
Thank you to all our families who joined us last Thursday for our Sports 
Day. It was a fantastic way to begin the year and lovely to see so many of 
our new Bumblebee families join us. Feedback from families has been very 
positive on the start of year date and the staff also feel this is a great 
time to hold the event. We have therefore decided that we will break 
with the traditional Summer Sports Day and make this our first school 
event of the year from September 2020. As with every event we also 
learned some valuable lessons and we are already discussing how to make 
the event even better next year. 

The winning house this year was Dr Seuss, Red House. Well done to them 
all. I must make a special mention of the Year 6 children who so ably 
supported the other children and the staff and to our newest children who 
took the whole event in their stride even taking part in extra races. Thank 
you to our Governors who all gave up their time to support the event. 

On Friday 11th October we will be holding our Harvest Festival in St 
Maragret’s church at 9.30am. Please put the date in your diary and join 
us as we celebrate the start of autumn and give thanks for the food we 
have and those involved in producing it. Each class will take part in the 
service. As is tradition we ask that you make a food donation which will 
form the backdrop of our service before being donated to the Ashford 
Food Bank to support families in need. Last year they were incredibly 
grateful for the donations you made. 

Our first Books and Biscuits event of the year is coming up shortly, dates 
can be found on the back of the bulletin. The staff and children really 
look forward to you joining them in their classroom to see what they have 
been learning. This time they will all be showing you some exciting things 
on the laptops. Please do make every effort to join us. 

Finally, as a school we are always looking at ways of developing the school 
and love feedback. Please do let me know if you have any suggestions as 
to how we can drive excellence forward and also if there are things that 
frustrate you that we may be able to change. 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

93.25% 

 

This week’s attendance 

95.48% 

 

Year to date 

attendance 

96.29% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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Here is what the classes 

have been up to for the 

last two weeks. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 
Week four in the Bumblebee hive has been a busy one. After recovering from a 
busy sports day all of the Bumblebees returned to school buzzing and ready to 
go. The year 1s have been working extremely hard in maths diving deeper into 
their learning by using wide and varied mathematical vocabulary to problem 
solve. The Reception children have continued to learn new sounds and have been 
learning about blending to help them start to read some of their first words.  

Owl class have been playing many roles these past few weeks; from writers, to 
mathematicians, to scientists... our roles have been endless! In English we have 
been behaving like true authors, as we have planned and drafted narratives 
inspired by Be Brave Little Penguin. We've even had a go at using speech in our 
stories! The inspiration hasn't stopped there though. In Science we followed the 
scientific method for an unknown experiment. We had predictions of slime and 
explosions, to find that we had made tornadoes in a jar - an activity inspired by 
our class text The Wizard of Oz. What a fantastic few weeks we've had!  

It's been another busy few weeks in Deer Class. In English we have been writing 
our own rhyming poems inspired by the book 'Where My Wellies Take Me.' In 
Maths we have continued learning about the place value of three-digit numbers 
and are looking forward to starting work on addition and subtraction. As part of 
our Wider Learning lessons, we have been learning about the features of OS maps 
and reading four-figure grid references. In PE we have been learning the basic 
skills of handball, such as passing and dribbling. We definitely have some 
fantastic 'handballers' in the making!  

Otter class have had a busy few weeks as they have settled into life in Year 4. 
They have worked hard on TT Rockstars and took part in a 'Battle of the Bands' 
with Fox class. Many Otters took this competition very seriously and logged on 
to score points by practising their times tables and try to win the competition. 
Unfortunately, on this occasion, Fox class came out on top, but we are very proud 
of our pupils who worked very hard on their times tables and did their best. We 
have continued reading our class text 'Sky Song' and have looked at one of the 
main characters, Flint, in great detail, supporting our thoughts about him with 
facts from the text. The children are looking forward to seeing what happens 
and how the story develops. It was so lovely to see so many of you join us for 
sports afternoon and share the children's enthusiasm and determination in their 
races. What a lovely afternoon we had.  

Fox class has been working amazingly hard over the last couple of weeks, and 
are really gelling together well as a mixed Year 5/6 class.  Although they are 
taught separately for English and Maths in the mornings (after registration and 
assemblies), they are studying similar themes in both subjects.  In the 
afternoons, both the Foxes and Fox Cubs come back together for guided skills 
and wider learning, where they are fully integrated.  We have also been 
learning about the effects of the Blitz in World War 2 and the use of primary 
and secondary sources of information.  Children have been bringing in accounts 
of air raids from their families, who they have interviewed themselves.  The 
highlight of the week is Tiger Troop, where the children have been 
demonstrating their teamwork, fitness and leadership skills, attracting very 
positive comments from the Tiger Troop instructors.   
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Thursday 19th September saw our delayed sports afternoon finally taking 
place - and what an afternoon it was! The sun shone and the children 
performed well in their races, trying their very best. It was so impressive 
to see our new Bumblebees taking part and not being phased by the 
occasion at all. A special mention must also go to our year six helpers 
who worked hard in setting up the races and supporting the children. 

A big thank must go to all of you too who turned up to share our special 
afternoon with us and to our Governors for their support. 

And a final congratulations must go to Dr Seuss (red) house who went on 
to be the overall winners. 

 

 

One of the many fun 

races at Sports Day 

Sports Day 

FOBS AGM 

You will have noticed that we have started opening the larger gates in the morning and afternoon. 
This is being done to allow easier access to the playground as the small gates used to get very 
congested. It is also being done to increase your safety as you do not leave the school straight onto 
the road. We hope you are finding this more convenient. 
 
Could we please remind you that school finishes at 3.10pm and you should be on the playground to 
collect your child. After school staff run clubs and often have meetings they need to get to. Please 
do try to collect your child on time, we understand that sometimes things crop up which can delay 
you and we do understand but your prompt collection is appreciated. 
 

 

Please remember to put Wednesday 9th October in your diary as the annual 
meeting of our school fundraisers. I will be sending home a letter early next 
week sharing the valuable contribution our team have made to the opportunities 
of the children in school and also to encourage you to get involved. The letter 
will also be found on the school website on the FOBS page if you would like any 
further information. www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/FOBS  

 

 

Drop off and collection 

Naming uniform 

Please could we ask that this weekend you name each piece of uniform that your child wears to school. 
It is only week 4 and already we have 23 un-named jumpers and cardigans in our lost property. Any 
uniform that is named will be returned to your child before home time on the day it is found. Uniform 
that is not claimed after two weeks will be donated to charity or be placed in the new pre-loved 
uniform which will be available to purchase for £1 per item from after half term. 

 

 

http://www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/FOBS
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 
Date Event 

Monday 7th Oct Otter Class Books and Biscuits 2.30pm 

Individual School Photographs being taken 

Tuesday 8th Oct Bumblebee Class Books and Biscuits 2.30pm 

Individual School Photographs being taken 

Wednesday 9th Oct Owl Class Books and Biscuits 2.30pm 

FOBS AGM 9.30am 

Thursday 10th Oct Fox Class Books and Biscuits 2.30pm 

Friday 11th Oct Harvest Festival at the Church 9.30am 

Deer Class Books and Biscuits 2.30pm 

Friday 18th Oct Whole school Flu Nasal Vaccinations 

Last day of term 

Monday 28th Oct Children return to school – term 2 begins 

  

  

 
Please also check the website for new additions: https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

 

Fireworks and Fangs 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

