
There is only one way I can possibly start this bulletin and that is with a 
huge thank you to everyone who helped to organise the Fireworks and 
Fangs event last Friday. It was such an incredible event and considering 
the size of our school to be able to offer something like that to our 
community was impressive. The event was led by a group of governors 
who I am very grateful to. For those of you who were not able to make it 
we welcomed almost 400 people through the gates who were treated to a 
range of games, delicious foods and finally almost 25 minutes of flashes 
and bangs that rivalled many events that charge large entry fees. 

I am grateful to the governors for agreeing to make this an event free to 
our families as a thank you for the support you show the school. We have 
received fantastic feedback from all who attended and as a result I am 
delighted to say we will be running the event again next year and hope it 
will become an annual event in our calendar. 

Plans are now well underway for our Christmas Cracker and I will be 
sharing further details with you in the near future but for now please put 
Friday 13th December in your diary and start telling your friends to keep 
the day free. 

Thank you to those of you who took the time to fill in the annual parent 
survey at the recent Parent’s Evenings. I am delighted to summarise the 
results of the survey which will be sent out next week. I am pleased to 
say that the responses were overwhelmingly positive. Those comments 
that fell short of what we hoped have been discussed with the parents 
who put their names on, by the Leadership Group of the school and will 
be part of the next Governor meeting where we will be discussing how we 
can address these points. 

I really do appreciate feedback and do take any concerns seriously so 
please do always let me know if there is an area where you think we can 
improve as a school. You can make an appointment to speak to me by 
popping into the office or chatting to me on the gate. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr. Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.41% 

 

This week’s attendance 

96.41% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

95.94% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 
In maths the Reception Bumblebees have been learning about money and have been using 
money language in their play to develop their knowledge. The year 1 children have been 
learning about partitioning and number bonds to 10 using numicons to deepen their 
understanding of number. We have all been very busy in our new Reading Writing Excellence 
groups continuing to learn new sounds and are trying to apply our knowledge of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar to up level and improve our writing not just in Reading Writing 
Excellence but in all subject areas.  

Owl class have had a fantastic start to the new term, full of exciting learning and events. 
In English we've been using our story The Wizard of Oz to inspire our writing of character 
descriptions. Linked to this theme of wizards and witches, to celebrate Halloween we had 
a KS1 Halloween themed day. Our classroom was transformed into the School of Magic. We 
read the story 'A Magical Muddle' and used the text to inspire our very own spells. We 
also conjured up potion recipes and have turned these into our very own spell book! I 
wonder which spell we could use on Mr Gawthorpe.....  

Wonderful learning has taken place and memories have been made. Let's see what this new 
term will continue to bring us! Well done Owl Class!  

It’s been a great start to the new term in Deer Class. Already, we have set off on a new 
journey, having introduced our new class text of The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe. We 
have written descriptively about Lucy’s first trip through the wardrobe and into the 
magical land of Narnia, and discussed whether we think the White Witch is a hero or a 
villain. Taking inspiration from the book Handa’s Surprise, in our Wider Learning lessons we 
have also started learning about the journeys taken by different people around the world. 
In Maths, we have been busy learning about column addition, we have used counters to 
help with exchanging and are beginning to understand the compact method. 

In Otter class we have been continuing our ‘Explorers’ theme this term, following Ernest 
Shackleton’s adventure to Antarctica on the ship Endurance. Children have been exploring 
Antarctica - where in the world it is, what life there is like and how you would need to 
adapt to survive there. In PE, we are looking at street dance. We are enjoying learning a 
routine, keeping in time and counting the beats of 8 (Mrs Moss keeps reminding us how 
important our times tables are as we need them in our dance)!  English saw us using our 
descriptive writing skills to describe a setting including adjectives and our senses. We have 
also been discovering ‘Spelling Shed’ - practising spellings that focus on a sound pattern we 
have been learning in class. 
 
It’s only just over a week since we returned from the half-term break, but we seem to 
have crammed so much into those few days.  The Foxes have been busy designing and 
constructing their 3D models of Bethersden’s St Margaret’s Church and the war memorial, 
building on the research they did as part of their field study before the holiday.   This 
involved not only using their art skills, but also planning, maths, design and communication 
as they were split into groups and allocated roles by their peer team leaders.  The detail of 
the memorial was particularly impressive and befitting of the Remembrance Day 
commemorations this coming weekend, in which several of the children will be taking part. 
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It was fantastic to see some of the learning created as part of our recent 
locality study on display in the hall this week. A huge thank you to Miss 
Bennett who organised the events. Each class spent time exploring our 
local area focussing on the buildings, people and history of the village. The 
writing in books is of a really good standard and is clear that the children 
not only enjoyed the opportunity but also now have a greater 
understanding of the village and its community. 

 

 

Some of our models that 

were created 

Locality study 

Attendance 

We are now getting into the colder months of the year and it is important that children come to 
school each day prepared for cold and wet weather even if it is bright and sunny when you leave. 
The weather can change rapidly, and we still like to get children out in the fresh air as much as 
possible so please do send them in with coats. 
 
We also have had an increasing number of children coming into school in branded tops rather than 
school jumpers. Please do send your child in to school in the correct uniform and if you are having 
difficulty in finding uniform please let us know. If uniform is becoming worn or is lost, please do try 
to replace it as quickly as possible. It might seem like we nag about uniform but again it is 
establishing good habits before children attend secondary school where rules are much stricter and 
consequences for children not in the correct uniform are applied. Thank you for your support. 
 

 

This week we have had a visit from the Kent County Council School Liaison Officer who monitors school 
attendance. She spent a couple of hours looking through the attendance data for our school and was 
really impressed with the improvements made on attendance across the school. She has also left us with 
some other things to do to support families in getting children in to school as we are still slightly below 
the target set for us.  Good attendance is crucial in academic success but also in supporting good habits 
for life beyond education so please do continue to support our drive for excellent attendance. 

 

 

Uniform reminder 

Reading afternoons 

Our Reading Afternoons have been a huge success across the school this week, with Fox Class still 
left to go. Reading is so important to us at Bethersden and having such amazing participation and 
support from families has been incredible. Thank you to everyone who attended and shared their 
passion for reading with the children. More importantly, thank you for having a go at using the 
techniques shared. It was so lovely to see children engage in meaningful conversations about the 
texts being read. Driving this passion for reading is precisely what we need to instil a love of reading 
overall.  

Thanks again.  
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 
Date Event 

November  

Friday 15th Children in Need (see below) 

  

December  

Wednesday 11th KS1 Christmas play – 1.30pm 

Thursday 12th KS1 Christmas play – 6.00pm 

Wednesday 18th Christmas lunch for children in school 

Carol Service – 1.30pm 

Last day of term 

January  

Monday 6th Children return to school – Term 3 begins 

  

  

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

 

Children in Need – Friday 15th November  

Next Friday sees Children in Need return to our screens and as always we will be supporting this 
worthwhile charity in our own special way. Children and staff will be invited to come to school that 
day in return for a donation to the charity, we suggest a minimum of £1 per child. We will also be 
lucky enough to welcome the Dance Dasher’s from Homewood who will again dazzle us with their 
specially choreographed routine. Please do send in some bits of change with your children to throw 
into their collecting buckets. We will let you know how much we donate in the next bulletin and on 
Twitter. 

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

