
  

Well that term went quickly! What a busy 24 school days that was. 
Firstly, I want to recognize the incredible maturity and determination of 
our children in Owl class and Fox class as they tackled their SATS. They 
have certainly tried their best and we are incredibly proud of each and 
every one of them. I would also like to thank the staff across the school 
who have also contributed to the calmness that was provided to the 
children to shine. 

Thank you for the generous donations of bottles this morning, they will 
all be used as prizes for the Summer Spectacular which is rapidly 
approaching and plans are well under way, there is more information on 
page 6 of the bulletin. Please do put this date in your diary and invite all 
your family and friends to what promises to be a fantastic event. 

Next term is shaping up to be another busy term. Dates for your diary 
are on the back page of the bulletin. One of the highlights will be the 
whole school trip to Wildwood and we will be building the excitement in 
school as we count down to June 27th. 

I would like to thank you all for your continued support and encourage 
you to get involved with all aspects of school life whether by 
volunteering at an event or attending coffee mornings, Big Conversations 
or Books and Biscuits. It is great to welcome you in to celebrate our 
children and the school. Have a wonderful half term break, fingers 
crossed for good weather. 

Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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This term may have been short but it was nothing short of busy, 
bursting with new learning and fantastic progress for children in 
Rabbit class. 

This term we had Bethersden’s very first punctuality party to 
celebrate our promptness each and every morning we come to 
school. We played games, ate delicious snacks and even had a 
little boogie with the wonderful parents and families that were 
able to join on this very special afternoon. 

This term we continued our topic of Spring and nature, however, 
we added an eco-warrior element to it. This term we have learnt 
a lot about the dangers animals and wildlife face because of 
littering and plastics. One afternoon we went litter picking 
around our school site and could not believe what we found. 
Following on from this we learnt about recycling and reusing. We 
even took on the challenge of making our very own paper made 
from used paper from around the school. It has been a long 
process, however, the result looks fantastic.  

Our topic this term has also provided us with the theme of birds 
where we have learnt about the different birds that are local to 
us and other birds from around the world. We have even taken 
part in this year’s ‘My First Riddle’ poetry competition for 
reception children as organised by the fantastic Young Writers 
group. We wrote who am I poems about a bird of our choice. The 
children have worked so hard on them and they truly are 
excellent so watch this space we may hopefully have some 
winners on our hands.  

In Maths this term, we have been problem solving. We have been 
learning to double, halve and share numbers and shapes. We 
have even been using our reasoning skills to explain how we know 
when something is shared and halved equally and when it is not. 

With the ever improving weather, we have had the opportunity 
to learn and play more outside especially with our new grass and 
garden area in the Rabbit Class outdoor area where the children 
are enjoying planting seeds, taking care of them and watching 
them grow each day. So far, the children have planted peas, 
leeks, lettuce and radishes. Let’s hope to the sun keeps shining 
to help our special little seedlings continue to grow.  

How could I forget to mention our very special visitors Buzz the 
lamb and Drumstick the chicken who came to play one afternoon. 
The children were so respectful and kind with our farmyard 
friends and really enjoyed this hands on learning experience. 

With only one term left I don’t know where this year has gone.  
However, I do know it has been simply fantastic. All of the 
children have made wonderful progress both personally and in 
their learning. I can’t wait to share an excellent last term with 
you all.  

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
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  What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School continued 

 What a term in Hedgehog Class!  We have ben to many exciting Lands at the top of the Far Away Tree, 
including the Land of Gardening, the Land of mini beasts, the Land of the Great Fire of London and most 
recently A Land Far Away.  We have planted flowers and vegetables and are enjoying watching them 
grow.  On our mini beast hunt we found lots of wonderful creatures.  The children loved finding out facts 
about the Great Fire of London and making Lego models to show how the fire spread.  We have been looking 
at the Continents and how life is different for people in different parts of the world, The Children were so 
excited by this that we are going to return to this after the holiday and visit some more places!  We have 
had the most amazing pieces of Home Learning brought in this term including some amazing models of the 
Great Fire of London!  Well done Hedgehog families.  As well as all this we have been producing some 
amazing pieces of writing and have been learning about fractions in Maths! 

