
  

It is the end of another busy term at Bethersden Primary School 
and we have lots of positive things to look back on and celebrate. 
This term we saw another series of Books and Biscuits which as 
always were incredibly well attended. The children and staff 
really enjoy these afternoons and the chance to share the exciting 
learning that takes place in their classrooms. 
Our Easter Play, The Three Trees, was a huge success with 
children in year 3 and 4 taking the leading roles ably supported by 
year 5. Their performance had feet tapping and big smiles on the 
faces of staff and parents who thoroughly enjoyed the show. It 
makes me incredibly proud to see the talents and confidence of 
the children in our school. 
Today is the Easter Eggs-travaganza and volunteers are busy 
setting up the stalls for what promises to be another fantastic 
fundraising event. So much hard work goes in to the planning and 
setting up and I would like to thank the people who give up so 
much of their time to ensure a fun event but also to raise so much 
money to support the rich wider opportunities that the children 
are able to enjoy. 
  
This term’s Big Conversation about after school clubs was very 
productive with overwhelming support for the variety and quality 
of clubs that we offer. There were some suggestions for new and 
additional clubs that we are looking into and we will let you know 
the results of those discussions. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the staff and governors of the school I wish 
you a very happy Easter break and, with the hope of better 
weather, lots of opportunities to spend time with your friends, 
family and loved ones. We look forward to welcoming you all back 
on Tuesday 23rd April at 8.30am. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

94.77% 

 

This week’s attendance 

94.47% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.87% 

 

We are aiming for 
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Once again we have had a very busy term in Rabbit Class. We have been lucky enough this term to 
have tennis with our amazing coach Jason. The children learnt many different ball control skills and 
how to work as part of a team. Our ‘Big Grow project is also in full swing. Each day our peas are 
growing and are being cared for by a child in Rabbit Class chosen each week to be our Vegetable 
Detective and wear our very special detective badge. In our wider learning we have been learning 
about different types of fruits and vegetables, where they come from around the world and the 
different parts of a flower including; roots, stem and leaves we even went on a Spring walk around the 
school to find signs of Spring and made eco art. We enjoyed a very successful Books and Biscuits 
afternoon where all of the Rabbit Class parents got involved in ‘The Egg Drop’ challenge. I think it is 
fair to say that all of the parents got rather competitive. We were also able to share all of the 
wonderful things the children have been learning this term including beautiful sentence writing and of 
course our marvelous maths activities including 3D shapes and patterns, time and number from 1 to 20. 
 

We have had another awesome term in Hedgehog class!  With Easter fast approaching, we have been 
busy learning about this special time of year.  We used the theme of Easter in our Books and Biscuits 
session.  We love welcoming our families into our classroom.  As a special treat we took  
them on an Easter Egg Hunt, there were 3 Golden eggs hidden and they were very hard to find, luckily 
they were all found in the end!  We have also been thinking about our wonderful Mummies, Grannies 
and Nana’s when the Land of Mum’s came to the top of the Faraway tree.  In ITW we wrote recipes 
about how to make our mummies, all of them contained a bucket full of love!  In maths we have been 
busy weighing items and learning about capacity and volume.  We are also getting really good at 
counting in groups of 5!  In RWE some of the children have been writing about how to care for a 
pet.  We are now nearing the end of term, have a fabulous Easter and we can’t wait to see what Land 
will be at the top of the tree next term! 

 

As always, Owls have continued to make me incredibly proud with all of their hard work and dedication 
towards their learning this term. We are nearing the month of May, prepping for our ‘special quizzes’ 
as we go. Preparations both inside the classroom and at home. The commitment and participation in 
home learning tasks this past term has been the best we’ve ever seen, so a massive thank you to the 
children and of course to all of those supporting at home.  
This term has certainly been a creative one; from fantastic models of London’s landmarks, to creating 
prototypes of our own inventions inspired by The Great Exhibition. We sketched our initial designs and 
combined our Science learning as we thought about materials that we could use to make them. Having 
created our models, we evaluated and reflected on our designs each offering constructive feedback.  
We have also been creative in our writing, learning about the story writing process. We planned, 
drafted, edited and published final pieces of writing. We worked incredibly hard, aiming to use 
powerful vocabulary in our stories ‘Inside the Museum’ (inspired by our latest class text, The Ice 
Monster). Our imaginative stories saw many animals escape The Natural History Museum! Animals 
including giant sloths, big foot puppies, humpback whales and dinosaurs (can you tell we’ve also been 
learning about commas in lists too?) Our stories were packed with volume, showing a stamina for 
writing which is a fantastic achievement.  
Thank you for another wonderful term Owls, you really are superstars! I hope you all have a restful half 
term and enjoy your Easter holidays. I look forward to seeing you back in term 5.  
 

