
  

The start of the Summer term always brings a mixture of emotions with 
lots to look forward to as the weather improves but also that knowledge 
that for some members of the school they are preparing to leave our 
school in just a few short weeks. 

It was great to see Year 6 come back from their residential yesterday, 
exhausted but raving about their Bushcraft experience – those who could 
keep their eyes open that it. Amazing what a couple of nights under the 
stars will do. You can read more about it and see photos on Twitter 
(@BethersdenSch). There will also be an assembly planned for year 5 and 
6 parents shortly to share their time with you. 

Summer term also brings the statutory testing that we are required to 
administer and give the children a chance to show off what they have 
learned in their time at Bethersden. I know our children will shine and 
show their best effort as they approach their ‘quizzes’. 

More importantly, learning continues with lots of exciting plans for the 
next two terms with many classes planning trips out such as the one 
enjoyed by Hedgehog class yesterday who took a lovely walk through the 
bluebells in the woods. We also have our whole school trip to look 
forward to, more on page 3. 

Next week is our termly ‘Big Conversation’ where we will be discussing 
the fundraising activities of the school. This is not a morning where you 
will be ‘roped in’ to volunteering but a way of hearing what your 
thoughts are on our big events such as the Summer Spectacular, 
Christmas Cracker and the Easter Eggs-travaganza. We will also be 
announcing an exciting new addition to the calendar but you’ll have to 
come along to find out what that is! I would also like to hear your 
suggestions as to how the money raised should be spent, any ideas you 
have for further events and also the balance of events throughout the 
year. Members of FOBS will be present to hear your feedback and this 
will be used to plan for next year. It would be great to see as many of 
you as possible and there will be plenty of cake and drinks. 

 

Enjoy this Bank Holiday weekend, fingers crossed for good weather. 

 

Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.2% 

 

This week’s attendance 

90.75% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.70% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 

 

Attendance is going 

up! 
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What a fantastic first couple of weeks we have had of the term so far in Rabbit class. All of the children have returned to 
school with great enthusiasm and motivation. This week I am very proud to share that we had Bethersden School's very first 
Punctuality Party. We had so much fun playing traditional party games and nibbling on delicious snacks to celebrate our 
punctuality when coming into school in the morning. To start our wider learning this term we have been learning about 
birds, the life cycle of a chicken and what we can do to help our local bird life. We went litter picking across the school and 
talked about the damage and impact litter can have on our birds and other wildlife if we do not dispose of rubbish safely 
and securely. Many children as part of their home learning made bird feeders for our garden which are absolutely beautiful 
and we can't wait to watch the bird life thrive outside our classroom window. Please keep up the amazing home learning 
Rabbits we love to celebrate all that you do outside of school. 

Hedgehog class are continuing to enjoy learning outdoors and have been busy improving the outdoor space. We are growing 

tomatoes and runner beans in the greenhouse and today we are going to plant a wheelbarrow of flowers 😊 
We were fortunate enough to be given a brand new play house by our wonderful Governers. When the children returned 
from the Easter Break they were delighted to see the small cottage in the woods! When we went to explore it we found 
Eyore inside having a picnic! He was very kind and let us share the food! Yesterday we walked down to the Bluebell woods 
and used our senses to explore their beauty, we also made a den out of sticks!!  
 
We are off to a fantastic start in Owl Class in our penultimate term of the year. As we have welcomed new additions to the 
Owl Class team, we have welcomed new learning to our curriculum. We began recapping our Easter holidays as we wrote 
recounts of our events. It seems Owls were very busy over those two weeks which is very exciting. In Maths we have been 
learning about fractions, understanding that they’re part of a whole. It seemed tricky at first, but as soon as a chocolate 
cake came into the equation, we soon got the hang of it. As you know, we have hit the month of May, ready for our special 
quizzes. Owl class have it all under control. What a lovely start to our term!  
 
It has been another busy start to a new term for Deer Class. We have enjoyed our first tennis sessions at the tennis club 
(just a reminder this takes place on a Tuesday, full PE is required) and we are looking forward to the rest of these sessions. 
Making the most of the continued good weather, we have been planting a range of seeds as part of our Science learning, 
and we are excited to watch them grow over the coming weeks. We have started exploring our topic of 'The World Around 
Us' by using atlases to learn about the continents and oceans of the world, which we will be discovering more about over 
the term.  
 
