pieces of writing produced were beautiful! In 
Geography we've been learning all about Kansas, locating where it is in the world and thinking about 
what geographical language we can use to describe where it is. Having learnt some geographical and 
fun facts about this American state, we produced posters with the information that we'd learnt.  

Christmas is now fast approaching and play rehearsals are well underway! It's evident how many 
children have been perfecting their lines, learning them at home. Thank you for the continued 
support with such a magical time of year for us in KS1. Well done Owls!  

Over the last few weeks, Deer Class have continued on their journey into Narnia. They have been 
taking on the role of reporters, learning to write a newspaper report re-telling events at the Stone 
Table and the Battle for Narnia. In their Wider Learning lessons, Deer Class have been learning about 
Kenyan tribes (inspired by the book Handa’s Surprise), they have learnt about their culture as well 
as different journeys they go on, such as collecting water and hunting for food. In Maths, the class 
have continued learning about column addition and subtraction and have started learning about the 
inverse operation. 

Our topic of ‘Explorers’ continues to flood our learning in Otter Class. We have been looking at the 
Antarctic, following Shackleton on his journey on the Endurance and learning how to survive in 
arctic conditions. In English, we have been writing a diary entry from the perspective of one of the 
main characters from our class text. We have also been looking at how to change the atmosphere in 
our writing, using different techniques. Otters have also been very enthusiastic about 'Spelling 
Shed', practising their spellings at home. 
Column subtraction has been our focus in maths and we are becoming confident in explaining what 
we have been learning using mathematical language. 
In PE we continue to develop our dance and are looking at the chorus and choreographing our own 
sections. 

The Foxes have had another busy few weeks of learning.  In English, we have continued to develop 
our reading and writing skills using ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ as inspiration.  In maths, we 
have been getting to grips with ‘Power Maths’, a scheme based on the Shanghai maths mastery model 
which the school is investing in to enhance the children’s enjoyment, resilience, understanding and 
attainment in maths.  However, the highlight of the past two weeks was certainly the impressive 
performance of the nine girls and boys who represented the school at the Bethersden Remembrance 
Sunday wreath laying and in church afterwards, where they gave a clear and confident presentation 
of their studies of WW2.  They received numerous compliments from the congregation and raised the 
profile of the school in the community. 
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It has been really pleasing to see the enthusiasm children have shown for our new Home Learning policy. DB 
Primary, Spelling Shed and TT Rockstars are certainly proving very popular and there has been some great 
competition both within and across classes. Please do continue to support your child with the ‘assignments’ as it 
is a great way for you to keep up to date with what they are learning in class. 

Also, please continue to read with your child as often as possible making sure that you spend time discussing what 
they have read, exploring new words that they come across and asking them to predict what they think will 
happen next in the book. If you would like any support with helping your child with reading at home please make 
an appointment to speak to their class teacher or Miss Hughes who champions English and Reading in our school. 

 

 

Download the app to keep 
up to date with school 

events and notices 

 Home Learning 

We are well into the swing of preparing the children for Christmas and have many exciting events 
we invite you to join us for. Owls and Bumblebees are practising their Christmas Play, which features 
some incredibly catchy tunes to get your feet tapping. The whole school is also busy brushing up on 
Christmas favourites ready for our Carol Service in St Margaret’s Church. 
 
Christmas dinner will be held on Wednesday 18th December where the whole school enjoys eating 
together. Menus have been sent out by ParentMail. 
 
Please do join us for Excellence Assembly on Wednesday 4th December to see how the children have 
transformed the hall and given it a Christmassy makeover. 
 

 

Christmas events 

Parent Mail 

Parent Mail is the main way we communicate with you about school 
events and share information relevant to your child. There are different 
ways of receiving the notifications but the simplest is to download the 
ParentMail app (available on both PlayStore and iStore). 

If you need any support downloading or setting up ParentMail please 
contact Mrs Rowson in the school office who will be pleased to help you. 

Please remember to keep us up to date if any contact details change so 

you don’t miss out. 
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 
Date Event 

December  

Friday 6th Non-uniform day in return for filled jars for Christmas Cracker 

Wednesday 11th KS1 Christmas play – 1.30pm 

Thursday 12th KS1 Christmas play – 6.00pm 

Friday 13th Christmas Cracker 2.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 18th Christmas lunch for children in school 

Carol Service – 1.30pm 

Last day of term 

January  

Monday 6th Children return to school – Term 3 begins 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

New tech for old tech  

Do you have an old phone lying around gathering 
dust or an iPad/laptop that you have updated and 
don’t know what to do with it? As a school we can 
use your unwanted and unused electronic gadgets 
to turn them into new devices for children to use 
in class. Please drop them in to the school office 
and we will do the rest. This is an ongoing 
initiative so if you receive a shiny new phone for 
Christmas please consider donating your old one 
to the school. 

 

 

 

We can turn your old 
electronic devices into new 

ones to use in school 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