What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
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Deer Class have had a busy last few weeks of term. We have been busily preparing for our Easter play, 
alongside Otter Class. The children have worked so hard learning their lines and practising songs, and 
we very much hope you enjoyed the performance! Our Spring Term topic of 'Leisure and Entertainment 
Through Time' has drawn to a close. We have spent the last few weeks writing our own poems about 
the circus, inspired by 'The Greatest Showman' and have started exploring non-fiction texts, creating a 
fact file about what the 'real' P.T. Barnum was like. In our Wider Learning lessons we have concluded 
our work on Victorian seaside holidays, by writing a comparison between holidaying in the Victorian era 
and today - we found more similarities than we first expected! In Maths, we have been focussing on 
Time, we have learnt about analogue, 12-hour and 24-hour clocks, as well as working hard to improve 
our problem solving and reasoning. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely Easter holiday, and I look forwarding to welcoming you back at the start of 
the summer term. How quickly this year is going!  
 
 
 
Otter Class have enjoyed a couple of busy weeks in the run up to their Easter play. We hope you all 
enjoyed it. Alongside rehearsals and memorising lines, learning has continued. We have been busy 
working on non fiction texts in English, linking this to our work on Space. Fractions have been keeping 
us busy in Maths as we have been adding, subtracting and multiplying them. We have also been busy 
with our preparations in saying goodbye to Miss Beale. Otter Class will miss you. 
 
 
 
Where has this term gone?  It doesn’t seem like five minutes ago that Fox class were putting together 
our last end of term bulletin entry, looking forward to what we refer to as ‘Spring 2’ in our world of 
lesson planning.  This term has been dominated by preparation for SATS and the transition to 
secondary school.  The young Foxes have really grown in terms of maturity and confidence, and their 
increasingly positive attitude to their learning has been impressive.  In mathematics, all of the children 
have been developing their reasoning skills and can now apply these to solve problems they haven’t 
encountered before.  In English, we have continued our study of Treasure Island and piracy in the 18th 
Century.  The language used was very challenging and the children are now skilled linguists in pirate 
talk. It was also encouraging to hear some scathing critiques of the 1950 Disney film version of the 
story, where they all noted how inaccurate it was compared to Stevenson’s original masterpiece. 
 
Learning has not all been about SATS preparation, by any means.  We visited Kench Hill again and had 
a great day learning about growing vegetables, as well as making improvised outdoor shelters, fire 
lighting and cooking; these skills will stand us in good stead for our residential Bushcraft trip at the end 
of the month, which we are all getting excited about.  By the time you read this we will have returned 
from our class trip to Rye, to follow in the footsteps of the smugglers from Kent and Sussex, as well as 
the local nature reserve. But probably our most popular activity has been the six-week ‘Tiger Troop’ 
personal development programme, which taught children resilience, self-confidence, and how to 

develop waterproof skin! 
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Message from Miss Beale 

To all parents and carers, 
 
I would just like to say a huge thank you to each and everyone of you for the constant support and 
appreciation I have felt from you in the 6 years of being Deputy Headteacher at Bethersden. I have 
been so honoured to have taught so many children and siblings over the years. I feel privileged to 
have joined this school and due to your open hearts, caring nature and kindness, I have shared so 
many wonderful memories with you all. I will always remember the wonderful families and 
incredible children at this school. 
 
Thank you once again, 
 
Miss Beale 

Collection time 

Just a gentle reminder that collection time at the end of the day is a very busy time with lots of 
children and families on the playground. In order to help with the safety of children and families 
please could we ask that bikes, scooters, footballs etc. are left outside the playground and collected 
as you leave. Also, there have been a couple of occasions recently where, after children have been 
handed over to parents they have been left unsupervised and have tried to leave the playground or 
been hurt. 

Could we also remind you to please collect your children promptly at the end of school, 3.10pm, and 
after clubs, 4.15pm. It is understood that on occasions parents or families may get stuck in traffic 
and we are always happy to supervise your children on those occasions but children who are late 
being collected have an impact on staff being able to complete their other tasks at the end of the 
school day and can delay meetings with parents and colleagues. Thank you for your support. 

 

A very warm welcome 
We are pleased to welcome a new member of our team next term, Mrs Taylor, who will be joining 
Miss Hughes in Owl class. Mrs Taylor has lots of experience supporting children in schools and a big 
passion for creative learning opportunities. I am sure you will join us in making her feel very 
welcome at Bethersden Primary School. 
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Date Event 

  

Monday 22nd April Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April First day of term 5 

Monday 29th April Class photos 

Tuesday 30th April to Thursday 

2nd May 

Year 6 residential – Bushcraft camping and activities 

Throughout May Key Stage 1 SATS 

Tuesday 7th to Thursday 9th May Year 5 Bikeability training 

Monday 13th to Thursday 16th 

May 

Key Stage 2 SATS  

Friday 24th May Last day of Term 5 

Diary Dates Dates for your diary 

New or revised dates are in RED for your convenience 
Please also check the website for new additions 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/  

 

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

