
It has been lovely to welcome back all our children and families to school 
after what I hope was a good break for you all. As a team we have already 
spent two days thinking ahead to an exciting year ahead. 

Our new children in Bumblebee class have settled in really well and are 
now getting used to Bethersden’s way. It has been so exciting to see how 
quickly they have become part of our family and got stuck in. 

We are currently revisiting our vision as a school to see how we are doing 
towards meeting the aims we have set. I have reprinted it on page 3 of 
the bulletin as a reminder as to what we mean when we say we are 
Dedicated to Excellence. 

Next week we will be holding Sports Day and we are looking forward to 
welcoming you all in to school to see how the children display their own 
sporting excellence. I do hope you will join us as we celebrate success on 
the field. We also hope you will join us at 12pm for a family picnic. 

This year we will again be holding Excellence Assemblies each Wednesday 
and on page 3 is your invitation. It means so much to the children to see 
families celebrating their achievements and talents both inside school and 
outside.  

This year as a school we are having a real focus on raising the presentation 
of learning in school and I thank you for your support in advance. Each 
child has been presented with their own pencil case containing the 
resources they need which they are then responsible for. This has proved 
very popular in the classrooms and we are already seeing an increased 
pride in their books and classrooms. We are also having a real focus on 
manners around the school and I am very proud to say that we have some 
incredibly polite children in the school. It was especially pleasing after 
Excellence assembly this week when I was approached by two different 
parents independently to comment on two of our children. 

I look forward to working with you this year as we strive for Excellence 
for our children, families, staff and community. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

99.70% 

 

This week’s attendance 

98.19% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

98.74 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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Look at the incredible 

learning your child has 

taken part in recently. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 
Week two is complete in Bumblebee class and what a week is has been. I 
would like to say first and foremost how amazingly the new reception children 
have settled in, it feels like they have been part of our class from the very 
beginning. In turn the year 1 children have served as excellent role models 
to the reception children modelling and demonstrating our routines in 
Bumblebee class and other aspects of the school. 

Owl class have settled into the new term extremely well, adjusting to all of 
the exciting changes made to their former classroom. Owls have all been 
working their absolute hardest, eager to impress ‘Oakley the Owl’ for his 
weekly visits home with a member of the class. They’ve particularly excelled 
in their level of independence in their early morning learning. It’s been 
refreshing to see them so keen, bright and early every day. In such a short 
space of time they’ve already modelled fantastic reading, brilliant writing 
and wonderful maths work. Owls have certainly kick started their year off as 
we mean to go on. What a great year we have ahead of us!  

What a fantastic start to the new school year. In just a few days, Deer Class 
have re-established themselves into the school routine, and have shown they 
are ready to take on the new challenges of Key Stage 2. We have started 
exploring our topic of Journeys, having described a map taken from the book 
Where My Wellies Take Me, and taken a senses walk around the school 
grounds. We have also made our own scrapbooks inspired by the book, where 
we will be collating our learning, when we take our own journey.  In maths 
we have been reminding ourselves of the  x2,5,10 tables, begun work on 
understanding the place value of three-digit numbers and have been 
developing our skills as ‘Maths Masters,’ focusing on explaining how we know 
the answer to a given problem.  
 
The children of Otter class have settled straight into year, showing eagerness 
and enthusiasm for the year that lies ahead. They have all dived straight into 
their learning, from looking at Roman Numerals in maths to making 
predictions on exciting experiments in science. In our English lessons we are 
getting ready to embrace the magic of Erkenwald and follow the exciting 
adventure it brings in Abi Elphinstones book Skysong.  
 
This is the first full week for Fox Class and from the very start of term the 
children have thrown themselves into their learning.  It was heartening to 
see all the children arriving early on the first day and, without any fuss, 
start their early morning work before registration.  All of our brains, which 
seemed to have softened over the summer break, quickly sprang back into 
action and everyone settled into the new seating plans.  So far, the class 
has produced some amazing artwork (led by Mrs Green, who teaches them 
on Fridays) to celebrate the freedoms we now enjoy as a result of defeating 
tyranny, and the children have stared creating family trees, to show any 
connections with WW2, started the ‘Tiger Troop’ personal development 
course, which will run every Monday throughout Term 1.  This is based on a 
military ethos of respect, discipline, selfless commitment and loyalty which 
will be built on throughout the year. 
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Our first Excellence Assembly of the year was well attended by 
parents. Please remember you are always welcome to attend on a 
Wednesday morning as we celebrate the children’s personal 
excellences, talents and interests. If your child takes part in 
activities outside school we love to celebrate those too. This year 
we have introduced a Bethersden’s Got Talent board where we 
celebrate the talents of the children so please do pop along to the 
hall and see the range of interests in the school. 

 

 

Join us at 9.00am every 
Wednesday for our 

Excellence Assemblies 

Excellence Assemblies 

Our vision 

Website 

 At Bethersden Primary School we are an inclusive learning 
community Dedicated to Excellence.  

A community where all members are valued equally and treated 
fairly according to their needs; cultural, religious or social 

background and are given the richest possible opportunities to 
develop their own personal excellence.  

 

Over the next few weeks we will be updating the school 
website to contain more information and lots of 
pictures to keep you up to date with what is happening 
in school. As you arrive and leave school and at school 
events you may notice photographs being taken. 
 
Please do keep checking the school website to see the 
developmentswww.bethersden.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

Our vision 

Dogs 

We are thrilled to see an increasing number of you choosing to walk to school with your children and 
dogs however, could we please ask that you keep your dogs away from the main gate at drop off and 
collection times. A couple of parents have mentioned that their child is anxious of dogs and it makes 
it hard for them to get them in through the gates. Thank you. 

 

 

http://www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 
Date Event 

19th September  Whole School Sports Afternoon 

7th & 8th October Individual photographs of children being taken 

16th & 17th October Parents evening 

18th October Flu vaccinations (nasal) – whole school 

Last day of term 

28th October Term 2 begins – children return to school 

1st November Fireworks & Fangs 5pm – 6.30pm 

  

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

 

Aldi Vouchers 

You may have seen advertised on the television or on social media that Aldi have launched a 
campaign in their stores to tie in with the Olympics next year and to promote healthy living and 
exercise. We, here at Bethersden, are taking part in that campaign and are asking for your help. If 
you, your family, friends or neighbours shop in Aldi, they will be handing out stickers when you shop 
there (minimum amount £30). We are asking for these to be brought into school and either handed 
to your child's class teacher or the school office. We can earn sports kit for the school and be in with 
a chance of winning £20,000! 
 
Let's get collecting!!! 

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

