
As we enter the final term of the year there are still so many things to 
look forward to. Next weekend sees our first Summer spectacular and I 
hope you all have the date in your diary. Final preparations are under 
way and if you can spare an hour at any point next week I am sure we 
can find a small task for you. The day promises to be lots of fun with 
giant inflatables, BBQ, beer tent, arena events, live music throughout 
the day and lots of games to try your luck on. You should receive raffle 
tickets today for some incredible prizes including entry to Diggerland, 
Wildwood, Stour Centre and Kent and Sussex Light Railway. Please do 
come along and support this event. All the money that is raised will go 
towards buying new equipment to make break times more rewarding for 
the children. 

Week beginning 25th June will be our ‘Diversity Week’ where we will be 
celebrating the rich diversity that we enjoy. A letter will be coming out 
shortly with details but I would urge you to put two dates in your diary. 
Tuesday 26th is our annual Sports Day and on Friday 29th June we will be 
holding a Celebration of Diversity event at 2.30pm where the children 
will be sharing food from different cultures with you. There will be a 
special menu for the week including dishes from cultures around the 
world and we would encourage all children to give them a go. 

Teachers are busy writing your child’s end of year reports which will be 
sent out in July. We hope you like the new format we are trying this 
year which we feel is much more personal to your child. 

I look forward to welcoming you to lots of events in the next few weeks. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

98.73% 

This week’s attendance 

94.5% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.26% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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Look at the incredible 

learning your child has 

taken part in recently. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

Just a reminder that our weekly coffee mornings take 
place after Excellence Assembly each Wednesday 
morning run by our FLO, Lucy Henshaw. Families are 
welcome to stay for a drink and biscuits in an informal 
setting to share stories and discuss any concerns they 
may have. In the next few weeks we would like to 
develop a menu of topics that will be discussed at 
coffee mornings so if you have any suggestions please 
let us know. Ideas we have so far are behaviour, how to 
support Home Learning and ‘sibling squabbles’. 
 
 

Coffee mornings 

So much has been happening in class over the last few weeks. Here is 
just a flavour of the learning which has been taking place. 
 
Chestnut class have completed their SATs and have launched themselves 
headlong into their end of year production. Lines are being learnt, songs 
being sung, dance routines created and props being made. They have 
linked this to research into 18th Century life as they immerse themselves 
in their roles. They have also been busy in the class garden with many 
children giving up their break times to weed borders and plant 
vegetables to harvest over the summer break. 

 

Oak Class have been creating descriptive writing in their English 
lessons with the vocabulary described as ‘exquisite’. In Maths they 
have been learning about angles and it has been great to see their 
Marvelous Moving Maths on a Friday morning where lessons start 
with ‘Ready, Steady, Go’. 
 
Beech have been writing newspaper reports and learning all about the 
key features of journalistic writing. They have also been researching 
famous scientists and the different roles of scientists.   
 
Ash have been creating potions in their Maths lessons as they learn about 
capacity. They have also been creating chants and spells as part of  the 
English lessons. 
 
Elm class have been busy learning enjoying their Reading, Writing, 
Excellence groups and have become really accomplished readers and 
writers. In Maths they have been practicing the skills of addition and 
subtraction including the vocabulary of one more and less. They have 
started their new learning theme ‘Nature Detectives’ this term and have 
learnt all about bees, creating some wonderful artwork for the 

Biddenden Tractor Festival with their hands and feet. 
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It was lovely to welcome so many families to our Books and Biscuits 
afternoons at the end of last term. There was so much on display in the 
different classrooms from a learning journey directed by the children to 
French lessons and food. The children really enjoyed sharing their 
learning with their families. 

Apologies to Ash class who had to postpone theirs. I am pleased to say a 
date has now been arranged on Friday 22nd June at 2.30pm where the 
children will amaze you with their potions. 

We hope you found them as rewarding as the children did and we will be 
building these into the calendar for next year as a termly event. We will 
publish dates in due course.  

 

 

Books and Biscuits was a 

huge success 

Books and Biscuits afternoons 

Twitter 

As the World Cup is now upon us, the children have been set a 
challenge linked to the World Cup. They can choose one of the 
countries taking part (there are 32 to choose from) and produce 
something about or linked to that country. This can take any form - 
the only limit is your imagination! It could be a fact file, 
information poster, a piece of art, a PowerPoint - whatever your 
child would like to do. 

Any Home Learning should be handed to Mrs Moss by Monday 25th 
June, and all entries will be on display for you to look at on Sports 
Day. 

I will look forward to receiving them! 

If you have not already followed our Twitter feed yet, 
please do. We currently have 57 followers who enjoy 
regular updates on the life of the school. It is very easy to 
set up and contains lots of photos, videos and news. If you 
would like any help setting it up please call in to the school 
office and they will be happy to help you. If you already 
have Twitter search for @BethersdenSch and click follow. 

 

 

World Cup Challenge 
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Dates for next year to help you plan holidays 

We have seen an increase in the number of children not in full school uniform at the moment and whilst we 
appreciate it is getting close to the summer holidays we would ask that you try, wherever possible, to 
ensure that your child comes to school correctly dressed. We have also noticed that some children are 
coming to school without socks and then finding their shoes are rubbing them. 
 
Please also ensure that nail varnish is removed before school. 
 
There have been a few incidents recently where trading cars, small toys and slime have been brought in to 
school which have caused issues at playtimes. Please do make sure your child is not bringing them in to 
school as it has caused upset where disagreements about ownership have broken out and some toys have 
become damaged or lost. 
 
Thank you for your support 

Uniform, make up and toys in school 

Year 6 are busy working on their end of year production ‘Pirates of 
the Curry Bean’ which promises to be an incredible show full of 
appalling jokes and foot tapping songs. They will perform on 
Tuesday 17th July at 6pm and we will let you know how you can get 
tickets in the next couple of weeks but put the date in your diaries 

now. 

Pirates of the Curry Bean 

To help you plan your holidays for next year we are publishing our INSET days now. 
Please do arrange holidays outside school time as your children miss out on learning if 
they are not here: 
 
Monday 3rd September - school closed to children 
Thursday 3rd January and Friday 4th January - school closed to children – extended 
Christmas break 
Monday 22nd July and Tuesday 23rd July – school closed to children – early start to 

summer holidays 

 

Diversity Week 

As part of the upcoming Diversity week, we will be looking at 
different languages and attempting to use them in school. Each day 
will be a different language and everyone in school will be 
encouraged to use that language for greetings and very basic 
conversation. If you or any members of your family speak a different 
language and would be willing to share this with us in school, could 
you please let Mrs Moss know via the school office. 

Merci.   Danke schön.   Grazie 

 
There have been a few incidents recently where trading cars, small toys 
and slime have been brought in to school which have caused issues at 
playtimes. Please do make sure your child is not bringing them in to school 
as it has caused upset where disagreements about ownership have broken 
out and some toys have become damaged or lost. 
 
Thank you for your support 

 


