
 
Dedicated to Excellence 

Easter seems like such a long time ago now as we begin the fifth term of 
the year. This term is a busy one for our children, especially in Years 2 
and 6 who have their SATs this month. SATs are an important measure of 
how well our children are achieving compared to other children across 
the country. The children have worked really hard and I am sure you will 
join us all in wishing them good luck when they start. 

I am delighted to announce that we have hit the magic 95% mark for 
attendance. Thank you to all our families who have worked hard to 
ensure that your children are in school everyday. In our first Excellence 
Assembly of the year we were delighted to hand out 11 certificates for 
children who have maintained their 100% attendance from September. 
We are also pleased that since the end of Term 2 63 children have 
improved their attendance. 

A huge thank you to Mr Stew, one of our parents, for his dedication to 
running the London marathon. His efforts have raised a huge amount of 
money for the school, we are still counting but so far it is in excess of 
£1000. Please make sure you read the FOBS page for information about 
the Summer Spectacular which is our next fundraising event. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Please remember that by being 
in uniform the children feel 

part of a team. 

Which class would you 

like to be in? So much 

exciting learning to 

choose from. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

A gentle reminder that uniform is an important part of our school as it 
allows children to feel part of a team. As the summer weather 
approaches girls may wear blue gingham dresses and all children may 
wear black or grey tailored shorts. Please continue to provide sensible, 
black school shoes (no sandals). Also, nail polish should be removed if it 
has been worn at the weekend. Small stud ear rings are acceptable but 
should be removed or taped over for PE. 

PE kit should be plain black shorts and a white t-shirt with trainers or 
plimsols. 

 
 

Uniform 

Elm class have started their topic ‘All about me’ and went for a walk around 
the village looking at the different types of homes in the local area. They 
also created their own family trees. In maths they have been learning to add 
and subtract. 
 
Ash class have been inspired by their text ‘The Lion Inside’ by Rachel Bright, 
writing their own book reviews. They have also begun their new topic ‘Home 
is where the heart is’, learning about the importance of family and home. 
They spoke about why families, in whatever shape or form, are so important 
to each of us. They also created their own family trees. 
 
Beech class have been writing creative stories based on their text ‘Stone Age 
Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura. This has fitted in nicely with their topic on the 
Stone Age where they have been investigating how archaeologists piece 
together clues from the past to work out how things used to be. They have 
also had lots of fun creating their own prehistoric animals. In Science they 
have been learning about plants. 
 
Oak have been busy drafting, editing and presenting their own mystery 
stories after finishing their class text ‘The London Eye Mystery’ by Siobahn 
Down. When they are complete they will be displaying them for you to read. 
In maths they have been learning about fractions, decimals and percentages, 
converting between the three. The children also enjoyed their taster cricket 
session with Ex-England Ladies coach Peter Moralee last week. 
 
Chestnut class have been learning how to calculate the missing angle in 
shapes in Maths lessons. In English they have been revising their Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling with an emphasis on subordinate, relative and 
embedded clauses. In PE they have been developing their skills in hockey. In 
computing they have been designing their own computer networks. The year 
6 children also enjoyed an enrichment ‘Stretch and Challenge’ morning at 
Norton Natchbull where they  learnt about journalism, experienced and alien 
invasion maths problem and experimented with hover boards and a Van Der 
Graaf generator…a hair raising experience! 
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Greetings from FOBS! 

Firstly a big thanks to Brian Stew for his amazing performance during the 
London Marathon.  The dedication and training it must have taken is a 
great example of the ‘excellence’ that the whole school is working to 
achieve everyday.  Also a great well done to all pupils who ran their own 
‘mini marathon’. We have raised a really good amount of money which will 
help towards new equipment for the playground.  Thank you to all who 
donated!! (Any offers to run next year’s marathon will be greatly 
appreciated!) 

We are now on the countdown to our ‘Summer Spectacular’.  We are 
hoping to make this the biggest summer event ever and with your support, 
we can raise even more money to fund equipment and trips for the children 
over the next year. We must say a huge thank you to everyone for all the 
bottle donations on Friday. The next non uniform day will be 18th May in 
exchange for cholcolates. 

The ‘Summer Spectacular’ on Saturday 23rd June will include just a few of 
the following: 

Raffle, lucky dip, ‘Jarbola’, Chocolate raffle, ‘barrow of booze’, spinning 
wheel, face painting, tombola, the ‘crystal Maze’ and a range of inflatables 
including Assault Course, Bouncy Castle and Mega Slide.  There will also 
be a BBQ, a beer and pimms tent as well as a great programme of 
demonstrations by various dance and music groups. 

In order to make sure that this fantastic event happens, we will need 
volunteers to help out.  Setting up, manning stalls and clearing up at the 
end are a few examples, however we will send out a full list after the half 
term break and a sign up sheet will be available so you can choose what 
you want to help with.  We want everyone to enjoy the day, so even if you 
can only spare an hour, every little helps! 

If anyone would like to hire a table at the event, we ask for a minimum 
donation of £10 per pitch.   

Many thanks 

FOBS 

Contact FOBS at fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk or drop in to the school 
office 

 

 

The Giant Inflatable Obstacle 

Course 

FOBS news 

 

 

 

The Giant Inflatable Bouncer 

The Mega Slide 

The Cash Box – think Crystal Maze 

mailto:fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Diary Dates 
 

 

 

Key Event Dates for Parent Diaries 
 
 

May: 

 KS1 SATS Monday 7th – Thursday 10th 

 KS2 Week beginning the 14th may 

 18th May non uniform in exchange for chocolates 

 21st Computer Week 

 23rd May Class Photos 

 
June: 

 4th Inset Day 

 15th June non uniform in exchange for Filled Jars 

 21st New Parent Meet & Greet @ 1.30 

 23rd Summer Spectacular 11am – 2pm 

 26th Sports Day 

 
July: 

 2nd Transition Week 

 16th Music Week 

 20th Last Day of Term 

 

 


