
What an incredible year we have had at Bethersden Primary School with 
so many things to celebrate. The year has absolutely flown by and the 
little bunnies who started school in September have now developed into 
incredibly mature and clever Rabbits. They have made such a great start 
to their learning and we are all very proud of them. At the other end of 
the school our Foxes have completed primary school and we now send 
them off to secondary school ready for their next stage in education. 
This year they have all shown immense levels of maturity and resilience 
and whichever secondary school they are going to we send them with 
great pride as a legacy of our school.  

I would like to thank every member of our school community for their 
support in this year. The Governing Body of the school have worked 
really hard this year in ensuring the good progress that was made last 
year has continued to drive the school in our quest for excellence. I 
would like to thank all the volunteers who have supported the 
fundraising of the school, without you some of the wider opportunities 
the children have enjoyed would not have been possible. Whether you 
gave up hours, days or weeks in supporting the events I am truly 
grateful.  

A huge thank you to the children of the school who make getting out of 
bed each morning a breeze, to be working for such a fantastic group of 
learners and personalities is an absolute privilege and for those of you 
here next year I can’t wait to do it all over again. 

The final word must be said about our wonderful Year 6 children who 
leave behind a legacy in the school of achievement, fun, adventure and 
relationships. Every member of our community wishes you the very best 
of luck as you set off on your next adventure. We are all very proud of 
you. 

Finally, a massive thank you to the staff team who have worked so hard 
each day, dedicating themselves to providing the best for children, 
families and each other this year. Thank you for all the hours of your 
own time you put into our school. 

Thank you to everyone involved in the school in whatever way, you all 
make this the best job in the world, one I am incredibly honoured to 
have. I wish you a very happy and fun packed Summer and look forward 
to the next academic year with you. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Celebrating Rabbit Class 

Rabbit Class End of Year Reflection 

I cannot believe our time being Rabbits is almost at an end. We 
have had the most amazing year and have learnt and done so 
many wonderful things. This summer term we have been very 
busy. We went on our whole school trip where all of the children 
in Rabbit Class demonstrated perfect behaviour throughout the 
day, behaviour I know you would be proud of as Miss Hoogen and I 
were extremely proud.  
 
This term we have moved our theme of Spring to Summer. We 
have been learning about how to keep safe in the sun with the 
help of our new class friend Cool the monkey. We made sun visors 
to protect ourselves from the sun and even learnt the words to the 
song “We’re all going on a summer holiday” just to get us in the 
mood for the holidays. The children performed the song 
accompanied by actions beautifully at our last books and biscuits 
of the year.  
 
This term we also 0had our two weeks of transition mornings in 
which the children were able to get to know their new class team 
and have a taste of the learning in year 101. The children really 
enjoyed and rose to the occasion. I know that the children are 
more than ready for their next great adventure.  
As this is a bumper bulletin. Here is a bumper selection of photos 
of all the amazing learning that has taken place. Thank you for 
such an amazing year Rabbits, I can’t wait to do it all over again! 
 
Miss Young and Miss Hoogen 
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Hedgehog Class End of Year Reflection 

What a year!   
I cannot believe that a whole year has passed and the Hedgehogs are 
ready to move into year two! It has been an amazing 12 months!  
We have kept the theme of the Magic Far Away Tree for the whole year 
and have had some amazing adventures! We have been to lands far 
away, upside down land, where we had to do all our learning upside 
down!  The Land of creepy Crawlies! 
The Land of growing things, where we all planted tomato seeds, they 
were so tiny we could hardly see them, but they have grown into big 
strong plants!  The children have taken them home, so hopefully the 
hedgehog families will be enjoying lots of tomato salads soon!  Then 
there was the land of dinosaurs – GRRRRRR!  We enjoyed finding out 
facts about these prehistoric creatures, did you know that the word 
dinosaur comes from Greek and means ‘Terrible Lizard?’  Then off to the 
Land all around us, where we went on a walk around Bethersden and 
met a lovely lady who told us all about her beautiful garden!  We, 
obviously, went to the Land of Christmas, where Mrs Green would 
happily stay all year!  And the Land of Lent, where were learnt about 
the importance of this to the Christian people, and made some Easter 
treats! 
There were so many other Lands… too many to mention, The Land of do 
what you like!  The Land under the sea, The Land of Science, The Land 
of books and reading, A Land far Away, where we went to Egypt and 
New York!  The Land of Patron Saints and so many more! 
The children have all been enthusiastic, dedicated learners and have 
made amazing progress this year. Their mental maths skills are so sharp, 
we can real off our 2, 5 and 10 times tables, we are lightening fast in 
our number bonds to 10 and 20… we can even have a go at numbers to 
100!   We have completed a lot of our learning practically, indoors and 
out, which has helped our deeper understanding. 
Their spelling is awesome! The children have been taught in Reading 
Writing Excellence, which is a system that the school has developed and 
adapted to support phonics teaching and the success of this can been 
clearly seen with the phonics screaning results!  Well done Hedgehogs!  
 
