
At the end of our first term I am so proud of what we have already 
accomplished this year. Thank you for all the donations for last week’s 
Harvest Festival in the church and to those of you who came along to the 
service. It was lovely to see the church packed with so many families and 
friends supporting the children who I am sure you will all agree performed 
beautifully. It was great to see the confidence that they all displayed and 
a special mention must of course go to our new Bumblebees in their first 
‘public performance’. 

Thank you to everyone who attended Parent’s Evening over the least two  
days. It was lovely to see so many of you hearing about your child’s 
successes so far. If you were unable to make either of the nights please 
do speak to your child’s teacher who will arrange a time to meet with you. 
On the evenings many of you completed our annual Parent Survey which 
helps me to understand what we currently do well and what we could do 
better. Thank you for filling them in. I will now be taking time with the 
Leadership Group and the Governors of the school to plan our next actions 
on our journey to excellence. If you did not get chance to complete one 
and would like to, please drop in to the school office. 

It is now only 2 weeks until our first ever Fireworks and Fangs event and I 
was delighted to see how many of you intend to come. I would like to 
thank the Governors of the school for organizing this event and for 
agreeing to make it free for our families as our way of saying thank you 
for your support. I have now been here just over two years and can 
honestly say I feel so proud to be part of such an incredible community 
with dedicated families, staff and governors who all work so hard for the 
children of our school. I really hope you enjoy the event. I am also 
incredibly grateful for all the support you have given to the school and me 
personally. Your tickets will be sent out after the holiday and I look 
forward to sharing in the event with you. 

Finally, have a restful and enjoyable week off with your children and 
families and I look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 28th October 
at 8.30am for our busiest term of the year…..Christmas! (Sorry, had to 
mention it….69 days to go). 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Bumblebee Class 

In Bumblebee class this term we sure have been busy. Our wonderful 
new reception bees have settled in perfectly. They all confidently 
come into school each morning ready to take on a new day of learning 
and fun. Equally our year 1’s have really stepped up to becoming year 
1 leaders, exploring their new curriculum with curiosity and 
determination.  
 
This term we have learnt all about different types of families and 
celebrated what makes us special and unique. In PSHE we read Monty 
the Manatee which has inspired activities all about being a kind friend 
and exploring different emotions we may feel and how we can manage 
these.  
 
In science we have been using out scientific skills to describe and 
compare a variety of common animals and identify, name, draw and 
label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body 
is associated with each sense.  
 
In RE we have been learning about Christianity; having fun retelling 
bible stories through drama and taking a trip to our local Christian 
church to explore its special features.  
 
During our locality week we had an excellent morning exploring the 
beautiful village of Bethersden. We used our field work and 
observational geography skills to conduct a traffic survey creating tally 
charts of the different types of transport spotted making its way 
through Bethersden.  
 
This half term don’t forget to have a go at using DB Primary. I would 
love to see as many of you as possible using the educational games, 
uploading your home learning and starting your own blog. Have an 

amazing half term Bumblebees! 

Busy Bumblebees 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Owl Class 

In Owl class we’ve had a busy start to the academic year! We’ve been 
behaving like writers, authors, scientists and geographers – delving deep 
into a variety of skills.  

We started the term with all of Owls showing off their fantastic writing 
abilities, as we wrote narratives inspired by the text ‘Be Brave Little 
Penguin’. We planned, drafted, edited and published our stories. Each 
individual story combined created our class text ‘Be Brave’, packed with 
beautiful illustrations.  

Inspired by our class text ‘The Wizard of Oz’, we used our knowledge of 
the scientific method to carry out our own science experiment. We had 
predictions of slime and explosions, only to find out that we’d created 
tornadoes! Fortunately for us, ours didn’t whisk us away to an unknown 
land, as we know there really is no place like home.  

As our main character, Dorothy, is so desperate to travel back home, we 
decided to focus on our own locality – our home at Bethersden. We 
identified the difference between human and physical features, in order 
for us to identify such key features in Bethersden. OS maps were used to 
explore the village, identifying key symbols to support us. We mapped 
out a route around Bethersden, locating the important buildings. We 
then used our maps to follow the route as we took a tour of the village. 
The geographical language that was used throughout was incredible, 
Owls have certainly mastered their geography learning this term!  

As our first term together as Owls, we had our first Books and Biscuits 
afternoon. The turnout was amazing – a massive thank you to all family 
and friends that attended to share and celebrate the children’s learning. 
We explored DB Primary as an online classroom. The engagement we’ve 
had so far with children accessing learning at home, setting themselves 
self-learning tasks, has been amazing! We’ve had many celebrations 
shared in class for DB Primary successes, as well as TT Rockstars and 
Spelling Shed.  

Thank you Owls for such a successful start to the year!  

Miss Hughes  

 
 

Owl Class’ first book 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Deer Class 

What a great first term in Deer Class. Over the last few weeks we 
have continued learning about our topic of Journeys.  
 
In English, we have been learning about the voyages of Sinbad the 
Sailor. Here we have acted out Sinbad’s third voyage and re-told 
the story in groups. We have continued learning about map reading, 
with a specific focus on grid references and OS map symbols. All our 
hard work was put into practice during our class walk as part of a 
whole school locality study. Deer Class were able to follow a map 
route around the village using main roads, secondary roads, 
footpaths and bridleways, as well as identifying a range of human 
and physical features. On returning from their walk, the class 
created beautiful sketch maps of their journey, and used data 
presentation methods to show the number of cars they counted in 
Bethersden. 
 
In Maths we have continued work on addition and subtraction of 
three-digit numbers and have started learning how to exchange 
values using Dienes blocks and counters to support. This will help 
us considerably when starting the column method after half term. 
 