What a lovely start we have had to the new term in Otter Class. Our treasure hunt for clues to our topic and text for this 
term created much excitement and many guesses!! After many answers, we revealed our text as ‘The Explorer’ and decided 
upon ‘Exploring the Amazon’ as our wider curriculum title. In Maths, we have started ‘Decimals’ and otters blew us away 
with their ability to convert decimals to fractions. English has us stepping into the role of newspaper reporter, writing an 
article about the mysterious events at the beginning of 'The Explorer.' In Wider Learning we have begun to 'Explore the 
Amazon' - from Samba Music of Brazil through to habitats of the Amazon in Science. We are looking forward to creating 
some artificial habitats for our newly-planted cactus seeds this week! Week one of PE saw everyone with their PE kits so 
well done all!! 
 
Term 5 has come around so quickly for Fox Class.  It doesn’t seem like five minutes ago that the young Foxes were sat 
there listening to Mr Clark lecturing them on the importance of leadership as the senior class in the Bethersden, and how 
this year would be about getting ready for secondary school.  Well, their transition is fast approaching and one of this 
term’s ‘big events’ is SATS, which take place between 13th-16th May.  The children are really rising well to the challenge of 
these tests, and a spirit of healthy competition has broken out.  We have been using mock exams as revision and learning 
exercises, which is great preparation for when they eventually arrive at their selected schools.   
 
However, the other ‘big event’ of the term couldn’t be more different.  At the time of writing this, most of Fox Class are 
attending the residential course at the Bushcraft Company at Penshurst, in the beautiful Weald of Kent.  Activities include 
camp skills, outdoor cooking, fire making and bushcraft techniques.  Look out for twitter posts (subject to internet signal!), 
and any videos and pictures will be made available to children and parents later in the term. 
 
The class is also starting preparations for their end of year production, ‘Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits’.  This is based on 
the tales from 1001 Arabian Nights, which we will also be studying in English, wider learning (including music), and, of 
course, maths.  Did you know that the study of algebra, the name of which is derived from the Arabic word meaning 
completion or "reunion of broken parts", flourished during the Islamic golden age, long before reaching Europe? 
 

What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
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Notifying of an absence 

If your child is going to be absent from school due to illness, please phone in between 8am and 
8.30am to let us know the reason for absence on each day of the absence. This is a requirement of 
the Attendance Policy and important so that we know your child is safe. Please be aware that as a 
school we have a duty to know where your child is and the reason they are absent and we are 
regularly monitored and challenged by the School Liaison Officer. We are required to clearly state 
the reason for absence and putting unwell is not accepted so please do not be offended if we ask 
for more information, we are not doubting your child is unwell but fulfilling our legal duty. 

We will no longer be accepting email or answerphone messages for absences. 

Reminders 
It is the time of year where it is not certain that the weather the children arrive at school to will be 
the same as when they leave, so could you please remember to send in the following items with your 
children each day: 
Water bottles – keeping hydrated is good for the brain 
Sun hats – keeping shade at breaktimes and during outdoor learning prevents headaches and eye 
discomfort 
Coats – you just never know when we will get a shower 
 
PE kit – we take every opportunity to go outside and take part in extra PE lessons so please leave PE 
kits in school all week. 
 
Please ensure all items are named as it makes returning them easier if they get lost. 

 Wildwood Whole School Visit 
We are very excited to announce that the whole school will be visiting Wildwood together next term 
to learn more about the wildlife that our classes have taken their names from. On Wednesday 27th 
June we will be spending the day meeting the animals and learning more about their needs and 
characters. We have booked the coaches and tickets and further information will be sent out early 
next week but please make sure this date is in the diary.

 

 
Thank you and farewell 

Today we say goodbye to Mrs Thompson who has worked for the school both in the classroom and 
more recently in the office. Mrs Thompson is leaving to take up a full time role in a school office 
and we wish her every happiness and we thank her for her contribution to our school. 
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Date Event 

  

Throughout May Key Stage 1 SATS 

Tuesday 7th & Wednesday 8th 

May 

Year 5 Bikeability training 

Monday 13th to Thursday 16th 

May 

Key Stage 2 SATS  

Friday 24th May Last day of Term 5 

Date Event 

  

Monday 3rd June First day of term 6 

Monday 3rd June to Friday 7th 

June 

Art Focus week – Window on the Community 

Monday 10th June to Friday 14th 

June 

Phonics Screening Check week – Year 1 only 

Wednesday 19th June Sports Day 

Friday 21st June Safety in Action – Year 6 

Saturday 22nd June Summer Spectacular 

Wednesday 27th June Whole School Visit to Wildwood 

Monday 1st July to Friday 14th 

July 

Transition mornings for all children 

Friday 14th July 2.30PM Transition for all parents 

Friday 19th July 2.00pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

Friday 19th July Last Day of Term 6 

Monday 22nd July Staff training day – no children in school 

Tuesday 23rd July Staff training day – no children in school 

Diary Dates Dates for your diary 


