
  

What a start to term 4 we have had with every class already 
enjoying a day of outdoor learning at Kench Hill. There is more 
information about their days and some photos on page 3. 
 
Yesterday we had our termly governors meeting and it was a 
pleasure to welcome your two new parent governors who I know 
will get stuck in to their role as your representatives on the 
governing body. Coleen Hemmings and Kate Kirk have been voted 
in by you and are regular faces at school events. 
 
The Easter Eggs-travaganza is now only 3 weeks away and is really 
starting to take shape. There is more information on page 4. The 
afternoon will be a brilliant event and the children will have a 
fantastic time. 
 
Our ever popular Books and Biscuits returns again this term, dates 
for each class are on page 5 of the bulletin. Children in Year 3 and 
4 are busy rehearsing the Easter Play, The Three Trees, which they 
will be performing in the school hall immediately before their 
Books and Biscuits afternoons. We warmly invite you to attend and 
feel sure you will have the songs stuck in your head over the 
Easter break. 
 
Our postponed Big Conversation coffee morning will now take 
place on Wednesday 27th March straight after Excellence 
Assembly. Following conversations with some parents the theme 
will be after school clubs with your opportunity to let us know 
what you think of what we currently offer and any things you 
would like to see potentially in the future. Please pop the date in 
your diary and come along. Your opinion really does help to shape 
the school. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.82% 

 

This week’s attendance 

95.12% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.98% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 

 

Attendance is going 

up! 
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What a lovely term Rabbits have had so far. We had an amazing day at Kench Hill learning outside in the 
glorious sunshine. We went on a mini beast hunt, tried some different vegetables from the green house and even 
made beautiful pieces of art using natural products such as sticks and leaves. The children also loved going on 
the mini bus and singing the wheels on the bus go round and round all the way to Kench Hill and all of the way 
back to school. In maths we have been exploring many areas of shape, space and measure. We began by learning 
all about 3D shapes and this week have been learning about time including our birthday months. Our topic this 
term is Spring so we have been learning about the different seasons and have started to plant our vegetables for 
The Big Grow stay tuned in with twitter to follow our gardening journey. 
 

Hedgehogs have bounced back after the Winter break!  They continue to blow us away with their amazing Maths 
skills!  So far we have compared numbers to 50 using 'less than' and 'more than' signs, counted in groups of 2 and 
5 and explored patterns and we are now just measuring length and height! In Inspired to Write we have been 
writing both stories and non-fiction reports, we are trying hard to use interesting vocabulary.  The Lands at the 
top of the Far Away Tree have been - The Land of Weather, The Land of Lent, where we made pancakes and 
tried different toppings and this week has been the Land of 'being outdoors, inspired by our recent trip to Kench 
Hill.  We didn't pick the best week for this, as the wind and rain have battered Bethersden!!  But today we got 
outside to run and play in the wind.  We are making kites and we can't wait to fly them!! 
 

What a fantastic start to term 4 in Owl class! From mucky days at Kench Hill, to exploring our countries history 
as we continue to share our class text 'The Ice Monster'. We've discovered 4 famous landmarks in London, built in 
the Victorian era. We felt inquisitive as we became historians for the afternoon, asking questions about these 
landmarks. Inspired by this learning, many Owls created the most stunning models. These are proudly displayed 
in our classroom - functioning models of Tower Bridge and chiming Elizabeth Towers. As our special quizzes draw 
closer, practices are well underway; including reading, SPaG and maths. This is to ensure we feel as prepared as 
possible in May. Thank you for all of the continued support to home learning, particularly the practice papers 
recently. Let's keep up the fantastic learning, both inside and outside of the classroom.  
 

Deer Class have had a busy start to Term 4. We have continued our topic of 'Leisure and Entertainment,' moving 
on to different areas. In English we have started learning about the circus - inspired by the film The Greatest 
Showman, and in our Wider Learning lessons, we have been exploring Victorian seaside holidays. Taking 
inspiration from traditional Punch and Judy shows, we have designed our own puppets, we are very much 
looking forward to creating our own puppet show. On Tuesday 5th March, we enjoyed a trip to Kench Hill, we 
learnt how to use a compass, created art from natural materials and planted (and sampled) some foods from the 
garden, some of which we are continuing to grow at school!   
 

Otter Class have had a great start to our new wider learning 'Above and Beyond'. We will link our class text 
'Cosmic' by Frank Cottrell-Boyce and our Science 'Earth and Space' to our wider curriculum learning. We can't 
wait to see where our learning will take us. So far we have enjoyed writing stories, learning a space song and all 
the facts about the moon landing.  We also had a fantastic day out to Kench Hill on Friday. All the class had a 
fabulous time participating in the three activities - Archery, Shelter Building and learning about animals and 
their habitats. For many, the fun at lunchtime was one of the highlights, a mud slide and Otters - what more can 
we say! 
 

Fox Class are now over half way through their final year in Bethersden before they make their move to 
secondary school - we can’t believe how quickly the year has gone so far!  The children have been busy working 
their way through SATS practise papers to sharpen their skills and accustom themselves to exam techniques.  So 
far, we’ve been concentrating on answering the questions fully, but soon we will be combining that with 
working against the clock - the enthusiasm shown by the children so far is impressive!  This also prepares them 
well for secondary school, and we work closely with each of these to ensure as smooth a transition as 
possible.  However, it’s not all SATS work in Fox Class - last week, we visited Kench Hill activity centre to learn 
about gardening, shelter building and outdoor survival, and each Tuesday this term the children undertake the 
Tiger Troop Programme. 
 