Thank you to all who were able to join us at our first Books and 
Biscuits of the year. We looked forward to welcoming you into class 

again during the next busy term!  

Out and about in 

Bethersden 
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What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Otter Class 

What a fabulous first term we have had in Otter class; full of 
learning, creativity and smiles. 
 
Over the last two weeks we have really enjoyed our locality study, 
where we have been looking at Bethersden with a real focus on its 
history and geography. We have looked at old photographs of 
Bethersden and maps of the local area and then proceeded to 
produce our own map. A highlight of the study, I think we would all 
agree, was our walk around the village - looking at the different 
types and ages of houses along with other important buildings in the 
area. 
 
To develop our maths skills during this study, we collected data 
whilst on our walk (we looked at the volume of traffic in three 
different areas) and then used this information to present our 
information in a clear and precise way. Which area do you think 
would have the highest flow of traffic? 
 
With lots of exciting learning planned for next term, please can we 
ask that you encourage your Otter to read as frequently as is 
possible – ideally every day. Can they also practise their times 
tables, we are participating in a TT Rockstars battle over half-term, 
so logging on and spending time on those times tables will be very 
useful! 
 
 

Our locality study walk 
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Learning to be Scientists 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School – Fox Class 

Where has Term 1 gone?  It doesn’t seem like six and a half weeks 
ago that the children returned after the summer holidays to launch 
into their studies and it’s a pleasure to be able to report that they 
all did this magnificently.  Both year groups (5 and 6) have 
integrated well as most were together in last year’s Otter Class, 
although this year are having separate Maths and English lessons, 
which means a really high adult to pupil ratio.   
 
Year 6 have had the pleasure of trying out the new maths mastery 
scheme that the school will be investing in, which has already 
proved successful in getting the children to use a wider range of 
vocabulary, making connections between different elements of this 
subject and also overcoming common misconceptions.  Our wider 
learning this term, and next, has been based on WW2 from the 
civilian point of view, with the children learning about the 
economic and political build-up to the conflict, civil defence and 
rationing.  
 

Both the Foxes and Fox Cubs have been reading John Boyne’s ‘The 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’, which raises subjects such as racism, 
extremism, and relationships, all of which are relevant to the world 
we live in today.  This has been supported by the study of Judaism 
in RE and evolution and inheritance in science.   
 

Probably the highlight of the term, though, has been Tiger Troop 
personal development course, which ended on Monday with the 
final session followed by presentations of awards.  The children 
worked really well and were genuinely commended by the troop 

staff for their teamwork.  
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Thank you to all our families who joined us for our first Books and 
Biscuits events of the year. As always, they were incredibly well 
supported and I hope you found it useful to see some of the 
technologies we use in school to enhance your child’s learning. Over 
the next term our new Home Learning approach will be in place which 
uses these technologies to motivate and support your child. Please do 
encourage them to log on and complete the learning that is set. If you 
need any help accessing the sites please let Mr Clark know who will be 
happy to help. 

 

 

Bethersden’s DBPrimary 

Home screen 

Books and Biscuits 

FOBS AGM 

Along with this bulletin you will have received a letter explaining the new Home Learning Policy 
that the school will be implementing after the October half-term. This has been designed based on 
the latest research and feedback from children and parents. Please do support your child with the 
tasks that are set. 
 
Reading is the key to a child’s success at school and in life so please do spend some time each 
evening reading with them. We do try to read regularly with children in school but your support is 
crucial in them becoming confident learners. Next term Miss Hughes has organised some special 
reading Books and Biscuits afternoons where you will get the chance to take part in reading activities 
with your children. Please do come along to them. If you would like any advice on reading with your 
child please let your child’s teacher or Miss Hughes know and they will be happy to speak to you. 
 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended this year’s Annual General Meeting of 
FOBS. It was the best attended in many years and again shows the commitment 
of our families to the school. I hope you all had chance to read the Chair’s Letter 
which was sent out last week. There are certainly some exciting times ahead for 
the children of the school. If you were not able to get to the meeting it is never 
too late to offer your support. If you would like information about how you could 
get involved please email  www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/FOBS and a member of 
the team will get back to you. 

 

 

Reading and Home Learning 

Football goals update 

A big thank you to Curt and Harry from Fox class for organising 
yesterday’s successful penalty shootout to raise money for a second set 
of goals. The event was really well supported and I am delighted to say 
that not just one but two new goals have been delivered to the school 
based on their hard work. Well done and thank you. 

 

 

http://www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/FOBS
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 
Date Event 

October 

Monday 28th Oct Children return to school – Term 2 begins 

November 

Friday 1st  Fireworks and Fangs 5pm – 6.30pm 

Monday 4th  Otter class Reading Afternoon – 2.30pm 

Tuesday 5th  Bumblebee class Reading Afternoon – 2 .30pm 

Wednesday 6th  Owl class Reading Afternoon – 2.30pm 

Friday 8th Deer class Reading Afternoon – 2.30pm 

Thursday 14th Fox class Reading Afternoon – 2.30pm 

December  

Wednesday 11th KS1 Christmas play – 1.30pm 

Thursday 12th KS1 Christmas play – 6.00pm 

Wednesday 18th Carol Service – 1.30pm 

Last day of term 

January  

Monday 6th Children return to school – Term 3 begins 

  
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 
 

Fireworks and Fangs 

Goodbye and good luck 

It is with sadness that we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Padilla on 1st November after many years 
supporting children at Bethersden Primary School. She will be leaving to pursue a new challenge 
working in secondary education. I am sure you will join us in wishing her the best of luck and many 
happy times there. 

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