We have enjoyed developing the garden space and seeing who is hiding 
in the cottage in the woods!  Thank you again to our Goveners for 
helping us get this! 
 

We have loved our visits to Kench Hill and Wildwood, we looked 
for a hedgehog but sadly, he was asleep and we didn’t see him.  
But we all went over the Bear Bridge, even though some of us 
were a bit nervous, we all supported each other and made it 
safely to the other side! Well done Hedgehogs and good luck next 
year. 
 
Mrs Green, Mrs Grace and Miss Finn 
 

Celebrating Hedgehog 

Class 
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Owl Class End of Year Reflection 

We have had the most incredible year in Owl class, busy learning 
and having fun. Our learning this year has been inspired by texts 
from famous authors such as Roald Dahl and David Walliams. We 
began the year with Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, supporting 
our learning of food from all around the world. Members of Owls 
produced magnificent models of the chocolate factory that were 
proudly displayed in our chocolate factory – as our classroom was 
transformed.   

Our story to follow was ‘The Ice Monster’ that took us on a 
journey back to the Victorian era. This time our classroom 
transformed into the Natural History Museum, where a woolly 
mammoth was held suspended in ice! We observed the mammoth 
thaw out throughout the week, revealing the now extinct 
creature. We explored London’s famous landmarks built in this era 
and closely focused on Crystal Palace that held the ‘Great 
Exhibition’. Inspired by this grand event, we became inventors 
ourselves to display our own inventions at the exhibition.  

Our final text, James and the Giant Peach, inspired our geography 
topic ‘Near and Far’. We began exploring our local environment, 
moving further afar travelling to the USA. We created maps to 
show the journey in the story, using symbols and a key. We came 
across a peach juice recipe in our Revolting Recipes book and we 
just couldn’t resist it!  

Throughout the year, the children have grown in confidence, 
made the closest of friends and have supported one another on 
our journey to excellence. Together we have overcome 
challenges, excelled in stage performances and have shown how 
phenomenal we are in our special quizzes. They have continued to 
make me the proudest teacher and I feel so lucky that I have had 
the privilege of teaching them for the past 2 years. I wish you all 
the very best as you step into Key Stage 2. Don’t forget, I’m only 
in the classroom next door!  

Miss Hughes and Mrs Taylor 

 

Celebrating Owl Class 
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Deer Class End of Year Reflection 
As the year draws to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to 
celebrate the hard work and effort of every member of Deer Class, both 
in recent terms and across the year. 
 
It has been a busy few terms in Deer Class. We have continued learning 
about the planet as part of our topic of ‘The World Around Us.’ Here, 
the children have explored a range of environments, including 
Antarctica, rainforests and Africa. The class have been learning about 
the impact of climate change, which they very eloquently shared in 
their assembly to the school. They have also explored ways in which we 
can help the planet, including the role of renewable energy, and how we 
can live more sustainably. The class’ passion for this topic has been 
inspiring! 
 
In Maths, we have been learning about geometry and shape. We have 
been on parallel and perpendicular line and 3D-shape hunts around the 
school. We have been learning new maths vocabulary to identify the 
properties of 3D-shapes, using marshmallows and cocktail sticks to 
model them. I have been impressed with the huge improvement the 
class have made in their reasoning skills. Keep it up! 
At the start of Term 5, Deer Class planted potatoes as part of their 
Science topic of ‘Plants.’ This term, they have reaped the benefits by 
harvesting, cooking and enjoying their home grown potatoes. A rather 
impressive 36 potatoes were collected (although some of these looked 
more like peas!) 
On the 27th June, we enjoyed our trip to Wildwood. A fantastic day was 
had by all, we spent the day observing and learning about a range of 
wildlife and took a stomach-turning trip across the ‘Bear Bridge’. We 
also momentarily expanded our herd of deer, having spent some time at 
the Red Deer enclosure. On our return from the trip, Deer Class have 
produced some beautiful artwork, inspired by their favourite animal. 
During Term 6, Deer Class learnt the rules of rounders, in preparation 
for our Inter-House rounders afternoon. The children have developed 
their ability to work as a team effectively, as well as some very 
impressive batting and fielding skills. They held their own on our 
rounders afternoon, despite being the youngest competitors.  
The growth in Deer Class this year has been wonderful to see. Children 
have developed confidence they didn’t know they had, have made huge 
improvements in subjects they never thought they could, and most 
importantly have grown into thoughtful, caring and responsible members 
of the school community. I am incredibly proud of them all.  
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to every member of the 
Deer Class family, both children and parents, for making my first year at 
Bethersden so wonderful.  
Have a lovely summer!  
 