As another busy term comes to an end in Owl class, it’s time to reflect on what we’ve learnt and what 
we’ve achieved. As we began our new wider learning theme, Near and Far, we’ve been exploring the world 
around us. We started nearby, focusing on our own locality of Bethersden. We identified human and physical 
features of our local village. We broadened our horizons as we then learnt about features within the four 
countries of the UK, while taking a particular focus on a physical feature in Dover – the White Cliffs. We 
came across this famous landmark in our latest text ‘James and the Giant Peach’. This has allowed us to 
make links between our learning, in Geography, English and Science (as we investigated objects that sink or 
float, just like the peach!).  

As we delve deeper into our story, we have used the text as inspiration for some beautiful pieces of writing. 
These include character descriptions, using powerful adjectives, as well as diary entries as we stepped into 
the shoes of James Henry Trotter. We have really been pushing ourselves to use all of the skills we have 
learnt to improve our writing, from different sentence types to powerful vocabulary – as we explored the 
ramshackle house from the text.  

Whilst everyday learning has not stopped for us in Owls, we have juggled our ‘special quizzes’, truly showing 
how incredible we are. Every child in Owls have tried and have shown their absolute best this term, even 
when faced with challenging questions. They have persevered and have shown true determination every step 
of the way. A massive congratulations to all Owls, you continue to blow me away.  

I hope you all have a lovely half term and I look forward to seeing you all in Term 6 – our final term of the 

year!   
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School continued 

Term 5 has flown by in Deer Class. In such a short amount of 
time, we have already learnt so much about our topic of ‘The 
World Around Us’, as well as looking at two different areas of 
learning in Maths, and enjoying sessions with the tennis coach at 
the tennis club. 
 
In English, we have been learning about the ocean and the 
dangers it faces as a result of climate change. We have been 
writing in different non-fiction styles to share our learning. We 
have written non-chronological reports about plastic pollution, 
coral bleaching and climate change. We have also written a 
balanced argument titled ‘Should the destruction of the 
rainforest for the production of palm oil be banned?’ Here, we 
explored the ‘for’ and ‘against’ arguments of deforestation.  
In our Wider Learning lessons, we have learnt about Antarctica 
and the Borneo rainforest. We made our own ‘documentaries’ 
about Antarctica, inspired by David Attenborough, and made 
leaflets about the effects of climate change one the melting ice. 
We have also produced posters about protecting the orangutans 
from deforestation.   
 
Additionally, we have also written a letter to Sir David 
Attenborough sharing our learning about climate change, and 
what we are going to do in our lives to help combat its effects. 
Do you think we will get a reply? 
 
This term in maths, we have learnt about money, we are able to 
make different amounts using coins, and add, subtract and find 
change. We have also started learning about fractions, we have 
learnt about fractions of shapes and amounts, and equivalent 
fractions.  
 
As part of our Science topic of Plants, we have planted, grown 
and tasted different herbs (such as cress) and lettuce leaves. We 
have learnt about why the greenhouse has helped the seeds 
grow. We look forward to seeing what else grows over the coming 
weeks.  
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  What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School continued 

What a term for Otter Class. Lots of fabulous learning has been taking place across all curriculum 
areas. In our English lessons we are still enjoying our text ‘The EXplorer’ and have been writing 
character descriptions of the main character Fred and a newspaper article about the plane crash that 
starts the book. Fractions, decimals and percentages have been our focus in Maths, where we have 
been using a variety of ways to show our deeper understanding - from bar models to place value charts 
and counters. Our wider curriculum topic has been embraced by the children. They have loved finding 
out about the rainforest; the animals that live there and the different layers of the rainforest. 
 In Science, we have been waiting for our cacti to grow and we were surprised to find that the first to 
sprout was the pot placed outside, not the one in the warmth on the windowsill. Perhaps that group 
have been particularly good at remembering to water it! 
 
In PE we have been focussing on athletics and initially looking at the different skills of running and 
jumping. Otters should be ready for sports day next term, on the 19th June.  
Reading is a focus for us and we have introduced a new scheme to our class that involves moving their 
own rainforest animal up a tree, every time they read! Please encourage your Otter to read!! 
What a milestone term this has been for Fox class, and oh, how quickly did it fly by.  It was only a few 
short weeks ago that we came back to school, full of Easter chocolate and thoughts of the impending 
challenge of SATS.   
 
