
As I sit down to write the final message of the year I am so proud of 
everything that we have achieved as a school this year. Although we are 
a small school we have provided some incredible opportunities for our 
children and there is not space to list them all but I would like to pick 
out some of the highlights for me this year. 

Our whole school trip to the pantomime in December was an incredible 
experience, watching the faces of the children (and staff) as we were 
dazzled by the costumes, sets and acting on display was a truly 
wonderful start to a busy Christmas season culminating in our Key Stage 
1 Nativity. The youngest children in our school certainly put on a show 
to rival that at the Marlowe. 

Welcoming so many of you in to school for events like Excellence 
Assemblies, Books and Biscuits and performances has been an absolute 
privilege. The support you provide to our children is overwhelming. 

The Summer Spectacular was a real celebration of the year in my eyes. 
Even if we took out the huge amount of money it raised, the feel of 
community on the day was incredible. So many of you pulled together to 
make the event happen and I am so grateful to each of you whether you 
volunteered or came to spend your money. 

Unfortunately, I missed the end of year production but I have been 
fortunate to catch most of it during rehearsals. I have also been told by 
lots of people just how fantastic it was. I have watched the clips on 
Twitter many times. 

I would like to thank every member of our school community for their 
support in my first year at Bethersden. I wake up every day feeling 
proud to lead such an amazing group of children, parents, staff and 
volunteers. This year has been my favourite year in teaching so far and 
with your support next year we can make it even better. 

The final word must be said about our wonderful Year 6 children who 
leave behind a legacy in the school of achievement, fun, adventure and 
relationships. Every member of our community wishes you the very best 
of luck as you set off on your next adventure. We are all very proud of 
you. 

Thank you to everyone and I wish you a very happy and fun packed 
Summer. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Celebrating Elm Class 

Elm Class End of Year Reflection 

In Elm class this year we have been busy learning, 
flourishing and having fun. We have loved learning 
through a variety of topics and themes this year which 
have included plants, fairy tales, on the farm, China, all 
about me, superheroes and many more, from maths to 
reading and from understanding of the world to physical 
development what a year we have had growing into 16 
lifelong learners. 
 
The children particularly enjoyed our trip to the Marlowe 
Theatre in Canterbury where we watched the 
pantomime ‘Peter Pan’ of which we continue to speak of 
today with fondness. The children also loved our ‘Bat 
cave’ role-play area and enjoyed becoming superheroes 
and saving the people of Bethersden village. 
 
All children have made wonderful progress with thanks 
to our brand new reading scheme launched this year 
Reading, Writing, Excellence (RWE) and our amazing 
RWE teachers, which has proved a great success and has 
become a very special and unique learning experience 
for the children at Bethersden School.  
We have all had a wonderful year together creating 
forever friendships, learning new skills and becoming a 
family. Thank you Elm Class for an unforgettable, 
amazing and special year that I will never forget.  
 
Miss Young and Miss Hoogen 
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Ash Class End of Year Reflection 

In Ash we have been busy learning and growing, 33 
individual children together making a large supportive 
family. From English lessons to History lessons, our topics 
have been full of exciting activities.  

A particular favourite across the class was our History 
topic, as we learnt about the Battle of Hastings. Our 
activities ranged from stepping into the shoes of the 
characters, creating our own Bayeaux tapestries to re-
enacting the battle itself. The children were so inspired 
by this topic and eager to participate. This topic also 
inspired wider learning from home, as some children 
visited Battle Abbey. Those in Ash so eagerly shared their 
experiences with their friends.  

The children have grown in confidence, made the closest 
of friends and have supported one another on our 
journey to excellence. Together we have overcome 
challenges, excelled in stage performances and have 
simply shown the best that we can be. Whilst some will 
be leaving, as they step into Key Stage 2, others remain 
to begin their journey into Year 2.  

Ash you have made me an incredibly proud teacher!  

Miss Hughes, Mrs Thompson and Mrs Hawkins 

 

Celebrating Ash Class 
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Beech Class End of Year Reflection 

Beech Class have grown so much together this year. 
Their confidence and self-belief has really started to 
flourish and the pride they take in their work and the 
enthusiasm to share it is just incredible. We have many 
talents as a collective with lots of creativity to share. 
Some of us are wonderful writers, creating imaginative 
characters, unique plots and beautiful poetry. Then we 
have some amazing artists who create stunning sketches, 
paintings and sculptures.  We also have those of us who 
like a more practical challenge and shine with our DT 
and science projects where they can demonstrate their 
understanding and knowledge in more creative ways.  
 
Through all the works they have created this year they 
continue to astound and impress me. Beech class have 
travelled the world this year in Geography ranging from 
Scotland all the way to Canada, they certainly enjoyed 
finding places on the globe they would like to visit or 
pointing out places they had been. In History we have 
travelled back to the Roman empire and the Stone age 
where our imaginations came alive learning about their 
basic way of living and all the things we have in our lives 
that we couldn’t have imagined living without.  I have 
loved teaching Beach class this year, their enthusiasm 
and curiosity to learn drives them from success to 
success. They are a kind, compassionate family who look 
out and support one another. I am very grateful to each 
and every one of them for a fantastic year.  
 
Mrs Swann, Mrs Young, Miss Finn and Mrs Gerbozy 
 

Celebrating Beech Class 
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Oak Class End of Year Reflection 

Wow… what a year! Oak class started the year with Mrs 
Moss and Miss Shuter and had a wonderful term settling 
in and getting to know each other. 
 