Miss Bennett and Mrs Padilla 
 

Celebrating Deer Class 
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Otter Class End of Year Reflection 

What an end to the year for Otter Class with so much going on!! 

The year 5s did themselves proud in the end of year production, 
learning their lines and singing well. It bodes well for next year’s 
production when they will have starring roles.  
 
The year fours have been working hard - focusing in maths on their 
times tables, making sure these are embedded ready for the move 
to year five next year.  They also worked hard on their 
spreadsheets in computing.  
 
The whole school trip to Wildwood was enjoyed by all and we 
loved watching the otter! The bears and the bear bridge were a 
big hit. 
We also had a few Otters who participated in a DT challenge at 
Ashford school. They designed, built and raced a motorised 
vehicle, racing against other schools. Their cars looked super 
speedy and they came in third and fifth, a real achievement (and 
second school overall).  
 
I have also heard Otters did well during their transition weeks, and 
Mr Clark is very excited about what next year has in store. I am 
very proud of how they embraced the changes. 
 
Finally, it is with sadness that we say goodbye to one of Otter 
Class. Nicolas has been such a happy and friendly member of our 
class and he will be sorely missed as he starts his new adventures 
at his new school. Bon Courage Nicolas! 
 
Mrs Moss and Mrs Britton 
 

Celebrating Otter Class 
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Fox Class End of Year Reflection 

Where has this term gone – indeed, where has the whole year 
gone?  It really doesn’t seem like 12 months ago that Mr Clark and 
Mrs Smith were finishing-off the ‘Pirates of the Currybean’ 
production and looking forward to receiving what seemed like the 
tiny year 5s into the freshly-named Fox Class, into the luxurious 
surroundings of the converted library (which had all the 
characteristics of a sort of reverse-Tardis…..smaller on the inside 
than it appeared on the outside!). The summer holidays flew-by 
and we started back in September by launching ourselves into our 
WW1 centenary commemoration studies.  The WW1 topic inspired 
some incredible writing and poetry over the following two terms, 
and fed into maths, science, MFL and art, culminating in a very 
moving Remembrance Day service at Bethersden church led by 
children from our class.   
 
In the New Year, we looked at smugglers and pirates which 
allowed us to explore the history of our wider community, as well 
as other parts of the world, through a range of challenging texts.  
We learnt about crime and punishment, medicine, politics and 
social attitudes in the 18th century; we traced the steps of the 
smugglers of Kent and Sussex on a field trip to Rye, where we 
were also able to study the wildlife of our coastline. 
 
Other highlights of the year have included two field trips to Kench 
Hill, the Tiger Troop personal development course, Safety in 
Action, and Mr Clark’s birthday barbecue (AKA end-of-SATS 
celebrations).  However, in the last two terms we have 
concentrated on preparations for the children moving on to their 
secondary schools, with SATS, our residential trip to the Bushcraft 
Company at Penshurst Place, and rehearsals for the children’s own 
Year 6 production, ‘Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits’……..which 
reminds us of where we started a whole 12 months ago.  
 
Mr Clark and Mrs Smith 

 

Celebrating Fox Class 
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Inset days next year 

What a fantastic performance the children put on this week in their 
end of year show. The children certainly showed off their acting 
skills to good effect and the celebration at the end was incredible. 
Thank you to all the children, parents and staff who dedicated so 

much time to ensuring the performance was a success. 

Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits 

To help you plan your holidays for next year we are publishing our INSET days now. Please do 
arrange holidays outside school time as your children miss out on learning if they are not here: 
 
Monday 2nd September 2019 - Staff Development Day 
Tuesday 3rd September 2019 - Staff Development Day 
Thursday 16th April 2020 – Staff Development Day 
Friday 17th April 2020 – Staff Development Day 
Monday 1st June 2020 - Staff Development Day 
 

All term dates are all on the school calendar 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/ 

 

Standards of presentation 

Next year we will be working hard as a school to improve presentation in children’s books and in 
our school environment. One of the ways we will be doing this is by introducing school pencil cases 
which contain all the resources that children need in their lessons. At the beginning of the year 
children will be issued with a named pencil case which they will then be responsible for. For this 
reason, we would ask that from September children do not bring in their own pencil cases to 
school. All the stationary that has been ordered is specifically chosen to support the children’s 
developing writing and is washable to avoid damage to clothes. Children who bring in a pencil case 
will be asked to take it back home at the end of the day. This will also instill a sense of 
responsibility for their equipment. 
 
We will also be working hard around the school to keep it tidy and well presented. We will also be 
introducing recycling bins and food bins around the school to teach the children about sustainability 

and environmental management. 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/
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Uniform and jewellery 

Over the summer I am sure that you will be purchasing new uniform and shoes for your child. Please 
could I remind you that we do have a uniform policy that clearly sets out the expectation for all 
children to wear the correct uniform. Shoes should be plain black with no logos or decorations 
please.  Wearing a school uniform sets a clear expectation that everyone is equal, and it also 
prepares children for secondary school and later life when many professions have a uniform or dress 
code that must be followed.  
 
Our uniform consists of: 
 
Royal Blue sweatshirt 
Pale blue or white polo shirt or cotton shirt 
Dark grey/black trousers or dark grey/black shorts 
Dark grey/Black skirt or dark grey/black pinafore  
 
In addition pupils may choose to wear: 
Royal Blue cardigan 
Blue gingham dresses, in warmer weather  
Royal Blue fleece for outdoor use 
 
Leggings are not a suitable alternative to trousers but may be worn underneath appropriate skirt or 
pinafore. 
 
For PE all children need: 
White PE t-shirt (available with a school logo) 
Black PE shorts 
A pair of trainers or plimsolls 
A plain dark coloured tracksuit (without fashion logos) for outdoor use 
 
Please Note:  PE kits should be kept in school all week, fully named and in a named drawstring 
bag which should be kept in their locker. 
 
 
Thank you for supporting the school by purchasing the school uniform. 
 
 
Jewellery 
On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery in our school; excepting 
stud earrings which may be worn but should either be removed on PE days to avoid injuries or 
covered with ‘micropore’ tape. 
 
If you are planning to get your child’s ear pierced over the holidays, please try to do this at the 
beginning of the holiday so that there is time for the ear to settle before coming back to school. 
This is to ensure that your child’s ear is fully recovered and less likely to cause them discomfort and 
so that the earring can be taken out during PE lessons for the safety of your child and the rest of 

the class. 
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News from the Governors 

Fundraising 

This year has been an incredibly busy, but hugely successful, year for the Governing Body. We 
began the year with a Parent Election at which seven parents put themselves forward to serve 
the school, unpaid, which we were delighted to see. We were delighted to welcome on board 
two new governors who have got stuck in to supporting the leadership of the school in driving 
standards through monitoring and challenge. 
 
Each governor has also ‘adopted’ a class who they support and champion throughout the year, 
getting to know the children and hearing from them first-hand about their experiences of 
Bethersden Primary School. This information is crucial in challenging the leadership of the school 
to ensure every child has a wonderful time at the school. We have all thoroughly enjoyed our 
time in classes and getting to know the children better. 
 
We are always around at school events and always happy to hear from you so please do feel free 
to approach us at any point. 
 
On behalf of the Governing Body we wish you and your families a wonderful summer break. 

 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who have made the fundraising efforts of the 
school such a big success this year We have enjoyed many special events including 
the Christmas Cracker, Easter Eggs-travaganza and most recently, the Summer 
Spectacular. All of the events have certainly lived up to their name with an 
incredible atmosphere at each as well as lots of money raised. 

Our biggest fundraiser of the year was the Summer Spectacular, bringing in just 
under £3,500 which will be added to bank ready to be used next year on some 
exciting projects.  

To give you an idea of how some of the money raised has been spent so far, below is 
a list of the donations made to the school this year: 

 Year 6 Safety in Action Day 

 Buster’s Book Club 

 Leaver’s events 

 Wildwood 

 Easter Eggs 

Next year we are going to try a new addition to the calendar with Fireworks and 
Fangs, a Halloween themed bonfire and fireworks display event on Friday 1st 
November. More details will be sent out in September but please put the date in your 
calendar now. 

Further details of events, including the upcoming AGM which I would encourage you 
all to attend, will be published in the first bulletin back in September. 


