
What a third term we have had, so much to celebrate and enjoy. I hope 
you have all had chance to read our Ofsted report. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you, the governors and staff for the support 
you have shown as we have made changes to the school over my time 
here. I hope you feel as proud as I do to be part of such a wonderful 
community. 

We have introduced lots of new opportunities this term including Zumba, 
Science Club and today’s highly successful skipping workshop. Next term 
we hope to bring even more exciting events to Bethersden.  

This week’s Book Week has been one of the highlights of my time here. 
It was wonderful to see the faces of the children (and their parents) who 
came to ‘Book at Bedtime’ on Wednesday and enjoyed a range of stories 
read by staff and Governors. Thank you to everybody who came to 
support the event and for the purchases you have been making from our 
Book Fair which will allow us to buy some new and exciting books for the 
school library. 

Have a wonderful half term break and we look forward to seeing you all 
back on Monday 19th February. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher’s message 

If you have not seen our Ofsted report please visit the school website to 
download a copy or pop in to the school office and we will be delighted 
to print you a copy. Below are some of the highlights of the report. 
 
‘Pupils enjoy school and are enthusiastic about their learning.’ 
 

‘…the quality of teaching and learning across the school is good and 

improving, along with pupils’ outcomes.’ 
 

‘Parents value the small, friendly and caring ethos of the school.’ 
 

‘Pupils have a number of opportunities to work with the local church 

and other community organisations. This is having a positive impact on 

pupils’ well-being and social development, as well as increasing the 

impact that the school is having on the wider community.’ 
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Last week’s attendance 

97.01% 

This week’s attendance 

92.76% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.29% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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Thank you for taking the time 
to fill in the questionnaires. 
 
What are we doing with the 
results of the questionnaires 
you filled in? 

 

Look at the incredible 

learning your child has 

taken part in recently. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

Thank you to everybody that took the time to complete the Home 
Learning questionnaire. We had 42 responses which we are now 
analyzing. The staff will be considering Home Learning after the 
break and we will let you know the findings and outcomes in the 
first bulletin of the new term. 
 
In summary, there is good support from parents for Home Learning. 
However, we have not yet got the consistency, balance and 
challenge of the work sent home right yet. We will be working hard 
to address these in the coming weeks, 
 
 

As we look forward to a well-earned break it is great to be able to look back 
at what the children have been learning recently. 

 
Elm class have been enjoying their new topic ‘On the Farm’ and have been 
learning about the farm animals, what they produce and the life cycle of 
chickens. There is a beautiful display in class that the children produced 
using a range of art techniques. The children have continued to make 
excellent progress in the Reading, Writing Excellence lessons. In Maths they 
have been learning about the order of numbers and how to estimate. 
 
Ash class have been learning about The Bumblebear and have created the 
most incredible stories and display in their classroom. They have also been 
learning about animals in science, including their adaptations. Some very 
strange creatures were created from their learning. 
 
Beech class have been reading ‘The Promise’ by Nicola Davies. It has inspired 
some beautiful creative writing. The topic about the Romans has continued 
to inspire especially learning about the different Gods. There was a delicious 
smell wafting through the corridors yesterday afternoon as they finished the 
term by baking cookies. 
 
Oak class have been time travelling and are now in the Tudor times. They 
have explored the houses, pictures and amulets. Their next stop is the 
Victorians. In English they have been reading the London Mystery Eye and 
created some impressive writing. 
 
Chestnut Class have been busy over the last few weeks analyzing the rise of 
the Third Reich, learning about Judaism and even testing soil from Mars 
looking for signs of life. They really enjoyed their Zumba taster session. They 
have also continued to be brilliant ambassadors for the school serving tea 

and cake at the St Margaret’s Church coffee afternoons. 

Home Learning Questionnaire 
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I held a meeting with the Chair and Treasurer of FOBS on Tuesday to 
discuss future fundraising events in school. At the meeting we agreed 
that the school and community deserved a Summer Spectacular and the 
core team will be concentrating on organising this over the coming 
months. In order to give them the space that they need to organise 
something special I have suggested that for now they concentrate on 
that. If you would like to get involved in organising the Summer 
Spectacular FOBS would love to hear from you.  

 

As a school we will organise events for the next couple of terms but will 
be asking for your support at the events which are so popular with the 
children. Look out for information after half term as to the small roles 

we would like help with. 

 

  
Bethersden Summer Spectacular. 

How can you help? 

Friends of Bethersden School 

Governor update 

What an excellent term we’ve had! 
 
I hope you have all had the chance to read the OFSTED report, following 
the school’s inspection.  I would like to thank Mr Gawthorpe and all of the 
incredibly hard working staff for their efforts in establishing Bethersden as 
a securely GOOD school. This was not one day of ‘good’ practice, but 
consistent, excellent practice with a clear vision for the school’s future, 
which was clearly evident to the OFSTED inspector. We as governors are 
proud to be part of such a success. 
 
Governors have also been busy supporting the school in many ways. We 
spend time in classrooms talking to pupils about their learning, discussing 
with teachers the work they have been doing with their classes; I have 
particularly enjoyed looking at displays around the school, an area which I 
know staff have worked very hard to improve.  
 
It is a real privilege to be involved with this excellent school and I look 
forward to the coming terms and all of the exciting things the school has 
to offer. 
 
Mrs Sam Buckman 
Chair of Governors 
chairofgovernors@bethersden.kent.sch.uk  
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Diary Dates 

 
 

 

 