Before Christmas Mrs Green joined the team and in 
January we had a fun packed term learning about all 
things past and present!  The Egyptians, life in the Tudor 
time and Stephen Hawkins all made an appearance. 
Oak Class have been such an accepting, kind and 
inspirational class to work with.  They are very creative 
and can produce something amazing with only a piece of 
paper!  They have also produced some lovely cross stitch 
bookmarks. 
 
Their creative streak clearly shone through during their 
Easter Production, what an amazing performance! 
We enjoyed an inspiring trip to Dover Castle and none of 
us got locked in the dungeon 
More recently Oak class have been embracing outside 
learning during our Marvellous Moving Maths, who knew 
fractions and star jumps went together? 
 
Oak class have also been developing their ability to 
manage their own learning and activities and set their 
own challenges, we have produced some lovely pieces of 
learning including maps, raps about teeth, paintings and 
drawings. 
 
The children have been celebrating diversity by creating 
a French Café and inviting parents to come and share in 
the food and learning. 
In PE we have been busy in all areas of the curriculum, 
from gymnastics, where we clearly have some budding 
gymnasts, to rounders and cricket and the cricket club. 
 

Mrs Moss, Mrs Green, Mrs Padilla and Mrs Britton 

Celebrating Oak Class 
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Chestnut Class End of Year Reflection 

Well this year has certainly been a busy one in Chestnut 
Class! We have enjoyed trips out, survived SATS and 
showed off our talents in a fantastic end of year 
performance. 
 
Back in November we visited Dover Castle which linked 
perfectly with our topic of World War 2. The weather 
was kind to us and we were able to explore the castle as 
well as discover the famous War Tunnels.  
 
At Easter we performed the Easter story in the church 
where the children got a taste of what was in store later 
in the year with the end of year production. 
 
The Chestnut children represented our school beautifully 
at community events including serving tea and cake bi-
weekly at the church and by helping to tidy the 
churchyard. We had lovely comments from the local 
community praising our children. 
 
They showed off some amazing work whilst reading and 
learning about Ann Frank and her sad story back in World 
War 2. 
 
Of course we can’t forget to mention the outstanding 
Pirates of the Curry Bean, the end of year production. 
The resounding ovation received at the end of the show 
demonstrated the overall success and culmination of a 
year’s hard work across all areas of the curriculum. 
 
Mr Clark and Mrs Smith 
 

Celebrating Chestnut 

Class 
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News from the Governors 

What a fantastic performance the children put on this week in their 
end of year show. The children certainly showed off their acting 
skills to good effect and the celebration at the end was incredible. 
Thank you to all the children, parents and staff who dedicated so 

much time to ensuring the performance was a success. 

Pirates of the Curry Bean 

To help you plan your holidays for next year we are publishing our INSET days now. Please do 
arrange holidays outside school time as your children miss out on learning if they are not here: 
 
Monday 3rd September - school closed to children 
Thursday 3rd January and Friday 4th January - school closed to children – extended Christmas 
break 
Monday 22nd July and Tuesday 23rd July – school closed to children – early start to Summer 

holidays 

Uniform and earrings 

Over the summer I am sure that you will be purchasing new uniform and shoes for your child. Please 
could I remind you that we do have a uniform policy that clearly sets out the expectation for all 
children to wear the correct uniform. 
 
If you are planning to get your child’s ears pierced over the holidays, please try to do this at the 
beginning of the holiday so that there is time for the ear to settle before coming back to school. 
This is to ensure that the earring can be taken out during PE lessons for the safety of your child and 

the rest of the class. 
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Goodbye and Good luck 

News from FOBS 

It is always sad to see staff move on but at today we are saying goodbye to two members of 
staff.  
 
Mrs Young has worked at the school for many years and has supported many children in her time. 
She has also organized Breakfast Club for many years. Mrs Young is moving on to share her 
experiences in a larger school and we wish her every success. Thank you for all your hard work at 
Bethersden Primary School. 
 
Mrs Gerbozy has been with us for a year and is now moving on to a new role in a local secondary 
school. She has been an important member of the school team this year and has worked in every 
class. We wish you every success in your new role. 

 

Summer Spectacular Update 

There has been some fantastic feedback from the Summer Spectacular, which proved a 
great event for bringing not just the school but also the whole community 
together.  Thank you to everyone who came - we hope you all had a wonderful time. 

A huge amount of work went on in the background.  I'm sure we'd all like to extend our 
thanks to the parents and teachers who gave up so much of their own time to FOBS to 
ensure that the event was a great success, with special thanks to Jenn without whom 
we'd never have pulled it off!   

In addition to the great memories the intention was that FOBS raised money for the 
school.  I am delighted to confirm that we have a final total.....  thanks to everyone 
who volunteered at, and attended, the event we raised a massive £2,921.12 

This money will be invaluable to ensuring that your child's time at our school is as 
enjoyable and fulfilling as possible.  We have plans to update our external spaces (more 
details to come next year) and continue to give the children opportunities to gain new 
experiences. 

The really wonderful thing is, that this was only our first Summer Spectacular - next year 
we plan to make it bigger and better, and we hope to put on more events during the 
year.  However, this can only happen with your help.  If you feel you can spare a few 
hours to make a difference to your child's school. Please let the school office know that 
you can volunteer time to FOBS - every person volunteering a small amount of time will 
make a real difference and enable our events to get bigger, better and more often. 

Many thanks again to everyone for making sure this year’s Summer Spectacular lived up 
to the name. 


