
It has been an incredibly busy start to term and the children have all 
quickly settled back in to learning. Each class has started their new topic 
and I hope you found this term’s newsletters informative. The classroom 
displays are looking really good and there are new celebration of 
learning boards for each class in the hall. 

At the end of last term we saw a real dip in attendance and I would like 
to encourage you to send your child in to school every day where 
possible. We are happy to administer medication and will always ring 
you if we feel your child needs to be at home. Attendance is crucial to 
your child’s learning and every day missed can affect their long term 
education. There are of course times when children should not be in 
school. If you are unsure please call the school office who will be happy 
to advise you. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

 

Headteacher’s message 

At Bethersden Primary School your child’s welfare and safety are very 
important to us. We have a team of staff who have received higher level 
training to support your child. Mr Gawthorpe is the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead alongside Mrs Henshaw. In the next few weeks Miss 
Beale will also undertake the training. 
 
Should you have any concerns about a child’s welfare then please make 

an appointment to speak to one of us. 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.22% 

This week’s attendance 

94.96% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

94.84% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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What do you think about our 
Home Learning at the 
moment? 
 
Can you help us to increase its 
impact on your child’s 

learning? 

Look at the incredible 

learning your child has 

taken part in recently. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

In your child’s book bag today you will have received a 
questionnaire asking your opinions about the Home Learning your 
child currently receives. As a school we are looking at the Home 
Learning we provide. We would like your opinions as we develop 
our policy and practice. Please complete and return a 
questionnaire for each of your children. The results will help to 
inform how we provide Home Learning in the future. 
 
I will let you know the results of the survey after the February half 
term break. Thank you in advance. 
 
 

Busy, busy, busy in class this term. Here’s a taste of what has been going on. 
 
Elm class had a fantastic afternoon tasting a range of Chinese foods as part 
of their learning about Chinese New Year Celebrations. They also spent time 
learning about pandas and wrote some incredible fact files about them. 
 
Ash class have been learning about toys from the past in their new topic. 
This included some brave parents coming into school and sharing the toys 
they used to play with when they were younger. The children prepared 
questions in advance to ask. They would like to thank the parents who came 
in, it was lovely to have some first-hand accounts to write about. They have 
also been learning about inverse operations in Maths which will help with 
problem solving. 
 
Beech have been learning about the structure of non-fiction texts related to 
their new topic on the Romans. They have explored area and measurement 
in Maths. In their topic lessons they have made Roman shields, mosaics and 
pottery. 
 
Oak Class have been creating non-fiction pages linked to their topic of 
Ancient Egypt. They have been finding out about mummification as well as 
other customs that were practiced. In Maths they have been learning 
methods for multiplication. 
 
Chestnut Class have been reading the book ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ 
in English and have been exploring the language and social issues the book 
has raised in a very mature way. In their topic they have been learning about 
some of the key events and reasons behind World War 2. 

 

Home Learning Questionnaire 
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Just a gentle reminder that children are expected to be in school uniform 
each day. PE kit should be a plain white t-shirt and plain black shorts or 
tracksuit. Plain black ankle boots are acceptable in the winter. Jewellery 
is not permitted, unless worn for cultural reasons, other than small stud 
ear-rings for safety reasons. Make up is not permitted in school including 
nail polish. 

Children being in uniform is important as it creates a feeling of oneness, 
belonging and equality. Please help us to keep our school looking smart 

and our sense of community 

  
Uniforms raise a child’s 

expectations of themselves. When 

dressed like their friends it helps 

them work as a team which boosts 

learning and collaboration. 

Uniform, jewellery and make up 

Punctuality and the morning routine 

Mrs Henshaw will be hosting a weekly coffee morning every Wednesday 
following our Excellence Assembly. The coffee morning is a chance to 
meet other families at the school and also a chance to talk about topics 
that are of interest such as behavior, tackling home learning or 
friendships. We would also value your feedback on school life and any 
suggestions you have for developing our school. 

Please do try to come along as often as you can. 

 Punctuality is important as learning starts in school at 8.30 each day. If 
your child arrives at 8.45 each day they lose an hour and 15 minutes of 
learning time each week. Over the course of a school year this adds up to 
46 hours or 7 school days. 
 
The school gate will be open from 8.30 each morning with children 
heading straight into classrooms where teachers will be waiting with 
early morning learning for them. The gate will be closed at 8.45 after 
which time children should be brought into the school office where they 
will be welcomed and their lunch order taken. Children arriving after 
8.55 will be marked “L” late as the register is taken at this time and 
those arriving after 9.15 will be marked “U” late after the register has 
closed. 
 
Please give your child the best possible start to the day by getting them 
to school on time. 

 

FLO Coffee Morning 

 



 

 
Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 4 
 

Zumba and other opportunities 

 

As a school at the heart of the community we are dedicated to providing rich opportunities for our 
children, families and wider community. As part of this commitment I am pleased to announce 
that we are planning to welcome Zumba to Bethersden. This week, children in Key Stage 2 will 
enjoy a taster session with a qualified Zumba instructor before we offer an afterschool club 
starting from Monday 26th February where children will enjoy an hour of dance based fitness. 
Parents are welcome to join the session from 3.45. The cost will be just £2 per week and you will 
receive more details early next week. This is likely to be a popular club so please sign up early. 
 
 
In addition to the after school club we are pleased to announce the possibility of a class for adults 
starting in April on a Wednesday evening. In order to find out if this is something that would be 
popular we will be sending home a form where you can let us know if you are interested. There 
are two possible time slots available, 6-7pm or 7-8pm. The cost will be £5 per session. This is not 
just for families in the school so I would encourage you to spread the word to your family and 
friends. 
 
If you have suggestions of other events and activities you would like us to try and bring to 
Bethersden please contact Mrs Henshaw by emailing flo@bethersden.kent.sch or drop in to the 
school office. 
 

 

mailto:flo@bethersden.kent.sch