We started the first (short) week by launching ourselves into revising our spellings and grammar, as 
well as finishing our maths syllabus.  We then took a short break by attending our Bushcraft residential 
course at Penshurst Place, near Tunbridge Wells.  We travelled by minibus, driven by Mr Clark and Mrs 
Smith, through the magnificent scenery of the Weald of Kent;  Mrs Smith’s ‘crew’ had a great time 
swapping stories and sharing travel sweets, while Mr Clark entertained his gang with his favourite 
‘Glam Rock’ tracks from the 1970s, which they obviously enjoyed as they all went quiet.  On arrival, 
we were shown to our shown to our slightly-less-than-luxurious accommodation, and then spent the 
next two and a half days learning survival skills, including fire-lighting, camouflage and concealment, 
setting snares, shelter building and first aid, culminating in a night spent in shelters constructed by 
the children.  It was a great experience for everyone, and built on the skills learnt in Tiger Troop and 
at Kench Hill over the previous few months. 
 
The following week, we began cramming in some last-minute revision before SATS, which took place 
between 13th-16th May.  The children responded really well to the challenge of these tests, and 
maintained a positive approach throughout.  Now behind us, our focus is changing to the children’s 
transition to secondary school, and rehearsals for the event of the year – our production of ‘Ali-Baba 
and the Bongo Bandits”. 
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  Summer Spectacular – Saturday 22nd June – Just 4 weeks away! 

For those of you who came to last year’s Summer Spectacular 
I am sure you will already be looking forward to seeing what 
is in store this year. Well, for starters we will be having 
Bumper Cars, Helter Skelter and Bungee trampolines to try 
out. A range of games will also be available for you to try 
your hand at with a range of prizes to win. The ‘Barrow of 
Booze’ will gain be on offer thanks to your kind donations this 
morning. 
 
There will also be the return of last year’s very popular BBQ, 
beer and pimms tent to keep your energy levels up as well as 
cakes and ice creams. 
 
Soon you will be sent raffle tickets with some incredible 
prizes on offer such as tickets for Leeds Castle and Drusillas 
as well as a cut and blow dry from William Charles. More 
prizes will be announced in the near future so keep your eyes 
peeled on Twitter (@BethersdenSch) where we will announce 
them. Our arena will again showcase the talents of our 
children and local sporting and drama groups so grab a pimms 
and come and see what is on offer.  
 
If you, or someone you know would like to run your own stall 
selling produce or with a game please contact 
fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk for more details, it would be 
great to welcome you to the event. 
 
The day is sure to be great so please do invite your family 
and friends to come along. Every penny raised on the day 
goes to providing a range of activities for the children that 
would normally need to be charged for so your support is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
As always, these events rely on the support of the families of 
the school so please sign up to help with either setting up, 
running a stall for a short period of time or packing away at 
the end, whether you can spare an hour or 3 your support is 
massively appreciated. Everyone who volunteers will receive 
a voucher to be exchanged for activities and refreshments on 

the day. 

 

mailto:fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Date Event 

  

Monday 3rd June First day of term 6 

Monday 3rd June to Friday 7th 

June 

Art Focus week – Window on the Community 

Monday 10th June to Friday 14th 

June 

Phonics Screening Check week – Year 1 only 

Wednesday 19th June Sports Day 

Friday 21st June Safety in Action – Year 6 

Saturday 22nd June Summer Spectacular 

Thursday 27th June Whole School Visit to Wildwood 

Monday 1st July to Friday 14th 

July 

Transition mornings for all children 

Friday 12th July 2.30PM Transition for all parents 

Friday 19th July 2.00pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

Friday 19th July Last Day of Term 6 

Date Event 

  

Monday 2nd September 2019 Inset day – school closed to children for staff training 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 Inset day – school closed to children for staff training 

Wednesday 4th September 2019 First day of term 1 – children in school 

Diary Dates Farewell and welcome 

Dates for the next academic year 

Dates for your diary 

Yesterday we said a fond farewell to Mrs Thomas who has managed the school office for the last 4 years. 
Over that time, she has become the face that you will see when you walk in ready with a friendly smile 
and answers to your many and varied questions. She will be missed by all and I am sure you will join us in 
wishing her well for the future. 
 
Joining the team will be Miss Perrott who brings with her a range of experiences from within the 
education profession. I am sure that you will join me in welcoming her and that you will get used to 
seeing a friendly face when you call in to the office. 
 

All contact details for the school office remain the same. 