 

What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
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Kench Hill Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Briefing with Mr Clarke 

Target practice 

Hedgehog making 

Shelter building 

Taking in the views 
Teamwork 

Collecting for eco art 
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Football tournament 
A team consisting of 7 year 5 and 6 players took part in this tournament 
which took place on the fabulous new 3g pitch at Homewood School. 
The team had not played together before, but were extremely excited 
to be participating. They played five games in the round robin - winning 
three, drawing one and losing two (and one of these was to the actual 
winners of the whole competition). This gave them a game, in the 
knock out stage, against John Mayne, which they won 1-0 (goal from 
Finlay T which gave them 7th place overall. I am so proud of their 
teamwork, support for each other and friendliness to the other teams, 
they did Bethersden proud. 

Well done Team Bethersden! 

 

 

 

Easter Eggs-travaganza 

On Friday 5th April we will be holding our first ever Easter Eggs-travaganza family afternoon. Just like the 
Summer Spectacular and the Christmas Cracker we have lots to look forward to including a family Easter 
Egg Hunt with an egg for successfully completing the hunt. There will be the traditional games and raffles 
on offer as well as a giant mirror maze where you will need to keep your wits about you to escape. We 
will also have an animal area with lots of spring animals that are cuddly and some not so cuddly creepy 
crawlies that you can hold if you are brave enough. 

The event will start with a family BBQ from 12pm with burgers, hot dogs and more to look forward to. 
More details about how you can pre-order your food to follow soon. 

If you can offer any help setting up, running a stall or with clearing away your support would be most 
welcome. Please call into the office or email fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk and we will get in touch with 
you. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

mailto:fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Parking and road closures 
Just a quick reminder that Norton Lane is to be closed from Monday whilst electrical work takes 
place in the road. This is obviously going to lead to some congestion around the school so please do 
leave extra time for getting to school for drop off and collection. Please also remember to park 
safely and observing good road sense to ensure all our families and neighbours are not put at risk. 

 

Uniform 

A gentle reminder that children should come to school each day in the correct uniform. Trainers are 
not part of the school uniform so please ensure that black shoes are worn. Plain black ankle boots 
are acceptable in the winter months. Uniform is one of those issues which I understand can be a 
frustration for parents and it feels like we are nagging about it but there are very good reasons why 
we enforce the school dress code and why we have one in the first place. Following school uniform 
is primarily about creating a culture which each member belongs to, it is about setting a standard 
and saying we are proud to be part of this school. Sports fans proudly wear their team’s shirt to 
show that they belong. The other reason we enforce school uniform is because one of our roles as a 
school is to prepare children for their future. Secondary schools are much more focused on school 
uniform and getting children into good habits early and promoting your support of the importance of 
uniform can save problems down the line. Thinking even further ahead  when your child begins their 
career there will again be the expectation of a uniform policy or, at the very least, a dress code 
which they will be expected to follow. 
 
Please support and ensure that when you are purchasing replacements, which I know many of you 
will be doing over the Easter break, that you ensure that you purchase items that are in line with 
school uniform policy. 
 
 

Books and Biscuits 

This term’s Books and Biscuits afternoons will be held on the following dates 
 
Monday 25th March – Fox 
Thursday 28th March – Hedgehog 
Friday 29th March - Owl  
Tuesday 2nd April - Rabbit 
Wednesday 3rd April – Deer and Otter – This will follow the Easter play which will be 
held in the hall from 1.45pm 
 

We hope you are able to join us. 
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Date Event 

Tuesday 12th March English and History Creative writing day in school 

Wednesday 20th March Book Day Dress Up 

Monday 25th March 2.30pm Fox class Books and Biscuits 

Wednesday 27th March 9.15am Bethersden’s Big Conversation – After School Clubs 

Thursday 28th March 2.30pm Hedgehog class Books and Biscuits 

Friday 29th March Non uniform day – Easter Themed Jars 

Friday 29th March 2.30pm Owl class Books and Biscuits 

Tuesday 2nd April 2.30 Rabbit class Books and Biscuits 

Wednesday 3rd April 1.45pm Year 3 and 4 Easter Play – The Three Trees 

Wednesday 3rd April 2.30pm Deer and Otter class Books and Biscuits 

Friday 5th April Easter EGGS-travaganza – more details to follow soon but save 

the date now 

Friday 5th April Last day of term 4 

  

Monday 22nd April Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April First day of term 5 

Monday 29th April Class photos 

Tuesday 30th April to Thursday 

2nd May 

Year 6 residential – Bushcraft camping and activities 

Throughout May Key Stage 1 SATS 

Tuesday 7th to Thursday 9th May Year 5 Bikeability training 

Monday 13th to Thursday 16th 

May 

Key Stage 2 SATS  

Friday 24th May Last day of Term 5 

Diary Dates Dates for your diary 

New or revised dates are in RED for your convenience 
Please also check the website for new additions 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/  

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

